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SPECIALS 
Do you really want to get 
L 


(assuming you don't have 
‘one already)? Could it be 
that the machine lor you is 
acualy..gasp. a PC? 
ACE takes a close look at 
the IBM hardware spec. 
and asks whether this 


could be he games stan 114 Play your ace! GAMEPLA 
w - T 



















dard of the 1990s. 


32 Playing games with IBM 


I you bought Amstrad PC200, what would you have 
o play with? Having checked out the hardware, we 
take a close, crcal look at PC-gam 





pose whove 
еу realy think about АСЕ 





Operation Wolf stalks this months pages; R.Type 
blasts in, Rocket Ranger takes of and what should 
stake on Joan of Arc? 
verdict. 
























36 It's a rip-off! its 

(ori it? Clone software is threatening the future of the 

icensed games. Whatever their legal status, angry sel 

protests have recently forced the withdrawal 

Katakis and The Great Giana Sisters. Who’ | 

Ok 

119 The ACE Fido awards ful 

Weve seen some turkeys in our time, but thes an 

games real take the biscuit. ACE institutes t Th 

ma 
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tair 
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94 Get smort Page et Operation Wolt вен па њан | fil 

Andy Witon cals out for a new kind of game - one and how much bite? a 

that bites back (and doesn't go ноо!) ща 

After 17 This isnt t a 





84 Radiant Role-play? When it comes to 30 realism, The Last Apostle Pup b 
Pools of Radance diong 0 encapeula the янт... | pet Sow s something ese. plus Forgotten Worlds, 
AD&D experience in an a computer game. Does it SIGHT. s, and POW. 


succeed? 









hanoon Bran Lat Vt бе new picture making. 
Bae + products at he PC Show, wsts те people behind 
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з pull 
the strings in 
The ы 
Apostle Pup- 
pet Show. 





con 15 
S EU 


МИН» P7 ° 


wc 10 





тнясо рянясе 102 т 





complete solution to Starglider ll and a map of 
I. not to mention Elte tips for ST owners 
other tps and pokes. 
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Lancelot from Level 9, Chronoquest from Psygnosis, 
lips on Lords of Time and other teasers, plus the final 
instalment of The Pilgrim's Guide to The Pawn, 


BUY LINES 
ge Lou 


Win an Amiga! 
Plus dozens of 
other free gilts 






PLAYING SAFE? 


The whole future of computer entertainment could depend on what happens 
next. Household name Amstrad have taken no risks by launching a cul-price, 
unexciting PC compatible aimed at the home market. Meanwhile, a little known 
hardware firm are taking a terrifying risk with a high-power, completely non- 
standard console. They'll both want support from the UK's software houses 
over the next six months — but who's going to get it? 

There's a lot more riding on this than just the bank accounts of the two 
firms involved. The micro scene is crawling with new-age machines — technical 
wonders like the Acorn Archimedes, Atari ABAQ and Flare One – that can't 
quite seem to break the stranglehold of compatibility. This month ACE sizes up 
the opposing forces: how does the incredible power of modern custom silicon 
Stack up against the PC's safety in numbers? Is there still money in being origi- 
nal, or do people just want more of the same? 

Originality's not just a hardware issue of course. On the software side of 
things, cloning can mean big business and even bigger trouble.Do you know 
your Ramparts from your Rampage? Can you tell the difference between 
Road Blasters and Overlander? Check out our expose of copycat games, and 
find out why the big software houses don't think imitation is the sincerest form 
of flattery. 

Oh, and while we're on the subject, take a look at the ACE masthead 
(that's the box directly below this one). Notice anything different? In the spirit of 
originality, we've got ourselves a new editor. Graeme Kidd first wrote for us 
way back in issue 4, but now we've got his awesome experience and ency- 
Clopaedic games knowledge on our side full time. Just as well now that Pro- 
duction Editor Rod Lawton has moved over to work on our startlingly innova- 
tive sister publication New Computer Express. We're still looking for a new full- 
time staff writer, by the way, so if you think you cut the crumpet, write to us 
and tell us why. You should be over 18, know games backwards, and be able 
to express yourself well using the written word. Go for it! 



















11 The ACE Competition 


Its not every month you get a chance to win a prize 
like this... Like what? we hear you cry. Look for your: 
seli- ете not here to spoonfeed readers y'know. 


116 Special Offers 


OK- you're mean, lazy, and fussy. Too mean to pay 
{ul price for your games, too lazy to go to the shops, 
‘and too fussy to play anything but top-notch games. 
These pages, wih great tiles at up to £4 ой, were 
made for you 


A subscription to ACE puts you at he front of enter- 
tainment technology AND gives you the chance to 
recover your whole subscription charge by ordering 
US Gold games at halt price. Go for it! 


ACE PINK PAGES 


This month's round-up of recommended tiles pinpoints 
the best puzzle and brain games you can buy. ЁЗ al 
рай ACE's monthly service о help you save money 
by buying опу ined tested, top quat sotware, 


148 Upgrade Guide 


The machines, the facts, and the prices to һер you 
make that crucial upgrade decision presented in ata 
glance form. 


151 Random Access 


ACE goes ape with NGar Thrambobo, the ACE prize 
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WHAT'S THE SCORE? 


It's fun, fast, exciting and addictive. MicroProse What's the score with MicroProse Soccer? It's a 
Soccer keeps you on your toes, however often you winner. 
play. Pick up the best football kit. Now available for 
Challenge the computer or a friend, competing Commodore 64/128 Disk £19.95, Cassette £14.95, 
in the World Cup, International Challenge or the IBMPC + Compatibles £24.95, 


indoor league. Coming soon for Atari St, Amiga, Spectrum and 
An overhead perspective of the pitch makes it Amstrad. 

easy to play good graphics and sound effects make 

every match seem real. 
Fully animated players can perform a whole 

variety of movements, including overhead and 

banana kicks. There are 29 different teams and a 


unique action-replay facility. SOFTWARE 


MicroProse, 2 Market Place, Tetbury, Glos, GL8 8DA. Tel: 0666 54326 





winner: the WIRED title sequence, designed by Matt 
t and pi by David Bot of Snapper Films. 
Computer animation by Digital Pictures Ltd. 


GRAPHICS UNLIMITED 


E Matt Nicholson reports from the Computer Animation Film Festival 





omputer animation is an expensive business, 
人 
held in Wembley on 11th October - was dominated 
by the fying logos and flashy advertisements of the 
companies that can afford it. Here was the Smarties 
ad and the Crest toothpaste ‘Sparkie Singers’, but 
in amongst them was some genuinely inspiring and 
innovative work 

!t soon became obvious that last year's winner 
"Luxor had set a style that appealed to advertisers, 
so it was the Students section that proved the most 
innovative with four entries from the US (this is an international festival) | 
against just one от the UK. From MIT came 'Cootie Gets Scared Coole 
being a litte si-legged creature that has been endowed with some of the — | 
latest Al techniques, so that the animator can leave the creature to work out 
What it would do in the next frame. Another entry had been animated by a 
Cray X-MP. possibly the most powerful computer in the world, and no prizes 
dor guessing it wasn't ours! 

А also became obvious that the judges were looking for something a bit 
different ths time round: winner of the Features 8 Shorts section went to 
Technological Threat’ which used computers to generate characterisations 
Straight out of those Chuck Jones shorts drawn 40 years ago. An award could 
also have gone to Apple Computer here, whose ‘Pencil Test was created 
solely on its Mac II micro — rather than on the £50,000-plus machines usually 
employed. 

fter some rumination, during which an experimental sequence from the 
Walt Disney labs was given an exclusive showing, it was announced that the 
tile sequence from Channel Four's ‘Wired’, by Digital Pictures, was judged 
the overall winner. And so it should be, as it shows what can be achieved in a 
commercial environment, 





SHOW NEWS 


he 20th Electron and BBC Micro User Show runs fro 
November 11th to 13th, and if you find the Archimedes an 
interesting machine, a trip to the New Horticultural Hall, Greycoat 
‘ould pay dividends - visit the wittily-named 


th November in the West Hall, while 
ners of Commodore machines will find plenty of interest at the 
Commodore show, running in the Novotel, Hammersmith, betwe 
18th and 20th November. Further details from Database 
Exhibitions, on 0625 878888. 








NAVIGATION 
AND DENIAL... 


eish hardware wizards 
Konix, makers of the mega- 

selling Speedking joystick, are set 
to release a pair of products that 
should make the games-playing 
world a happier place to inhabit. 

Official confirmation is 
available for the release of the 
Konix Navigator, a joystick which 
Konix claim looks and feels even 
better than the Speedking "The. 
‘Speedking is a tough act to 
follow", commented Sandra 
Holloway one of Konix’s Directors, 
"and we wanted to be sure that we 
excelled ourselves with the 
Navigator” she continued. 
Designed to fit snugly in ether 
hand, the Navigator contains 
microswitch-based innards and 
should be available in your local 
computer shop as you read this, 
priced at £14.99 

While happy to wax on 
enthusiastically about their new 
joystick, Konix are at pains to deny 
rumours of a new games console 
apparently due for launch in the 
middle of next year. “Console, what 
console" was about as far as Konix 
‘supremo Wyn Holloway was 
prepared to go when quizzed, but 
here on ACE we're pretty certain 
that Nintendo and Sega will find 
themselves getting a good run for 
their money in the console market 
during 1989, 

While confirmation for the 
rumoured console is nigh 





impossible to obtain, clearly Konix 
are preparing to launch a major 
product of the console variety next 
year. The ‘console that doesn't 
exist is set to be a thoroughly 
amazing piece of hardware packed 
with custom chips that will give the 
user more than the computing 
power of machines such as the 
‘Amiga, and will cost about as 
much as the Spectrum +3. 

Expect very, very fast 


NEws 


graphics and sound like you've 
only ever previously heard 

coming out of a dedicated 
synthesiser. And expect to be 
playing some amazing games on a 
Konix-backed console by the 
middle of next year. Software 
won't be exclusively cartridge- 
based, and a variety of interesting 
Peripherals are likely to be 
released to complement the basic 
unit. (Much more in the way of 
controllers than Speedkings or 
Navigators.) 

Despite the fact thatthe 
console ‘doesn't exist’, a number 
о! leading software houses appear 
to be engaging in intense 
discussions with Konix. Maybe 
they're just working on a 
programmable joystick..? We 
know otherwise. | 
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NEWS 


Mee 
| Smiths, Granada Television 
and long-standing software house 
Ocean. The ACE team jumped in the 
staff BMW (lor BMW read 2CV) and 
headed up the M6 to see what he 
‘Mancunian Big Boys were going to be 
releasing on an unsuspecting games 
playing public this Christmas... and 
early next year. 

The official version ofthe Taito 
coin-op hit Operation Wolf (reviewed 
this issue) is the first game due in the 
shops, and wil be swiftly followed ùy 
another conversion of a coin-op hit, 
this time Data East's Bad Dudes 
Versus Dragon Ninja (which must be 





This early shot shows you the 
kind of graphics you can 





Another screen from Dragon 

Ninja. That's the girl taken 
of, but the bi 

bottom looks tougi 





in the running for the worse game 
name ol the year award) Because 
its such a mouthtul it's not surprising 
Ocean have shortened the name to 
plain o Dragon Ninja. The game is a 
horizontal scroling beat-em-up in 
Which you have fo work your way 
through hordes о! baddies (male and 
female) by punching and kicking them 
to oblivion. I you're lucky you might 
be able to pick up a dagger or sword 
to make your job easier. 

And the Ocean licences dont 
stop at coi-ops. you were to learn 
"hey were developing a game based 
on the character Batman, you'd 
probably think you were reading а 
‘magazine thats some two or three 
years od. But no - not content with 
producing a superb isometric 30 
puzzler writen by Jon Айтал, Ocean 
are currently working on another, new, 
arcade adventure game based on the 
aped Crusader The game has a 
strong ‘comic book feel and though 
the роце) havent been finalised, 
youll be controling Batman and 
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Batman ready for action. Note the window upon window display that gives the 


book original 


confronting some of his arch enemies, | 
lke The Penguin and The Riddler. | 
Expect репу of puzzles and objects 
to collect and manipulate (store them 
in your Bat Ойу Bet) In keeping | 
with the Batman image, no-one wil 
actualy get led in те game. 
Continuing the fence theme, 
Ocean are also working on the micro 
versions of wo recent out fl 
Robocop and Rambo Ill. Robocops | 
due on the &-bit machines just before 
Christmas with the 16-bi versions 
folowing in the New Year. An arcade 
version of the game s aiso being 
developed by coin-op company Data 
East and although Ocean may be | 
incorporating features of the coin-op, | 














Straight conversion, but a game that 
follows the plot of the fim closely - 
including a confrontation withthe through Rambo's eyes and have to 
impressive £0209. | negotiate minefields. lay boobytraps 
and search a Russian camp, blowing 
away soldiers and anything else that 
moves while you do it. Unlike 
Batman, Sylvester Stalone's image is 
tar from bloodless, so action fans will 
find plenty to keep them happy. 
Ocean's next original product 
looks set to be a solid 3D. 
strategy/shoot-em-up tentatively 
called Orion's Вей for development 
| purposes. Mike Crowley and Danny 
Gallagher, who used to work with 
Rambo Ill also follows the fim Vector Graphics Lid (Star Wars and 
plot and as John Rambo їз down o | Empire Strikes Back) are the men 
you to rescue Colonel Trautman who | behind Orion. Appearing on the ST 
has been captured by the Russians in| and Amiga only, your mission to wipe 
Afghanistan. Playing with a point-of- | out aliens wil contain at least ten 
View perspective, you see things levels — each one set on a diferent 


's leader? 





Robocop slugging it out on 
the Spectrum with the ED209. 











өг version of Robocop wont be a | Orions Belt on the ST showing the cockpit view of a strange 
alien structure - should you blow it up or ask it to take you to 








ип, The action is 
е cockpit and yout! 
have over 60 robotic adversaries to 
contend with, all presented in 
stunning solid 3D animation. It wont 
all be ай blasting however: expect to 
contend with puzzles о gel extra 
Weapons and equipment for your 
Vehicle, and part of the action wil 
take place in underground mine 
complexes. 

It looks tke games players 
country wide are going to bein for 
some late nights in front of their 
monitors over the coming months, 
courtesy of Ocean. Perhaps The 
Smiths were thinking of Ocean when 
they said Manchester, so much to 
answer for, Tred tigger fingers all 
round. 
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MMM! IT'S DANISH... 


anish software development 

teams have been making а 
strong pitch for business recently, with 
the most notable example being 
‘Swords of Sodan, a horizontally 
scrolling hack’n'slash scenario with 
very large animated figures. Although 
actually produced in the States, 
demos of this game were up and 
Tunning in Denmark long before 
anyone here saw it. So were versions 
ol Afterburner, Katakis, and Amiga 
Virus. Whats going on? 

Anyone visiting Denmark soon 
wakes up to two facts. First, the 
Danish are computer-crazy or, more 
specifically, Amiga crazy. Commodore 
have really cleaned up inb Denmark, 
first with the C64 and now not only 
wilh the Amiga but also with their 
PC's. Its an odd feeling to walk into a 
computer store seling 8- and 16-bit 
computers plus PC clones and see 
nothing but Commodore hardware, 
but you can do itin Denmark. 

This concentration on a single 
‘manufacturer has bred a huge 
community of enthusiasts, ай working 
on the same machines. The result? А 
Vast network of.. gulp.. pirates. 

‘And thats the second thing you 
пойсе in Denmark — all those games 
you've heard about but haven't yet 
been released in the UK are up and 
running in everybody's bedrooms in 
pirated versions. There's nothing 
secret about il just check out any 
old classified ad column (ike the one 
shown here, taken from a well-known 
Danish newspaper) and youîl see 
dozens of ads tor pirated software at 
absurd prices - often as low as £1. 
including the disk! 

So it was that we saw Swords of 
‘Sodan demoed, plus the other tilos 
‘mentioned above — fully playable 
versions of Katakis, Afterburner, 


Rocket Ranger, and Virus. Yeah, but 
everyone's seen all these games, we 
hear you cry. Oh yes? On the 
Amiga? Sure thing, bud, these were 
all tul-blown Amiga versions at 
budget Spectrum prices 


FALLING BEHIND 

II some of you out there are misguided 
enough to think that the Danes are 
onto a good thing, just consider the 
following. No British software house is 
ever going to bother setting up in 
Denmark and producing proper 
Danish versions of software. In fact no 
software company with any sense at 
alls going to even ship ts product out 
there. There are a couple of Danish 
distributors representing some UK and 
American software houses, but so far 
no-one deals direct. With piracy like 
that, ifs hardly surprising. In the long 
term, the Danes are going to be let 
with bacon and precious litle else. 

If you think we're exaggerating. 
consider this: a good Danish computer 
magazine sells around 20000 copies. 

A good game in Denmark sels. wait 
for iL. around 200 copies. No prizes for. 
guessing why. 

While ACE sampled the Danish 
beer and chatted withthe hackers, 
one thing emerged quite clearly. None. 
of them thought they were doing 
anything wrong – on the contrary they 
were quite proud of their efforts — and 
all ot them blamed the Danish 
Government, who put a 200% import 
tax on software and other items, 
‘making the real thing virtually 
unaffordable, 

Under those circumstances, its 
ficult not lo be, at the very least, 
understanding..and ifs certainly NOT 
dificult to guess why these same lads. 
are looking for other countries to 
publish their games in 





‘Those ads come roma o 
Danish 1 


newspaper and show Е 





‘whats availabe, The {3з 
prices are in Danish LJ 
Kroner. fite mm 
the E) Praten even ^ 
subscriptions to D 
customers, so thoy 9 
gel a whole series fias 
of the latest gamos 

7 often downloaded 4 
Кн» A 
direct from certain dirty 
databases in the fel 
Bates. 


ior. Aseo Syndrom. Анас) on Len 
"xv Er 
a [24 








NEWS 





THE MUNSTERS RIDE AGAIN 
AGAIN 


temave Sofware have launched a new label, Арап Again, producing 
А Y games sees orat Fre totas tote Tio Mte 
based on he aged TV sra curent being revived on Chanel 4 

Programmers Harap and Holigwonih proves response for 
GrandsesTeremex are leading е Teque сопа team on is one, wich 
gives rapa Heman, y and Ede e chance 1o fex her inte han 
aca yo envronmer. 

Again Адап ий also be producing a game writen by Duret, of Combat 
Lyne б whch sr see opposte. 

Operation Hormuz is an апаа care scenario sein hé Middle East 
where you must desto 7 enemy bases using e FI planes al our sposa 
In axon dodging thea ara missles, here are also opportunites ly 
aoa combat The game wile released г Spec, Asta, C64, PC, 
and ST later this year. If i's as good as Combat Lynx was in its day, it should be 





worth watching out for. 


DOMARK GET ATARI COIN-OPS 


he terrible twins have scooped 

а very impressive licensing 
deal with Atari, giving Domark the 
fights to produce all Alarís coin-op 
tiles over the next three years. That 
‘could mean as many as twenty big 
releases to follow Star Wars and The 
Empire Strikes Back 

How come Domark got the job? 
After al, us games players are 
accustomed to seeing coin-op titles 
being auctioned of to the highest 
bidders, with Ийе attention paid to the 
probably quality (or lack of а) of the 
final release. 

According to the Do of Domark 
(Dominic Wheatley), its ай down to 
Atari's desire for a long-term 
relationship ~ which could mean that 
the big arcade companies are at last 
paying serious attention to us 
gamesters at home, rather than 
simply offloading their tiles onto the 
marketin a devi-may-care, give-us- 


the-cash-now-chums app-roach, 

So, stand by lor Vindicator, 
Zybots, Toobin, Dragonspint, and 
APB. Coin-op freaks wil have already 
read up on the arcade versions of the 
first three tiles in ACE and will 
know that they're not to be sneezed 
at. Dragonspirit апа APB have | 
excellent reputations as well, and 
Domark plan to release at least 
another three tiles in addition to the 
above before the end of next yea. All 
the games willbe put out under the 
new Atari Tengen label, recently 


TENGEN 


established in the States to handle 
the company's coin-op conversions. 
Since The Empire Strikes Back 
wasn’ too bad as coin-op 
conversions go, this deal looks like 
being a Good Thing forall concerned. 
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Gremin 
Spectrum — £7.99cs £12.99dk 
C64 £9.99cs £14.99dk 


Amstrad — 89.99csf14.99dk 
This scrolling shoot-em-up pits you 
up against a host of alien attack 
craft and gun emplacements. 
Survive the gauntlet of fire and you 
have to fight the monster from the 
Pit of Despair before facing the 
agonising decision of whether to 
{use Melorms with your vanquished 
foe or face the next challenge 
alone. Watch out for Dark Fusion in 
early December. 


Gremin 
Spectrum — £7.99cs £12.99dk 
C64 £9.99cs £14.99dk. 


Amstrad £9,99cs £14.99dk 
AtariST — ti999dk 

Amiga — ti999dk 

A three-part action game due ‘real 
soon now, Butcher Hil begins in an 
infatable dinghy. Traveling deep in a 
jungle, you need to collect supplies 
and ammunition while avoiding mines 
and attacks from enemy aircraft. 
Then a jungle maze full ot mantraps 
and enemy soldiers has to be 
negotiated before the final showdown 
takes place in a jungle vilage. 


Soft Gold 
Atari ST — £19.99dk 
Amiga — £2499dk 
РС £19.99dk 
се £14.99dk 


Based on the Jules Verne book, this 
arcade adventure requires you to 
travel to the Earth's core and retum 
alive. Falling rocks, giant 
mammolhs dangerous pterodacty's 
and sea snakes are just a few of the 
perils awaiting the intrepid explorer 
= zul alors! 


Gremlin 
Spectrum — £7.99cs £12.99dk 
се f9.99cs £14.99dk. 


Amstrad — £9.99cs £14.99dk 
First billed as T-Wrecks, Muncher is 
a modified version of a program 
Gremlin were planning to release 
betore they signed a deal with the 
manufacturers of Chewits. Now the 
‘cute monster from the Chewits TV 
ads is the hero and the action takes 
place in Japan. Explorers have stolen 
your eggs, and you want them back. 
A real gobstopper of a game. 
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© UP AND COMING TITLES FOR YOUR MICRO 


players choose an army then design 
the terrain over which battles are to 
be fought. Could prove a real 
challenge to Universal Military 
‘Simulator, but then UMS Il is on the 
way so wargamers will have to wait 
While the two programs fight it out 








Grandsiam Unel 
Atari St 19.950 Amiga  £29950k 
Amiga £19 950k Atari ST — £2495dk 
PC £19.95dk Herbie Stone is back. In his latest 


Spectrum £8.95cs £14.95dk adventure, the star of Crack is in a 
Amstrad  £895cs £1495dk | desperate race to catch the 
си fBgScs f14954k | stonecrushers and dragons who 
MSX £8.95cs | terorise his underground lair. To 
This one to four player board game | defeat the marauders, he has to 
conversion takes you into the | attach his infator to the monsters 
devious world of industrial | and pump them up unti they go pon 
espionage. The playing area | Look oul for Herbie n he New Year 
represents the World's capitals, 

airports, deseris and so on. and 


each player has to rush around Linel 
collecting micro-fims that contain | Amiga £29 .95dk 


details of The Ultimate Weapon. A | Atari ST £24.95dk 

really nasty player could forget | (provisional prices) 

about the micro-films and | Despite the title, this arcade 
concentrate on bumping of enemy | adventure has no relationship wih 
agents. I the dangerous word of | the classic books. Featuring some 
Smiley and his people gwes you а | 600 screens and over 50 fully 
thrill; watch out for this one. 

available soon. 





ccs 
Spectrum E1495cs £14.95dk | 
Amstrad — £14.95cs £19.95dk 
РС £24.95dk 

Ancient battles is a one or two 
player wargame from the author of 
Amhem and Vulcan, R.T.Smith, that 
simulates pitched battles in ancient 
times. Armies from the earliest 
times up to the fall of the western | 
Roman Empire are offered, and 











animated enemies and boobytraps, 
the quest involves finding and 
assembling the parts of a magic 
medallion and then confronting an 
evil dragon who is the cause of all 
the problems in the land 
Dragonslayer should be in the 
shops at the start of January. 


Dinamic 
Spectrum, C64, Amstrad, 
Atari ST, PC 

(all prices to be announced) 


As the name suggests, this follow 
up to Army Moves is set in and 
around the ocean, Starting out in a 
dinghy, you have to jump waves 
and avoid aquatic motorbikes 
before donning scuba gear to 
penetrate the enemy base Pinch a 
mini-sub, navigate “another 
underwater cavern crammed with 
killer octopi and you're onto the 
second load, The aim of the mission 
is to capture and destroy a nuclear 
submarine, and the second stage 
takes place in traditional arcade 
adventure style amongst the 
platforms and ladders of the sub. 
Wonder if Dinamic will have a 
gorgeous, pouting frogman on the 
cover of this one? 





Domark 
Spectrum 。 29.95cs £ 14.95dk 
сы f995cs £12.95dk 


Amstrad 。 £995cs £14.95dk 
Atari ST — £19.95dk 

Amiga £19.95dk 

Hands up who remembers 
Domarks old game called Splitting 
Images? You know, the one they 
renamed Split Personalities? Well, 
now Domark are set to release the 
official Spitting Image game starring 
some of those wacky puppets. This 
potentially hilarious licence has to 
be one of the strangest yet for a 
computer game, The Walking 
Circles (ex Design Design) crew are. 
putting the finishing touches to the 
game as we write, so expect to see 
itin the shops before Christmas. 


THE RULES 
1. Employees of Future Publishing Lid, 
Infogrames, and their families are not 
eligable tor entry ç - 
2 The closing date is 1st December 1988 
3, The decision ol the judges is final and no 


correspondence wil be entered into 
4 Only one entry per household 
5. No purchase ot ACE magazine is 
necessary and photocopies ol the 


a magic ‘entry torm are acceptable 
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simple - capture the enemy. and 
survive! Remember - there will 
other readers aid journalists tro 
rival magazines taking part too 
3o ACE expects every man (or 
Nolan) to do his (or her) duty! 

At the end of the batte, the 
warweany troofljril be taken 
back tothe hotel by luxury oach 
1o change and Weshen up’ before. 
‘boarding the coach again and 
being whisked to a magnificent 
moated manor. А six- course 
‘banquet that includes carp, veni 
son and grouse, all washed down 
with lashings of cider follows. 
After the meal, Lofty Wiseman 
de-briels the troops and show the 
video of the day's events - just 
like Action Service, in fact. 
Everyone then gets a signed copy 
o! The SAS Survival Handbook 
betore returning to the hotel for a 
well earned rest 

W's going !obegpugh out 
there ari опу the езт will 
sive so get in training now, 
wna there's stili time 

Mh addition to the two main 
riri, jt either Action 
Service or Hostages are available 
for runners-up! 
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WHAT YOU HAVE TO 
Do. 





Just fil in the farm with your age, 
name and address (and telephone 


Е А you 
y it possible) Jen. 


796 фе res que: 
` relly Yafore post 
entry to ACE ÑFOGRJ 


COMPETITION, 4 QUEEN STREET, 
BATH. BAY 1EJ to arrive nailer 
nan 1st December Wel р 
cortectly-completed forms af 
random ~ ihe first two winners 


will BB off to fight for the honour ç 


о! ACE early next year, while ten. 
more winners collect the даће of 
their choice. Go for it! 
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Tick the correct answer to 
each of the three question 
below 


The SAS motto is 
Never Say Never Again 
Who Dares Wins 
Geronimo! 


The Infogrames log 


Abat 
An armadilo 
c. A bullfrog 


In Hostages, your aim is 
Blow up a building 
Detuse a bomb in an 
Embassy 
с. Rescue some hostages 



















































































Ten Olympic events include 
Long Jump, Shotput, High Jump, 
100m Sprint, 400m, 110т Hur 
dles, Discus, Pole Vault, Javelin 
and 1500m. You will need all 
your skills to bulla оп what you 
оре was, an impressive work- 
out, and, as is necessary for all 
top flight athletes, your judge- 
ment to select the most effective 
‘equipment for each event is now 
vital = a decision which can win 
or lose you a place om the 
podium. This isn't just another 
sports simulation, this is a Daley 
Thompson ‘event’ where all his 
talent and humour burst through 
to make a thrilling and ente 
ing game play for all the famil 
Go for the Olympic Challenge! 







































Your plane has ditched on a 
mountainous plateau 
somewhere in deepest 
Tibet. You and your 
companions are alive. A 
large shape moves toward 
you, you rub your eyes in 
disbelief; a Dinosaur! — 
where are you ... and 
when? Stunning, 
monochromatic 3D 
graphics and 4 way 
scrolling, give that '50's 
‘cinema mood as you learn 
not only to survive, but 
also that your companions 
are not all they first 















































From the SNK sta! 
the coin-op smas 
now for your hom: 
micro. This multi 


level, vertical 
scrolling arcade 
thriller throws yo: 


deep into the jun, 
and ruined cities, К 
nation held in the 
of a cruel oppress 
Freedom is youra 
» + Guerrilla War 
the means! 
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SNK stat ساسا اسا‎ Г g He's back and this time he's 
op smash c taking no prisoners. 
your hom. the head will fly at you on its Colonel Trautman has been 
is multi- ‘own, just when you think you are captured by the Russians in 
uz Гез] етай A Afghanistan and there is 
arcade aes Dad eae only one person capable of 
том you — you nM Cur freeing him. Negotiate the 
7 the jung blaine and unes laes tnd minefields, explore the 
id cities o ‘oceans. Build up the firepower Russian camp, lay 
е pee e Tir boobytraps, avoid 
oppresse —— al the way with this detection, free the Colonel 
is your ai Lese nee сма стека onto ће 
i ich has that elusive extra explosive climax! 
ila War Tina ta esp you coming RAMBO IS BACKI 
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THE DECODER PROGRAM 


Tu гоп pagon у wl DECODE ге £t оюн rint Mos ses в те 
pron t ach tem wirt зо? а Per prt ы КЕ 
тап A you nane o npe he par ar Pe ers tr po ma 

Tun RA e pam i ac ut rout ch Pars өш път 
wawa her was on somen erg rus ы tute ce. YOU 
CAN MEDIATELY AM YOUR PRZE 

uae raa opat te pun t wa lhe wimg rtr c 
ny cc ay bı ame нду патри зати ee 

ACE November werr t Quo ow. Ba BA TE 


C64, CPC, ST, AMIGA version 
10 FOR Ae! TO 28:INPUT "Code" BS 
20 B-OFOR C=1 TO 4:B-B-26 

30 D-ASCIMIDS(BS C. 1) 

40 IF D»90 THEN D-D-32 

50 B-B+90-D:NEXT C:PRINT “Winning 
Number s^ B'NEXT A 


IPECTRUM version 

10 FOR А»1 TO 28:INPUT "Code" BS 

20 LET B-0 FOR C=1 TO 4.LET B-8.26 

30 LET D-CODE BS(C TO) 

40 IF D»90 THEN LET D-D.32 

50 LET B-B«90-D.NEXT C:PRINT "Winning Num- 
beris" BNEXT A 


TYPING IN THE PROGRAM 


SPECTRUM. 
A Por ус и te Stu ang a sew, pus EER x Pe. 
éd e we Тоде e oq COE e ee X: Jat ane id oet 
iln пите ке реш he tr I ey When ле Yond e ns n 
жа pus R fer RN tod by ENTER. Now pe т Ра с ore азге 
grey EATER Ae ad у те prag i р hr ae урн a 25 


тк ес 12 BASE rodeo fe tat ig теч spe Spe 
pae ми; ENTER z т rd vo ine Ту RU м he BER hey 
эркеле ов a u Pe BK ramun to 


салаа 
Tg te lig n as гоно hing the RETURN hey x he end ol aa 
ке ie RUN (Dor? е Pe RUNSTOP he) тї RETURN эле Ren уре 


AMSTRAD CPC 
Tipe gin z sow ir те RETURN 区 he шк ате 
TER ko Ba ат өс sach к= Type RUN RETURN o те 
us ENTER и эри o CONTROL ad ak ПА y ке 
ук писан or йк теши 


ATARI ST 
Fie LANGUAGE од рч эне are rh ST ot ate et on Re 
he Nena hen on Pe BASE PRG cnet Basc Tp EDT ape Pe 
TURN ox etg п заг RETURN he c уп re 
Fit oan ye ones owe LM es RETURN spar ут 
Itc tate 








AMIGA 
Бело ры Wt? he а rtr Re аць ger 
Ми ау nga ar и bebo, аме m De EXTRAS eon re 
yi duct on t MIA BASIC c> Те ag z йон р 
NIV w өл к кї тө aO Pe BASIC re ти re UST 
* BRA N RETURN re wn ур Pu шон ow tame 





OTHER MACHINES 
T Ой GPC ey rr Mek бис. к! мут wot mt 
Ie usa gt wehren wt pa ra ato ттт — ral o 


RULES 
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THE ACE CARD 


WIN AN AMIGA! 


Has your ACE card come up trumps this month? There are 25 great prizes. 


WE WANT A WINNER! 

Note that we are now printing FOUR 
winning codes for the ACE card. If the 
‘owner of the 1ST CLAIM code hasn't claimed his prize by 
the closing date it goes to the owner of the 2ND CLAIM code. If 
he hasnt claimed his prize by then it goes to the owner of the ЗВО CLAIM 
code...and so on. Should the 1st Claim owner claim his prize, the owners of the 2nd, 
3rd and 4th claim codes automatically quality for one of our SECOND PRIZES. 





NEW PROGRAM! 
If you're a long-standing ACE card-holder, you should make sure you use the list- 
ing entered in this magazine and not one you may previously have SAVEd. This is 


because we have to make changes to the program on a regular basis to accomo- 
date the large numbers of people entering the ACE Card scheme each month. 





LOOK AT THESE PRIZES! 


ONE 1st PRIZE: AMIGA + COLOUR MONITOR 
1stdam 2nd claim 3rd claim 4th claim 
FOUR 2nd PRIZES: £50 of software - chosen from the ACE 

Special Offer pages 
The winning codes: . . š 


TEN 3rd PRIZES: £25 of software - chosen from the ACE Special Offer 
pages 
The winning codes: . . + š s А 
TEN 4th PRIZES: A year's free subscription to ACE magazine 
The winning codes: YMUE + В 2 


HOW TO CLAIM A 
PRIZE 
"puc ew # ta wre. Pu may am пы pa yy paang а yur 
КЕ ard шубе ме 1 we тиң eic px к эт cang bre son he 
me XE 

"yu pu a o ene w cavi e ih т тый бе Hon N 
secon рива a pe ACE Rte Os pag 1518 
челт eo os < wa w wi er for уте zas yar cat 
Baap pray гы? ге) 


Post io: ACE CARD PRIZE CLAIM, 4 Queen Street, 








HOW TO OBTAIN AN 
ACE CARD 


АСЕ CARD REQUEST, 4 Queen St, Bath BAT 1EJ 
(This ofer valid while stocks last) 











Bath ВА! 1EJ Closing date for claims December 3rd 1988 
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PREVIEWS 


| AFTERBURNER 9 Activision 


Take to the skies in your F-14 Tom 
fight your way through stage after 
itory. Rip into the enemy fig 
Gun or lock on to them an 
Youll hardly have time 
and dive your way through danger — i 
the way here folks! 













is (Right) сва 





(Left) Spectrum - 
inking to avoid 
enemy who 
come at you from 
in front and behind. 





The games аге getting hot. ACE takes its monthly look at the 





944 TURBO CUP Ө Loriciels 


As Loriciels have recently starte 
driver Rene Metge, they've g 
racing game based on the great 
Loriciels claim, are as authentic. 
ing skill that makes a winner, and the 
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products that software houses will be tempting us 
With in the near future. Let's hope they turn out to be crackers and not turkeys... 


CHRISTMAS 
IS COMING! 


TOTAL ECLIPSE 
@ Incentive 








The year is the setting is Egypt and your 
stop the curse of the sun god Ra 
ed by the moon that is due to pass 
and Earth, You have two 
robiem. Armed with just a 

a cunning 





anything to go by, this one is going to be a hot 
contender 


Spectrum - that's your 
outside the pyramid 



















d your 
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Spectrum - viewing the action from 
behind as you weave between tower 
blocks - not dodging the Пак this time! 


© Digital Integration 

















Going head-to-head with Falcon this winter will be 
Dis combatiight sim based on the American F. 
16 fighter. Although the game will have a quick 
tart option, serious pilots will be assigned to the 
Tactical Fighter Training Squadron where theyll 








be assessed in five main operations areas. Grad: 
Uate, and you are assigned one of eight | 
tor 


squadrons and each squadron is responsi 
sorties within their operations area. The game 
due for release on the ST and PC. 








Looking forwards on the ST as you come 


| 9 scons 00015817 
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Looking over your right shoulder as you 
bank to fly over the airfield. 


7 
{ 
А 
^ 

v 
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@ Rainbird | 
Lying comatose in a hospital bed, you drit helplessly into the strange жопа of your subconscious. In the 


Dali- esque landscape, everyday objects become distorted and nightmares come to ite. Weird is an accu: 
Tale description of he environment in the game. so the sooner you can solve the intricate and imaginative 


puzzles and retur to the real world, the better. 
“600 = 90:00 

ore 

E 800000 Í 








Andy Wilton on a good day perhaps? 








i: 


PREVIEWS 


@ U.S.Gold 


Following their success with Out Run last Christ 
mas, U.S Gold are hoping to do the same again 
ths year with home micro versions of the smash 
Sega coin-op Thunderblade. You're piloting an 
attack helicopter through several stages о! hostile | 
terror, with the view ol the action changing with 

the stage. Sometimes your view s from directly 
above, sometimes ifs from behind. Get your oy 
stick arm and tigger finger in shape now, because 
this one promises to test even the toughest! 





ST - viewing the action from above 
dodge the Пак and inflict the damage 





you 


эн, GEST 


eti 


Sa 
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€ Mirrorsoft 


One of the best ever PC and Мас combatftight 
sims is being converted to ST and Amiga. 
‘Added features include improved ground 
scenery and moving ground targets. The game 
Contains some 12 missions and even gives the 
player the chance to dogfight with up to three 
MiGs. Remember, Falcon's the game adopted 
by the Pentagon to train pilots in ‘situational 





awareness and BVR combat, so it has go lo be 
good. 
ST - looking over your left shoulder as 





you taxi onto the runway. 
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GRAPHICS 


This month, some of the secrets behind the TV programme Knightmare are revealed, 
wo interview The Travelling Matte Company, the people who bring creatures like 
Еле to Me. Мо, not an ACE staff writer, merely a model that Is animated and superim- 
posed on live action by a Supernova computer. Turn the page for more details... 
Despite a lead of several years in the Desktop Presentation field with the Amiga, 
Commodore seem to be cutting things a bit fine as now ever Amstrad, together with 
the other 'A' level companies, Apple, Atari, and Acorn, develop and promote their 
latest contenders in the graphics arena. With the new challenge of VGA MS-DOS 
machines from Amstrad, which machine should the graphics fanatic go for? 


GRAPHICS 


WORKSTATIONS 





И CHEAP 'N' QUICK 'N' EASY 


budget graphics workstation has 
got to be cheap and its got to get 
good graphics up on that screen 
quick and easy, To qualify as bud- 
get. it seems reasonable to set a 
сой limit of about £1000. Most people 
‘would think that bit high, but compared to 
commercial workstations, most of which 
stort at 5 figure sums, £1000 is very cheap. 
With that limitation it is only the new 
Amstrad 8086 model that bears compari 
son - the 8286 and 8386 are too expensive 
for the average home user 
Although it is much cheaper than dedi- 
cated ‘professional’ systems Apples МасП 
{iso falls at this point. The Mac may be a 
соттоп ‘home micro in the States but here 
ifs just a fantasy. Similarly, Ataris new 















Transputer Workstation ATW (formerly 
ABAQ) at about £5000 fails the price test 
They are also both rather short of software 
at present, though N mpatibility 
with earlier T and b&w 








with the new Am 
cheap graphics are the Atari ST, 
500, and the Acorn Archim: 
Lets start by examining what 
has got to offer. 









AMESS DOS? 
The most exciting development on the 
Amstrad 2086 is the VGA display. As you 
will see elsewhere in this month's issue, ус, 

con choose 256 colours from а 260000 









GRAPHICS 
GALORE 


ACE resident pixel professor, Brian Larkman, 
tries to tell the future this month by looking at 
Amstrad's new VGA machines from the 
artists point of view. The man himself is in 
doubt as to what HE'D go for. 

Brian's also co-opted the help of John 
Downie in the form of a short piece about the 
Travelling Matte company, who produce com- 

puter-generated images for TV (including 
Hitchhickers and Knightmare). They probably 
won't be using the new Amstrads - they go 
for things in the £299 racket 
There's even гош 
reader's letters, thi 
becoming a со 
forget 





em simultaneously at 
on of 640x400, appar- 
Amiga and the 


imedes static capabilities, In most 


other respects, however, the 8086 is a fairly 
ordinary PC clone 

Thats the core of the problem. Although 
at first sight such ап impressive display 





specification should make the Amstrad an 
nt graphics workstation, there is 
to good graphics than loads of colour 
portant to quickly and easily 
transform the screen with a wide range of 
Amiga and Archimedes 
to a lesser extent the ST, can all suppor 
painting, 3D modelling, ray-tracing, imo 
processing, and animation. All the: 
require lar mputation. As 
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GRAPHICS 


RISC OBLITERATION? 
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ftware avail 
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SOFT SELL 


available at 
MSDOS machines 





graphics ori- 
ша Atari ST 
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n lie up the 
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or fattening 
and frustra- 
considerably 
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ics software 
vely on the 
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this ditficul 
pensive and 
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of graphics 
° nof? Well. 
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plays at best - 256 colours аї 320x200 lines. 
The Atari and the Amiga can both display 
approximately 4,000 colours at this resolu 
tion as a result of some fairly devious pro- 
gramming ticks. Similar methods might 
make 260,000 shade displays available on 
the Amstrad but it requires the will ot sor 
enthusiast to do it. The best we can hope 
for is а 256 colour, 640x400 version 
Deluxe Paint PC - and even this will be 
painfully slow and greedy for disk space 
on an 8086. 

As for other requirements - 3D mod. 
eling, ray-racing, animation, and image 
processing, all these ARE available to run 
оп MSDOS machines - at a price. But in 
most coses they сап only function И hard 
disks and co-ptocessots are fitted adding 
further to the cost. In time, just the presence 
ol a vast number ot cheap Amstrad MSDOS 
VGA machines on the market will result in 
Some of this software coming down in pri 
or cutdown versions being released. This 
bas certainly happened with commercial 
and осе packages. MSDOS machines 
may even end up selling a greater volum. 
of homeorented graphics software just 
because of their predictable profusion. Nev 
ertheless, in graphics terms its the software 
thot counts, so the Amstrad is really only 
competition for the Atari ST. It you want an 
effective and versatile graphics workstation 
for under £1000, an Amiga 500 is stil the 
Pixel Professors choice! @ 









































PIXEL POST 


This month the Pixel Professor has just enough space to check out scanners and 
hear how difficult it is to become a computer graphic artist... 


Dear Brian, 
Do you know of any good but cheap scanners 
available for the ‘Amiga 500? If so, what equip- 
‘ment would | need and how much would it cost? 
Ive tried looking in the classified ads but there 
don't seem to be any scanners advertised. 

Miss B. Scott, Meols, Wirral 


As always, cheap is a very relative term. There 
are three scanners that | know of for the 
Amiga at present but none of them is particu- 
larly cheap. 

Scanners are devices that allow flat art- 
work, photos, text (or sometimes even 3D 
objects) to be easily digitised for use in graph- 
ies and DTP applications. Two types are cur- 
rently available: a flatbed scanner and a hand- 
held ‘mouse’ scanner. Flatbed scanners are 
similar to photocopiers in operation, flat art- 
work being placed face down on the top sur- 
face and scanned from below. Mouse scan- 
ners are very much like large versions of the 
normal computer mouse. In operation the art- 
work is placed face up on a desktop and the 
scanner is slid slowly over the required area. 





GRAPHICS 


Both types are capable of scanning in 
black and white or a number of grey scales, 
though the second option usually costs more. 
In any case, flatbed scanners are more expen- 
sive because they usually scan 
‘and often produce higher resol 
scanners only ‘grab’ a strip about 3 or 4 inch- 
es wide. Typically the flatbed types cost £800 
to £3000 and the mouse type £150 to £600. 

For the Amiga, Burocare (01-907 3636) 
have AMISCAN, a flatbed scanner that doubles 
эз a thermal printer and photocopier costing 
£800, which Is therefore relatively cheap but 
probably outside your budget. Closer to a real- 
istic price is the Handy Scanner from Cameron 
UK (01 499 9192) but costing around £360 it is 
still almost as expensive as the Amiga ве! 
Even cheaper is the hand scanner (£300) avail- 
able from the Amiga Centre, Scotland (031 557 
4242). All three of these scanners ‘grab’ at 
approximately 200 dots per inch. 











Dear Brian, 
Just a quick letter on the Graphics Front aimed at 
anyone who is keen on starting a career as a 
Computer Graphic Artist. Many people think that 
getting an artist position within а software house 
is MEGA TOUGH. In most casés this is true, 
mostly due to the large amount of artists that are 
about. | started out on an Amstrad 464 and tried 
1o get а GAC game published, but to no avail 
After this frst attempt | was a bil GLUM but stuck 
atit 


Rule 1. Keep On Trying. You may lose sleep and 
time, postage money, cassettesidisks, but in the 
end your efforts will pay dividends, Of course 
there is по substitute lor a good portfolio. Think of 
it ike a hobby and enjoy it, sooner or later you will 
develop a style of your own and then this will get 
recognised, 


Rule 2. Make your first portfolio your absolute 
best. It may have taken you 2 weeks or 2 years 
(usually the latter), but at least you will know that 
itis you best effort. 


Rule 3. Protect yoursel. It is very difficult for a 
starter to save up loads of dosh for legal advice 
over breach of copyright. Get yourself a registered 
envelope and address it to yourself. Then have a 
word with your (or 'a') bank manager and pop in 
the disksicassettes, which willbe put in the bank's 
vault. Any dubious activities with your work, if not 
returned, can then be proved to belong to you as 
itis dated and held safe 

My first work was for Exocet Software who 
received the control panels and tile screen for 
Phantasm, Now | have started work for Ocean 
Software in-house. This job took me five years to 
land — so as you can see, it can take ages, There 
are a hell of a lot of AMAZING artists, 8 and 16 bit 
out there, why arent they being snapped up? 
Roy Lewis, Warton, Lanes. 


Advanced Computer Entertainment 23 








GRAPHICS 















PRO ARTISAN 
The most versatile drawing package so tor is the 
‘professional version of Clares Artisan, Pro Arti 
san. Every facility imaginable including ‘Bezier 
Curves, a wide range of fill options, irregular cut 
and paste, extensive colour manipulations. and 
image processing, has been included. 

Using 256 colours onscreen selected from 
4096 at a resolution of 640x256, Pro Artisan 
compares well with Amiga packages lite Pho- 
ton Paint and Deluxe PhotoLab 26 high-quality 
fonts and а wide range of printer dumps are 
also included in this comprehensive package, 

Advanced Memory Systems of AMX Mouse 
and Finesse fame are about to release both the 
ST and Archimedes versions of Flai Paint (origi 
nally called Finesse Paint before Logitech took 
over). Archies Flair Paint operates in the 16 
Colour 640x256 resolution to allow faster opera: 
tion and smaller fles. Both versions are speci 
cally designed to optimise printed output with а 
large page area as well as all the usual draw- 
ing tools thoughtfully implemented. Fot exam 
ple, variable rotate operates with the cut section 
Visible at all times. At this budget pric 
Paint seems very good value. To be sure, watch 
this space for a full review. Contact AMS c 























0925 413501 for more details 
IT'S ALL GREEK 

Continuing the Greek theme Euclid (£45 00 trom 
ACE Computing on 0223 322559) is а 3D mod 





ейл and animation system. It s fast, versatile 
and relatively easy to use, though without 
Sculpt 305 user friendliness. It includes orthogo- 
паї or perspective projections, line or surface 
drawing, full hidden line and surface removal, 
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Other than the new Amstrads (see elsewhere in this month's issue), 
the now expanding range for the Acorn Archimedes. Come on a qui 





and instant scene and object transformations. It 
is even fast enough for some degree of real-time 
animation of solid 3D objects, something no 
package оп the Amiga can achieve. Ray trac 
modules are in preparation. John Downie is 
getting to grips with Euclid at the moment and 
his report will be on these pages very soon. 





NOT SO TAXING 

The name Forms in Fight always makes me 
think of my tax returns winging the way lo the 
taxman, Forms in Fight 2 (Amiga + 1 Mbyte, 
‘available from the Amiga Centre, Scotland on 
031 557 4242) is a vasti improved version of 
the 3D graphics and animation system from 
Miro Magic. With surface patches, texture 
mapping. phong shading, and path extrusions 
Forms in Flight 2 seems to hold the crown as the 
most advanced graphics package for а home 
computer. However. with Sculpt 4D well on the 
way тау be unthroned soon 

















MORE PAINT HYPE 
Not seen at the PC Show was the promised Atari 
system Hyperpaint (Atari £24 99) whi 
claims to ‘herald the next generation of graphics 
Packages. After а week of intensive use it 
became apparent that Atari have used more 
Hyperpaint is really just an 
better 

















the suggestion that Hyperpaint 2is 
discussion. 
The only unique feature of Hyperpaint is its 
ability to work on really large scanned images, 
Only on 1 Mbyte machines or larger. though. To 














the most interesting graphic software at the recent PC(w) Show was 
ick trip round the lastest developments on the software front... 


compete, Hyperpaint 2 must provide a very 
wide range of colour facilities or concentrate on 
doing one job really well. Perhaps a cut-down 
version of Adobe Ilustrator would be a better 
Tole model for a machine that is being promoted 
аза cheap Macintosh, Dlustrators an object an 
ented drawing system someway between CAD 
cand ‘painting designed to produce illustrations 
for DIP applications. Look out for this sort of 
package soon on the ST апа Amiga. 





QUANTUM STUMBLE 

Another disappointment is the latest version of 
Quantum Paint v1.05c for the ST. After months 
of waiting with bated breath because of various 
delays including the postal strike, it is stil far 
fom perfect, Bugs haunt the screen including а 
‘ghost of the control panel carried over occa: 
sionally to the drawing area, Worse there are 
stil no functions that actually use the 512 or 
4096 shade wide-band colour mode -ie smear 
and colourising (see Quantum Paint, ACE Issue. 
6), Again, despite its omni-colour modes, Quan. 
tum Paíntis still not as useful as Degas Elite 





-TO THE SUBLIME 
Eectic Image, arguably the most innovative 
producers of broadcast quality computer graph: 
кв in Britain have now acquired the first lage of 
ther new hardware system, Based around an 
AT&T Pixel Machines parallel processing render 
machine, they are now able to produce photo 
realist ray-taoe type animated graphics in 
real-time. The potential of this machine is such 
that we might soon be seeing a fulllength ani- 
mated film with the visual complexity of the 
Access Duck Pond advertisement. Ө 
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THE PC 


ALT 


You've been saving all your pennies up so 


that you can replace your 8-bit machine 


with an ST, Amiga or Archie, But wait a minute - could you be missing something? 
Mightn’ that hole in your lifestyle be PC-shaped? 








leading npanies all 


о а common 








standard. and vost number 
Write software for 
Commodore all get on the bandwagon, 
Prices ріш 
afford one of. 

Sounds exciting? Well 
very. very borin 
see, and the 





THE 8086 FAMILY 


The PC series is based on Intel's 8086 family of 
‘chips. Dating trom the late 1970s, the early mem- 
bers of his famiy took ал inelegant approach to 
the problems ol handing large memory sizes. ts 
hard to dispute that the 8086 is a poor chip for use 
in тоо compared to Motorola's 68000: ifs 
tougher to program, cant hande as much memo- 
fy (only 1 Meg compared to the 68000's 16 Meg) 
andis sower at normal cock speeds. 

The newer 80286 and 80386 chips are a 
good deal faster han the original 8086. but they 
cost more and are sill complex beasts to pro- 
ran. The improvement is welcome, but compara- | | 
Ме advances in the 68000 senes keep Motorola 
ahead n the bangs per buck stakes. 

There's a school of thought to the effect that 
upgrading te 60:86 ine si futher 6 just ow 
ing good money aher bad. Why Һалбсар new 
hips justin order to keep compatbity wilh old 
‘ones? With micro power increasing in leaps and 
‘bounds, is possible for totally incompatible chips 
е the nmos Transputer or Acom ARM to run 
(8086 programs at а reasonable speed. These 
‘emulation techniques are already paying off for 
‘Archimedes users, who can expand their 
machine s meagre range of games wih PC tes 
(see Catch 32, ACE issue 13) 

















A £1,000+ machine is 
igeon-holed in the business sector almost 
busting antics over the last year have done 
litle to change that view of them. Its a self 
fulfilling prophecy: game-buyers shun the PC 
Gs boring, soffware houses dont find PC 
games very lucrative, produce fewer of 
and so the PC really is boring. 

Lett fo itself, the British market would 
probably never break out of this vicious cir 
not going to be left to itself though, 
the totally different attitude to PCs 
find on the other side of the 




























the USA, home computers have to do 
all manner of different tasks People dont just 
want to play games: they want to do word 
processing, programming and any number 
of other things as well. Because of this need 
for versatility. and because US buyers are 
typically prepared to spend a good deal 
more than their British counterparts, the PC 
makes a natural machine for the American 

The upshot of all this is that American 
software houses produce large numbers of 
PC games, and many of these are very high 

ality items, (You can check out the b 
them, and some strong UK competition, on 
Pp32-33.) Bearing in mind what Dungeon 
Master and Interceptor did for the ST and 
Amiga respectively, а few good imports 
could certainly help the PCs games reputa- 
tion over here. 















































ENCOURAGING 
But why, you might reasonably ask, does it 
matter? At best a games-orientated PC could 
be almost as good a games machine as an 
ja. and cost about the same. Б 
really what the world needs 
In а word, yes. If graphically powerful 
PCs were available сї a low enough price 
here, that would probably mean better 
games and more of them. The enormous 
‘American PC user base wouldnt just provide 
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attractive imports, but also affer some very 
healthy overseas sales for games authors in 
this country. 

With a multimillion machine w 


















ket - something neither the ST nor the Amiga 
has yet achieved - there'd be enough ot a 
Tetum for software houses to take their time 





developing games. They wouldnt have to 
lop the charts to get their money back 
because even the also rans would be selling 
In vost numbers. 


INTERESTING 

The terrific thing about compatiblity 
'encourages software development. The bad 
thing about ıt is that once the software base 
hos built up, it gets very tough for manufac- 
turers to improve the machine design. Users 
‘would rather have an old. low-performance 
machine that runs the software than а 
revamped one that doesnt. 

Unfortunately the original design of 
IBM PC centred around Intel's 8086 family 
central processors (see box), and with hind 
sight that was a very poor choice 
етеп the cheapest modern PC is а g 
deal foster than IBM's original machines, pre- 
sent day users are still paying the price for 
design decisions made some years ago That 


atit 




















Sid, the typical cutprice PC of today hos 
more than enough processor power tor most 
entertainment purposes: what it lacks is 
graphic power 

GRAPHIC 

Because of the PCs age, and because it was- 





nt exactly statecttheart when brand new. 
there was no teal graphics standard includ 











Í! sounded like: the PCs 
Meant that you could plug in extra hard- 
‘Ware later on if graphics became important 

It this hadnt been possible, the PC would 
Probably be dead and buried by now. As it 
was graphic add-ons soon became very big 
business indeed, A wide range of 
оріс standards appeared fr 
thitd-party manufacturers, 
dominant ones all came fı 
Wete the Colour Graphics Adag 
the Enhanced Graphics Adapter (EGA) and 
ithe Video Graphics Array (VGA). 

‘You can check out precise details 
idifferent standards below, but the important 
Points re as follows. VGA can do anything 
GA cam do, and EGA can do anything CGA 
cam do, so there's no room for argument over 
Which one's best. If you can айога VGA. get 












various 














TIVES = 



































wise, go for BGA if 
possibly can 





OGA is very poor stuff 





gamers and bud- 
ding computer artists will 
ошу on paying 









cs standard. CGA 
ked rather creaky 
йе a while now 





320х200 эс 


rather 





— 
THE PÇ 200 


Just about the cheapest PC compatible ever sold 
in this county the Sinclair Professional PC200 is 
а bog standard 8086 machine with a 35 disk 
dive and а CGA display. The use of the Sinclair 
name suggests that Amstrad see the PC200 as a 
home machine and are trying to distance it kom 
the parent (арага new РС2000 range. Is not sur. 
prising then thatthe cheapest system, weighing n 
at around £344 inducing VAT, has по monitor and 
is ited with a TV modulator 

In pracice ifs rather hard to see the benefits 
of such a setup. Plugged into а TV, you lose the 
80-column definition needed for most serous 
applications. їп retum you get a colour display, but 
thas small consolaton given how poor CGA 
graphics tend ое 

With a monitor, the PC200 wil doubles be 
а very useful machine o have around for ай he 
usual text-based appicatons. It entertainment 
potential seems low, and anyone looking for an 
expandable machine woud certainly do better 
wih one of the roomier PC15125 or 16405 
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SPECIAL 


resolution mode of the Amstrad CPC. The big 
‘weakness here is that theres no paletie as 
such - just two colour schemes, either white- 
cyan-magenta-black or red-green-yeliow- 
black. Most CGA games use the former 
scheme because of its higher contrast, but 
Bite got by very nicely in red, green and 
yellow 

Though its primitive stuff even by ВЫ! 
standards, the ОЗА screen does have one 
big advantage: ifs very small Small in 
memory terms, that is to say. The advantage. 
here isnt in the spoce taken up - all PC dis 
Play cards come with whatever memory 
they need - but in speed 
The main factor in a micros speed os a 
games machine is its 
Power. lo screens 
Tatio. Most of the proces 
sors time during a game 
goes on altering the con. 
tenis of screen memory: 
clearly a more powertul 
Processor con get this 
kb done quicker, but 
equally a smaller screen 





ün memory terms) 
speeds things up by 
leaving the processor 
with less to do. 


On the power tront the 
typical PC central pro- 
cessor cant match the 
MAST machines 
MC68000 (see box), but 
the CGAs tiny 16K 
screen more than make 
up for this. By contrast 
the ST has to work with a 
whacking 32K for a full 
colour display, while the 
Amiga may have to 
handle upwards of 40K 





EGA 
ИССА is curling up a 
бе at the edges, BGA Б 
stil alive and kicking. 
As a games standard ifs 
at least in the same 
league as the ST and 
Amiga, with а typical 
game mode of 320x200 
pixels in 16 colours. The 











THE MAST 
MACHINES 


In America the Macintosh, Amiga and ST - collec- 
"iy known аз he MAST machines - are com- 
monly seen as the next step on from PC compati- 
dide bete е 
money, and dont : 

тшше. Тш sad, these 0800956 
‘machines dont come anywhere near challenging. 
the PCs vast user base even when the three of 
‘them are taken together. 

The whole problem is that the throe 
machines cant realy be taken together. They've 
(ol incompatible hardware and dk formats, are 
aimed at different markets, and are built by fierce 
ly protective manufacturers. Theyve also got di- 
ferent operating systems, and because these are 
based around WIMP front-ends they're all difficult 


"ings for programmers to get to grips wih. 


EGA-equipped PC does lose out on palette 
size - you only get 64 colours to choose from 
= but has useful high-resolution modes the 
68000 machines can match. 

Ot course, that kind of colour freedom 
cand pixel resolution makes an EGA screen а 
pretty sizable thing. That doesnt mean EGA 
games run slowly mind you, even with a 
bog. standard 8МН: 8086 providing the 
ower. The screen memory is very cleverly 
organised to help speed things up, so that for 
many purposes a 32K EGA screen can take 
less work to handle than its 16K CGA 
equivalent 








VGA 

The hottest display standard around right 
now, VGA offers screens of up to 640х480 
pixels in 16 colours out of 64, or 320х200 in 
256 colours out of 250,000 odd. Both of these. 
modes require high-class, high-ptice moni 
tors, making them rather а small market for 
games authors at the moment 

The 256-colour mode has other problems 
too as lar as game-writing goes, In particu. 
lar. the screen is huge (64K) and theres no 
hardware help to reduce this burden, That 
kind ol load would tax an ST severely, and a 
typical PC clone doesn! even have the 
power ot an ST. The programmers left with 
ап unenviable choice: either (a) stick to 
дате styles that dont need large, frequent 
screen alterations or (b) restrict their games 
to high-speed 80286 or 80384 machines, cut. 
ting the potential market stil further. Not sur. 
prisingly, most people go for option (c) and 
stick to BGA modes, on the basis that the 
VGA can manage these too, 

Its on the art side of things thot the 256. 
colour mode really comes into its own. The 
potential here is enormous: while the Amiga 
may be dble to manage more colours on 
screen at once, ће VGA freedom of colour 
use and enormous palette more than offset 
this. For ray-tracing or hand- painting itd be 
a natural 
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w throe of. 


he three 
f Theyve 


эше | Ë PAC-MAN IS 
d BACK & 
UNCING IN 


3D! 


AVAILABLE ON: 

ATARI ST & AMIGA £19.95 

C64 & AMSTRAD CPC DISK £14.95 
C64 Cassette £9.95; SPECTRUM, 
D £895 





1987 NAMCO LTD. All rights reserved 
icensed from Tengen 
1988 GrandslamB Entertainments Ltd. 





‘Screenshots taken from ATARI ST. Screenshots taken from SPECTRUM 
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SPECIAL 


he British public dont know quite 
what to make of PC games. If the PC 
belongs in the office, as most people 
seem to think it does, what are peo 
ple doing producing leisure software 
for if? The odd pop-up, high fun-factor game 
like Tetris makes sense as an executive toy, 
ата on the same basis you could understand 
adventures with ‘boss mode’ imitation 
spreadsheet displays. But what about great 
epics like Elite or Drill 


PC cert 






























nly are strange things. 








While n more of the big UK houses 
are converting their main: titles to t 
PC as a matter of course now, these 












recent phenomenon. Th 
effort made to use the PCs power ef 
and the resulting games tend to make the 
PC look like cm honorary 8-bit 
great classics of fe 
the Atlantic. This isnt just a legacy 
xchines origins either: the di 











games PCs play. 








Never mind the hardware - what about the games? Whether you've got a super-fast 
80386 machine with a £1,000 monitor, or just a Sinclair PC200 plugged into a telly, a 
PC's only as much fun as the software running on it. Andy Wilton investigates the 
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‘American market, and ifs pushing things for. 
ward at an impressive pace. 


THE AMERICAN EFFECT 
The PC may be a business machine as far as 
the British are concerned, but across the 
Atlantic its big news in the games market 
PC games are hardly а novelty in them 
selves of course - after dll, the PCs boen 
Ground longer than the Spectrum or the C64 
Whats making the headlines now is the 
explosion in EGA games, and the enormous. 
improvement in graphics that this means. 

A renaissance in PC games is long over. 
due. The average American PC is a powerful 
beast, some fair way upmarket of its British 
counterpart, Fast 80286 central processors 
Gre becoming increasingly common, and 
BGA capability is reckoned to be just about 
essential. Running a CGA game on this kind 
of equipment is like using an ST to emulate a 
Spectrum, so its only natural that theres а 
big demand for better looking software. 

Thats not to say the CGA standards 
been bad for the US games industry, mind 
you. While the obsession in Europe has been 
with brighter, faster, smoother graphics, 


The Bitmap Brothers’ Speed Ball (Image- 
works) looks.a whole lot better when 
your PC's got EGA graphics. 
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(Left and below) The arriv: 2 
of the Crown (Cinemaware) in EGA form 
shows just how far the standard's come 
оп over the last year. 





| THE EGA | 
REVOLUTION 


game wont win 


For details on the EGA (Enhanced 


Graphics Adapter) display, you'll have 
to leat back a couple of pages. In a nut. 
shell though, EGA gives the PC a 16- 
colour high- resolution screen to rival 
ST or Amiga displays. It also provides 
cunning hardware help, allowing games 
to update the screen faster than would 
normally be possible. 






mally associate with the 
Amiga, are about 
man‘basher D 











ually orien and German pro- 
grammers away from their Amigas. 
































E: WHAT NEXT? 
The hope now is that the EGA PC wil 
game authors in the States have looked to in b natic second or third choice 
depth gamepiay as а way of selling their 1624 une, getting conversions of major 
wares, games almost automatically. This process 
The effort paid off: role-playing games have will take time: affer all, the Amiga had a 
flourished, ond text adventures are still = while back there and ST | 
going strong, Could Se games will port directly over to it. Converting. 
Ultimo series, or Inic 68000 game over to o PC is an enormous 





have topped the ch: 
in America! You can see the 
Work in the field of 
"Bolobytes Falcon is 
UK standards, whi 
Flight Simulator series of games are so 
detailed they arent really games at all 


task by comparison 

F time being. EGA nes are 
the exception rather than the rule in this 
tually standards will move on 
have done in the US, so that CGA 
he wayside and EGA becomes the 
plable set- up. The potential 
t into the US market 
could give UK software houses a huge boost 
# they con provide the depth and realism 
that American gamers demand 




















‘OLD GLORY h ga ups rated Joan of 
This depth reflects am important fact about | Arc appearing in BGA PC form. The stron: 
Ihe American computer market as a whol 
















































































Computer users in the States are а m: 
ings for- bunch by UK standards, typically in the 
(t 30s: Bob Jacob of Cinemawcre recki 
"The average person who buys one of o 
products in the US is probably about 32 years 
Miro ld? This age factor is particularly ро 
ов the mounoed with the PC because of its strong 
market. "fce presence: theres а significant knock: 
| them- 'n ellect of people buying PCs to take work 
y been home to. 
he ca These older users tend to like brainy 
s the (ames with а lot of long-term appeal, and | 
ormous dont mind spe few hours wading 
e though а manual. US games players dont 
g over- go їп for handeye coordination 
owerful Teoction games so much 
British thet reflexes just arent up | 
ошо dards They also care for а diferent 
ù, and Subject matter: loy related. games are 
| about things in the Stat ports persone 
ie inet licences are much sought after 
ulate a The problem with carefully wrought ———— 
uda heavyweight PC gc hat they tend to | 
E. Hook rather dreary. PC users will soon get to 
pon hear how good games like Falcon or Ultima 
e V ше, and wont be put off by rather unin- 
hemn Spiting CGA screenshots, The same doesnt до | 
Tphics, Jot people thinking ot buying no Spec- 
mago- In four colour CGA, Falcon (Spectrum 
when Holobyte) was a game for purists. In 16, 
Falcon AT is great stuff all round. тата! LIEICLIT- 
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“COMPLETELY BRILLIANT” „allat отак ү, 


“STUNNIN' 
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itting Image Productions Ltd. 
iter: Geoff Atkinson - Music: Phil Pope 
liustrator: Paul Cemmick - Puppets created by Fluck and Law 


DOMARK 
PUBLICATION ‘Telephone 01-780 2224 


Ferry House, Lacy Road, Putney, London, SW15 1PR. 











SPECIAL 


much. 


ficial versions of coin-op games 
stand а good chance of cleaning 
up at Christmas, to the point where 
smaller software houses that oon- 
centrate on original games cont 
get a lookin during the festive season. No 
‘wonder licence-hoiders are tetchy about pro- 
tecting their rights 

Recently, Activision has been getting 
fiercely protective of its R-Type licence, scru- 
tinising five games from other software hous- 
es (hardly surprising. when one Katakis 
demo apparently featured a message trom 
the programmers to the effect ot thank you 
to RType and the inspiration it has given 
us) 

A month or so ago, US Gold withdrew 
Great Giana Sisters following pressure trom 
Nintendo who felt it looked a bit too much 
like Super Mario Brothers Wearing the boot 
on the other foot, US Gold prompted Elite to 
make noises about libel after making claims 
that Overlander bore too striking а resem- 
blance to its coin-op licence, Roodblasters 

Last year there was а Breakout Revival 
The official licence to Arkanoid acquired by 
Imagine met up with Krakout. Addictaball 
Batty, and Giganoid along with a host of oth- 
ers that led a French magazine to review six 
teen games that bore a striking resemblance 
to Arkanoid, and admit that they hadn't cov- 
ered ай the possibilités. Ironically, while the 
owners of the official Arkanoid licence 
growled in defence to their rights, the coin-op 
company which had sold them the licence 
was itself sued by the people who brought 
Super Breakout into the arcades. Funny old 
world, isnt it? 


THE OLD, OLD STORY 

The only thing that is new, is the fuss. The 
entertainment software industry came into 
being with back-bedroom clones of existing 
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games, and as it grew, it fuelled itself by 
drawing ‘unofficial inspiration from existing 
products. For a long time, people didnt even 
think about buying licences. 

Despite todays legal shenanigans, pub- 
lishers and programmers are set to keep оп 
Cloning - ог least borrowing and re-working 
ideas. Maybe there really are only a handful 
of basic game ideas, which are bound to 
Crop up again and again, or maybe the cre- 
ative spark that brought games like Valhal- 
la, Knight Lore and Manic Miner has been 
extinguished by the scrabble for солор 
licensing opportunities. 

The naughtiness began right at the stort. 
when the first home computers were 
released. Many of the captains of todays 





"Larger companies, like ourselves and Activi- 
sion are beginning to realise that if youre. 
going to pay large amounts of cash for 
licences, you're not going to put up with other 
firm's duplication of the game.” David Baxter, 
US Gold. 





Firebird's version of Space Invaders 








LICENSED 
TO CLONE 


Imitation: it's been going on for years. Chaucer and Shakespeare collected up other people's stories and re-worked them, each 
producing similar versions of Troilus and Criseyde/Cressida for example. But Troilus wasn't a coin-op, and nobody minded 


Nowadays, pop producers are sampling recordings, borrowing other people's sounds as well as other people's tunes. 
Software publishers, too, draw inspiration from each other's work, sometimes to the point of abject plagiarism. In ‘the trade’ 
corporate piracy of ideas and licences is a hotter issue than home piracy nowadays... With the big companies relying more and 
more on arcade licences to provide the hits, they're getting aggressively protective about what they regard as their ‘property’. 
But the record of time reveals that the sinned against are as much the software sinners, as we discover... 


software industry who are now getting a hot 
under the collar about clones were involved 
in small software enterprises that began by 
selling totally unofficial versions of games 
like Space Invaders. Rod Cousens of Activi- 
sion, for instance, began his career in the 
software industry with Quickslva, but more 
of that later... Programmers now earning 
very tidy livings from producing official 
arcade conversions often learnt their craft 
adopting and adapting games they had 
seen in the arcades, with never a whiff of a 
licence agreement in the ай. 

Industry veteran Andrew Hewson recalls 
the early days: "It simply didnt occur to peo- 
ple that there was any kind of problem with 
rights, Everyone was doing versions of 
arcade games, so you just joined in." 

Some companies changed the game 
play and fiddled with the tile - like Intercep- 
tor, with Krazy Kong, PSS with Crazy Kong, ot 
Artic with Monkey Bizness - even Ocean 
started that way, but at least they were the 
first company to buy the an arcade licence 
dor Hunchback, with Superior Software who 
‘went for the BBC rights). Others just went out 
and cloned shamelessly, Like Quicksiva 
who produced Defender, Invaders, QS 
Scramble, Asteroids and Galaxians, 

As official licences were acquired, direct 
cloning of classic games continued, Just 
before its demise, Mikro-Gen was preparing 
to launch a series of budget ‘arcade classics, 
and а few years ago Bubble Bus had the 
same idea, releasing Classic Muncher as a 
budget Pacman. Classic cloning still hasnt 
died out. About a year ago, Firebird released 
Arcade Classics and enjoyed great success 
with its quartet of clones - Space Invaders, 
Asteroids, Snakes and Space Wars - which 
apparently became one of its topsellng 
budget titles. And not an official licence in 
sight 
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SEEKING INSPIRATION 
locking to the arcades for inspiration was 
common in the early days of games pro- 
gramming, os David Llewellyn of Walking 
Cucles (nee Design Design and Crystal) 
recalls: "When we started Crystal nobody 
thought two hoots about bringing out Space 
Invaders and calling thelr game Space 
Invaders. We didnt do exact copies, but bor- 
Towed here and there. Tank Busters owed 
quite a lot to Battlezone, and then the line 
Vector routines from Tank Busters were 
improved and adapted for a space game. 
which appeared а lile while atier the 
туш! of Star Wans in the arcades: Dark Star 
“n those days, we were just kids getting 
оп with if, David remembers, ‘every now 
‘ond again we heard of someone being 
Warned off but we were а bit naive - to 
Instance, we wrote a game and called it 
Nemesis, nol even knowing that there was 


nem, each 
ү minded 





e's lunes. Gn arcade game with that name. It would 
the trade’ ‘have cost a lot of money to fight the issue in 
‘court, whether we won or lost the case, so 
more and ‘we called the game Nexor ° 
1 
кое. КЫШЫ 
"You must have heard it said that there are 
only six jokes in the world, and every joke is 
ting a hot RU Grecy related to one of those six. Wel, there 
е involved. s 
began by ‘ate probably only six or seven games in the 
at games World too.” Steve Wilcox, Elite 
s of Activi- 
eer in the 
. but more It challenged. companies tended to back 
w earning fff, Mictodeal, for instance, ram up against 
ng official Activision with Cuthbert in the Jungle, as 
their craft John Symes remembers: "they said our game 
they һай ‘wos а copy, and that they were going to 
t whiff of ar ‘Sue, Talking to our solicitors. we learnt that it 
Would probably cost us £18,000 to go to 
pon recalls Cour, before we got a decision, so we said 
сш to peo- ‘Okay, well kick it into touch." In the absence 
blem with ‘of legal aid for companies, as John points 
ersions of ‘out, a large company can bankrupt a small 
i One before a case gets to court 
he game- John still believes that you shouldn't be 
ө Intercep- rable fo copyright an idea. "Copyright exists 
ү Kong, or їп the artistic content - it someone copies 
en Ocean 


‘game graphics then theres reason for people 
toget upeet 

‘Atari was amongst the first companies to 
get protective about the rights to a game - in 
1982, t produced a version of Pacman for its 
Consoles, and started making noises about 
home computer clones of the game. Bug 
Byte was warned ott and withdrew Vicman, 
‘while arch hardware rivals Commodore got 
ê a spot of bother with Atari over Jelly 
(Was 


"Rhe cloning continued, however, in a 


з had the fatty unashamed manner. Pacman is one of 
icher as a the ‘great game themes, which has 
stil hasn't pected over and over again - while 
d released 


Фала Siam has done the decent thing and 
Collected official licences to the more recent. 
Pacman arcade machines, other companies 
ave continued to borrow Pacinspiration, 
“fight up to US Gold with their recent Pepsi 
| Mad Mix Challenge game, reviewed this 
вше. 





Giganoid: judged to be 'a mirror image’ of 
Arkanoid in Issue 12 

SOFTWARE PROTECTION 

Buying arcade rights has become a highly 
competitive and expensive business. Lead. 
ing software publishers bid against each 
other for the opportunity to produce the offi- 
cial version of coin-op games: the stakes are 
high, and are getting higher. Last year, for 
instance, the Out Run licence is rumoured to 
have cost US Gold in the region of £250,000 - 
‘add in the cost of programming five versions, 








SPECIAL 


tot up the advertising bills, count in the 
‘expense of producing the disks, tapes, inlays 
‘and so on, and you realise that an awful lot 
of US Gold money was riding on the success 
Cr failure of the titie. 

Publishers need to sell a lot of units in 
order to recoup that sort of investment, and 
they are understandably wary of having an 
expensive hit title undermined by а ‘clone’, 
ог ‘lookalike’ game produced without а 
licence. The arguments that theres plenty of 
room for everyone, or that a real fan of an 
arcade game will buy the official version 
long with unofficial versions doesnt con: 
vince the owners of expensive licences. 

Last year, there was a fair bit of upfront 
sabre-atiling in Computer Trade Weekly, the 
industry newspaper - several companies 
announced the acquisition of licences with 
aggressive adverts pointing ош that their 
solicitors would be watching for clones, This 
year the issue has gone slightly more public, 

But where does drawing inspiration end 
and cloning begin? Were programmers such 
Gs John Ritman and Steve Crow guilty of 





THE SAGA OF MONOPOLY 


Arcade games were not the only "her case on the grounds that 
source of inspiration in the early "her computer game was not 
‘days of the software industry. Tra- ‘based on Monopoly, but on a tra- 
tional entertainments, such as tion of property trading games 
card games and board games that was nearly as old as chess, 
were converted forthe home The injuction was withdrawn at 
‘computer in droves. Clearly. no- ‘the doors ol he High Court 
‘one owns the rights to chess, according to Mel Croucher, and. 
draughts or bridge - they are n about six months later it became. 
ihe pubic domain and anyone fes are ranged around the edges cear hal Waddnglors dint 
can come up wih а computerised ofthe board, Pubic Services are intend to take the matter any fur- 
version without fear of aerating featured, players have 1o deal е. By ths time, most of he 
someone who holds rights. ‘wih a Go To Jail square and со. other smal software companies 
Properytracing games, the lect £200 for completing a cuit backed of, however withdrawing 
chess, go back along way = as of the board. Sound familar? And thelr property rang 
lar back as Egyptian mes - but this game was on commercial Sadiy, the boss ol one such solt- 
Monopoly, produced in his coun: release some 20 years belore ware house commited suicide 
iybyWadóngonsundericence American boardgame giants Park- around that ime — the pressures 
since the 19305, has enjoyed a er Brothers boughtup the rightsto ol running Rabbit Software 
‘monopoly on commercial proper- ree games — one called became too much lor Alan Sav- 
ty-vading boardgames for around Monopoly and wo others on эде, one ol he frst casuales ol 
Шу years. Intha eary 1980s,a which twas based, The Land- he entertainment sofware indus- 
handful ol sofware houses pro: — lords Game and Finance. „ 
‘duced попороу-вуе property- In May 1983, Mel Croucher Nowadays Leisure Genius 
‘racing games without approach- and Christian Penfold released a publish he official, hcensed ver. 
ing Wackingtons. Waddingtons дате caled Automonopohonthe sion of Waddington’s Monopoly, 
gotupset- even though the US Spectrum published by their and have he marke to fhem- 
‘Appeal court had ruled hat Park- company Automata, twas just емес. 
er Brothers, the company hal one of a number of computerized Interestingly, between April 
granted Wadóintons their property-trading games released and November 1983 a period 
Monopoly сепсе, had по fight lo around tha time. Wadngtons when he оро computer games 
‘the ‘Monopoly trading name, and reacted with an injuction, so Were selling well, sales of the. 
despite the tact hat property-rad- Automata changed the name to ^ Monopoly board game also went 
ing games have along histor. — Go To Jal. Latein 1989, justas very wel lor Waddinglons, appar- 
Inthe Museum of Chighood е peak Christmas sling perod ent increasing by 36% over the 
in Edinburgh, юг instance here's маз looming, Waddingtons threat- same period in the previous year, 
а boxed boardgame caled Brer ened Automata wih another ijuc- зое argument that imitation is 
Fox an Brer Rabba which was Son, lo prevent the marketing ol — nat only the sincerest form of fat- 
manulacturedin 1910by Newbie Со To Jail. tery, but actualy increases sales 
‘games. лаз а square board wih Automata made iclear that тау have some grounding... 
‘a Treasury in the centre, proper- they intended to fight, delending 
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SPECIAL 


plagiarism with Batman and Wizard's Lat, or 
were they just programming in the Ultimate 
School in much the same мау os Mor 
painted in the Impressionist style? And does 
the same hold true of Rainbow Arts, the peo- 
ple behind Great Giana Sisters and a num: 
ber of other lookalikes? 

Personalities come into copyright rows 
too, it seems. Mark Cale of System 3 had а 
spot of bother in the States over Internation 
al Karate, which Data East thought rese 
bled their arcade game Karate Champ. 1 
think that might have been a personal thing 
between Райа East and Epyx (who released 
IK in the States), The men were different and 
the moves were different, but there is only so 
much you can do in а Karate game - karate 
5 karate, after all", Mark observes. 

So long as the theme for a game is in the 
public domain - like chess, backgammon, 
































Rod Cousens, Ac! 





traditional cardgames or sports - there cant 
be much of а сазе for copyright infringment. 
Or can there? Monopoly caused quite a row 
years ago (see box). Sometimes ifs diffi 
cult to determine who owns what - as in the 
cose of the Arkanoid/Super Breakout row 
that broke out m the arcades affer the 
Arkanoid licence had been sold for home 
‘computer conversion 

Activision had the rights to Rampage, 
bought from the coin-op company. and then 











US Gold came up with Ramparts while 
working on T-Wrecks (now to 
ig deal with 





Gremlin we 
leosed as part of a lice 
the manufacturers of Chewits) 
involving monsters smashing 








Chewits have been 

hat stas а Ram 
years, 

lement of publicly 
in the disputes 

» the desire to nur- 





Tunning а commercial 
page-type monster for ее 








л har 
mony, as happened with US Golds Gaunt 
let Frebrds Druid and Bectic Dreams 
Dandy. Sometimes they fall out. And some- 


Sometimes the big boys сап coe 








times they dont care - like Ultimate, who did 
nothing about the host of imitators thot fol 





lowed leaders like Knight Lore, Atic Atac 
and Sabrewulf But then Ultimate came trom 
the arcades in the first place, made their 
money and went back. 


ALTERNATIVE 
STRATEGIES 


Spending money on a licence nowadays is a 
speculate investment, а form of venture cap 
talism in effect, with work often subcontracted 10 
programmers. No wonder he giants of the soft: 
Ware industry are protective of their rights. 
Under British copyright law, as it exists at the 
moment, taking action is expensive and the out 
соте against а clone arranger is uncertain. 

One strategy that no-one has tried yet is to 
buy an licence, announce the aquistion to the 
trade and sit ight. Alter six months or so, sever- 
al companies would have produced clones from. 
the coin-op, so the licence holder could step in, 
annexe the best version for publication and 
issue injunctions on ай ће others, thereby sav 
ing all the expense and hassle of hiing pro 
gamers 

















THE WOLF PACK 














The ‘miltary shoot-em-up’ is hardly new to the home computer or the coin-op 
machine, and Operation Wot is the most recent in а ine of soderiilers that 
include Commando and Ikari Warriors. This Christmas, Ocean is set to wow shoot 
em-up fans wit ts oficial licence of Tato's machine-gun mayhem game. This issue, 
Screen Test looks at Wolf from Ocean, and also casts a criical eye over two other 
games that could easily have been inspired by the arcade machine: POW and Vet 
eran. But where does the chain end? Operation МоЙ tsel s hardy amazingly orig- 
ral.. 

Gary Bracey of Ocean is philosophical - fs highly unlikely that Ocean wil be 
rushing of o he courts to take action against Wol-ike games. "Ifs a shame", he 
comments, “жете paying fora licence, and ы. 
her people may be cashing in on fe BEN] 
back ofthe arcade machine's success, but 
we dont feel too threatened by ir. Ocean's 
line seems lo be that they wil pass on any 
potential Wolf cones to Taito rather than 
take action themselves. 

Gary Braceys strategy in the clone 
wars i to produce the best game, making 
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эле that any Ocean icence makes unoficial imitators ook just Ike pale imitations. 
"We've ted to get as cose as possible Io the feel of Operation Wolf you cant do 
games ike WEC Le Mans, Outrun and Wok and actualy simulate the controls, but 
weve got as cose as possible. Our game stands up — we've created the feel and 
atmosphere of the coin-op n so tar as tis possible to do so" 

Hes not too impressed by Veteran "o be very objective, our game stands up 
wel in comparison - weve got beter graphics, beter conto’, пог is he оо worried 
by POW "we saw t a while ago, and again didn feel too threatened - its all small 
sprites in he distance.” 

Mungo Amyat-Leir ol Sotware Horizons, the people behind Veteran, can see 

some similarities between his 
game and Operation МОЕ 
"Obviously, it as a similar уре 
ol gameplay - nobody can deny 
"ha". Bul i seems unlikely that 
any arcade coring has taken 
place... "Our programmer lives 
and works in Yugoslavia, and | 
doubt he's had the opportunity 
1o play ће arcade machine. 


(Top left) Veteran. The briet we gave him was to 
(Above) P.0.W. make an exciting 30 comman: 
(Left) Operation Wolf o shoot-em-up, and Veteran is 


just what he came up with.” 

Actionware's Howard Newmark sighs when he is asked about POW in the con- 
text ol Operation Wolt. “ts going back lo the same old subject’, he says, "ike how 
many diferent types of Karate game are there, or how many diferent types of game 
сал you have that involve using a gun. POW is certainly not plagiarsed from Opera- 
ton Wolf. Athough he admits that POW might have drawn some inspiration from 
games ike Wot, Howard Newmark points out that t was being designed and writen 
months ago as a game to go wth Acionware's Ighgun peripheral 

t seems unlikely that Software Horizons or Acionware set out to cone Wot (for 
a start, it could be argued that they would have done а much better job). Ав Mungo 
AmyattLes says "F's quite a popular game theme at the moment, to Kil a lot of peo- 
ре, and you cant really cence a game theme, The problem in the marketplace at 
the moment is to come up with an original theme that is popular with the publ.” 
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, ATARI ST/ AMIGA £19.95, AMSTRAD £9.95. IBM - P.O.A 


COMING SOON - CBM 64 (DISC) £14.95. 
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Including VAT. Plus 50р post & packing 
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45 LOCKING 
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CBM 64/128 £ 9.9 


DISK £14. 
ATARI ST £19.9) 
IBM PC £19.9 
AMIGA £19.9 








SCREEN TES 


Welcome, to the biggest Screen Test section ever. It's not just big either, it's 
absolutely bursting with headlining games that will make this the hottest 
Christmas yet. There are no less than six 900 rated games and another five 
that got close, scoring over 800. 

Among them, are some classic coin-op conversions for which we have 
devised an additional rating — the new Arcade Accuracy rat- 
ing indicates just how well the programmers have managed to 
reproduce the graphics, sound and overall feel of an arcade 
game, given the limitations of the machine been converted for. 
It doesn't reflect how good a computer game the conversion is: 
for that you still refer to the ACE Rating. Operation Wolf, R- 
Type and SDI are the pick of the month's conversions - great 
programming, great games. 

There are some fantastic original titles in the form 
of Powerdrome - futuristic racing action; Bombuzal - 
a puzzle game set to be a classic; and Joan of Arc - 
amarvellous strategy game. They all weigh in with = 
900 ratings. Still not enough for you? Well, how about 0 
the pick of the updates, as Nebulus and Driller 
arrive on the ST and Amiga to rave receptions? Role-play- 
ers аге in for a treat as well, with Pool of Radiance also 
busting the 900 barrier. 

It's the biggest and it's full of the best, enjoy. 



















THE RATINGS 


ай you need to glance tis the Rod Lawton prefers to reason with 
renowned ACE RATING. This is alens- then shoot hem, Bob 
calculated according othe area — Wade (ex Personal Computer 
under the PIC. The bigger itis. Games, Zap and Amstrad 
the betier the game. Add 1o hat Acton) has played more computer 
оу definitive ratings fr Ю Factor games than any sane person 
(wil дме your brain cells а мок. ought 1o. Add Graeme Kidd, who 
(ut?) and Fun Factor -a measure joins us tis month as Editor wih a 
ofinstant appeal andexhlaraton background in computer games 
as you vo into he баз nearly аз wide as his waist is 
game. And, ofcourse, round (he started with Central TV- 
we rate fhe Graphics and Бл remember him on CRASH or 
ибо йесі оо, Тһе Games Machine? read him in 
EVERY machine he Your Sinclair or The One? Enough 
game's avalabie on, sad) 
Every game on he folow- 

WHY you can rely ing pages has been seen by all ot 

them... us. We compare notes, express 
The ACE reviewing ieam covers adler opinions, and only then 
broad spectrum of computer enter- do we decide who's to take final 
tainment talent. Andy Witon- ^ responsiblity tor geting our Views 
ACES resident technical wizz ls into print. What ойон, then, isnt 
‘sandy wih a smart bom ashe ^ just a collection of casual com- 
is wih hexadecimal. Andy Smith ments, but the definitive ACE ver- 
wouldnt know hexadecimal from a соп ће montis software. 
halen he gourd, but can wipe Меле следев out - now you 
the foor with any number of ašens. сал too. 
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SCREEN TEST 


you can always revert to pumping 
machine gun fire into the tanks. 


OCEAN spray 


OR» erai 
thousam: 

amusement halls up and down 也 
ringing to the sound of hundreds of 
guns bratto-tat-atting. Th 
the game hass been q whi 
home micro, but now the &-bit w 
complete with ST and Amiga 
shortly for an alHormats releae. Has 


















has reached the top. Another hit and 
you'll be finished, here. 
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managed to capture the excitement о 
coin-op? 


rescue the hostages held 
tion camp and make su 
a getaway plane thats fou 
Armed with a 











Stage one on the Amstrad - with no rockets 
remaining and five tanks and four helicopters 


left to destroy, your chances are slim. 
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restorative 
appear on the 

dynamite 
act like smart bombs, clearing 
if you shoot them. 











E ا‎ 
C64 version - out of ammo! Line up on 
that magazine and hope you hit it with 
опе of the few free shots you're give 





C64 VERSION 


The only one of the three reviewed here that gives 
you the option to play with either mouse or joystick. 
Playing with the mouse is the easier option, but you 
d get more ammo and grenades at the start ol he 
‘game il you play with joystick. The colision detec- 
‘ion is the tightest on he C64 so you can find your- 
зе! shooting through the gap between baddies legs 
i youre not careful. Playing on joystick В very tough 
10 begin with, but Ike most things perseverance 
pays of 


GRAPHICS 9 
AUDIO 8 


iQ FACTOR 1 
FUN FACTOR 9 
ACE RATING 894 


AMSTRAD VERSION 
The most сосот and with the fastest scroll ofthe 
bt ot which affects the gameplay quite a bi i 
youve played the other versions, Terri, if very 
‘indies, tun. 


GRAPHICS 9 10 FACTOR 1 
AUDIO 7 FUN FACTOR 9 


ACE RATING 894 





SPECTRUM VERSION 

The graphics are ай n monochrome (though the 
‘colour changes for each stage) so сап be tough lo 
‘see the baddies sometimes. The game loads in one 
go on 128K machines but в mulidoad on 48K 
‘machines, Youll ind yourset playing this for a long | 
time to coma ~ even i you manage to complete it 
youll find yourself coming back whenever you feel 
the urge fo blast away at some baddies. 








GRAPHICS в 
Aupio 6 


ıa FACTOR 1 
FUN FACTOR 9 


ACE RATING 887 
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two оп the Spectrum - you've just 
yed one gun boat and you've one 
more rocket left for the other one. 


that ges 





э you have 
atch them. 
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CTRUW £89565 [14.950 REVIEWED илин — Eme š f 


"AMSTRAD INE HSE STEVE 
£9.85es £14.99dk REVIEWED "ins: Bea host 
Abo nuce 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE ШЫ Кы 
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INJURY LEVEL CRITICAL V 


Its not easy to get the hang of, but master the 
controls and you're hooked 
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UPDATE SPECIAL 


ST @ Elite £19.99dk each 


Hamer is опе of the fastest, 

most colourful and action- 
packed arcade games around. On the home 
Computer, it was very successful in its &bit 
forms and is proving just os good in its ST 
incarnations, 

‘Harrier takes the interesting perspective of 
having everything coming straight at you out 
о the screen. You control а man with a jet- 
pack who can fly anywhere around the 
screen and shoots trom the hip with a laser. 

‘The landscape rushes forwards, bringing 
static ground objects and ой sorts of alien 
‘waves straight at you. With the ground 
objects its а simple matter of seeing them 
‘coming and getting the hell out of the way or 
blasting them if they're destructible, 

The aliens of course arent such a simple 
matter. Not only to they follow many different 
movement patterns but they also shoot accu- 
rately, and can come zipping onto the screen. 
from right next to you or gradually advance 
from the far distance. This element of perspec- 
tive is what makes the game so enjoyable 
and yet so difficult. No matter where they are 
in terms of perspective the allens con stil 
shoot at you. 

Theres a very impressive collection of 





COIN OP SCORE 9 








SPACE HARRIER | and II 


The basic game is certainly a great one 
for sheer speed and zapping action. Space 
Harrier П - essentially a second data disk = 
doesnt really otter much that is new, but fans 
will probably enjoy the extra challenge, 

9 Bob Wade 


ATARI ST VERSION 
The sprites are giant sized and move very fast - ioo 
fast at mes. makes excellent use of colour and 
has some superbly designed aliens. The music is 
Qood and here are competent biasing efiects. 


GRAPHICS 9 10 FACTOR 1 
aupio 7 FUNFACTOR в 
ACE RATING 729 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





INTEREST LEVEL 


Addictive and difficult blasting action 





Big, bad robots are just one of the many awkward aliens. 





Fortunately there isnt any of 








that distasteful burning at the 
stake nonsense in this game 
Insteac trates on the 





battle wn а King 
1 the Fre 


the Engl 









France and 









xm. youre show 
the 





Joan of 
and 





vommands an army that is al 


under attack. You take the role of Charles, heir || 














to the throne and can с amy. 
The first objective is to gain the throne, which | 
involves conquering Orleans and Reims, 

The main game menu seven 
lions, but at the start all that is available is | 





A list of the French characters currently 
available to you. On the right are the 
attributes of one of them. Clearly he' 

‘good man to send on a diplomatic mission. 












vence а campaign by mov- 
mmanded by Joan and 
armies or towns. Armies meet 
open field, while 
tress is a matter of fighting your 















mbat y icons 
s. cavalry and bombards 
i numbers will trium 





ох J 































ing towns is m 

there а combat sequence 

got to fight past several sol 

then the walls must be 

scaled, avoiding the rocks and boiling ol 

thrown down at you. The situation is reversed 

when someone attacks one of your towns 

you defend the wall by throwing rocks and oil 

F to gain the crown results in Joan 

being pensioned off and the game ending, 

but as King you can access the other options 
оп the menu and the real game begin: 

King has to liberate the whole of France ftom 





and all the comman 
to be used: d 


hand. Royal 


and other rebel forces, 
ds at your disposal need 














sury, Royal Justice, raising а 











RELEASE BOX 
ATARIST — t9 99dk ‘OUT NOW 
AMIGA — £24,99dk IMMINENT 
IBMPC 219990 'OUT NOW. 





No 834 versions planned 
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versed 
towns 

and ol 
in Joan 
ending 
options 
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| forces 
al need 
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ү TREASURY 
EX 





I map of France showing 
Joan of Arc's army as the blue flag, and 
French held territory in blue. The icons at 
the right access the option menus. 


{inset above) Battling your way into the 
castle you have to have swordfights with 





ATARI ST VERSION 


The graphics and presentation are very siex ала 








тобе indeed, naling Defender o! he Crown 
lor quay. The stil pictures ала anvmation al look. 
(aad. but here ian! much sound and no music at 


IM. One problem isthe disk accessing which lead 
10 pauses between the acton b 
hum tho gameplay m. 








GRAPHICS 8 IQFACTOR 7 
AUDIO 2 FUN FACTOR 6 
ACE RATING 912 


IBM PC VERSION 
The EGA graphics are comparable wh the ST s and 
alle gameplay operates n exact 
ê The CGA version doesnt look ha as good but 
Sil las just tre 














GRAPHICSS(4) Та FACTOR 7 
AUDIO 2 FUNFACTOR 6 


ACE RATING 912 

















SCREEN TEST 















a з helping hand, Espionage ош 
reveal what's happening ай over the country. 
while the helping hand is а sinister option, 
that allows the King to bump ott or kidnap 
рропепіз. If an opponent has been cap 























tured, you pense some Royall J 
and exe French characters can also 
executed, or pardoned if 
The Royal Treasury is absolutely vital 
1 cant pay armies, spies or any- 
ne loot. The only 
рове tithes on the 
tolled by the King - don! be too 
remember that or t tythe 
time of 








1 


ıu become King 






PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 
= = 





INTEREST LEVEL 


Plenty to do right from the start and the depth to 
last as well. 
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ET CHRISTMAS, 
MESS 


9.00pm 




































n 
When the snow starts a-falling and the wind starts a 
a-howling there's nothing better to warm up those frost 
bitten fingers than the blistering heat of g 
EXPLODING FIST +. n 

If you're feeling guilty after stuffing your face with all q 
that Christmas turkey, here's your chance to get back into v 
First out of the stocking this Christmas has tobe shape — or get kicked into the middle of the New Year! е 

SAVAGE. An epic of gargantuan proportions in thre Spectrum cassette £7.99 t 

mind blowing action packed levels. Commodore 64 cassette Y 

Savage features graphics so stunning they'll put £9.99, disc £12.99 rec e" 5 

your Christmas tree lights s 

to shame! 8 

Spectrum cassette £8.99 

Commodore 64 cassette 1 

59.99, disc £12.99 : 

Amstrad cassette £8.99, ! 

disc £14.99 ' 






11.00ат 


Intergalactic action hits the 16-bit screen witha bangas 
the all time classic ELITE explodes into solid 3D 
splendour. Be warned, this. 

game is so addictive you'll 

be upall night . . .and Santa 

won'tleave any goodies 

ifyou don’t get to 

bed on time! 

Atari ST £24.95 

Amiga £24.95 








Atari ST screen shot 


3.00pm 


Going underground takes on a new meaning as you 
battle through pitch black tunnels and passageways in 
search of wealth beyond your wildest imagination. But 
beware of lurking monsters with no sense of tradition, it's 


duck not turkey on their 
Christmas menu. 
Spectrum cassette £7.99 
Commodore 64 cassette 
£9.99, disc £12.99 
Amstrad cassette £8.99, 
disc £14.99 


6.00pm 


Christmas just wouldn't be the same without a rip 
roarin' Western. So Firebird are proud to present, fresh 
from their famous ICOM studios, BLAZING 
BARRELS, featuring the all star cast of 























Bammo | 
THEMEXICAN BANDITO 
TNTTom 223 
THE REALLY BAD GUY С АРА 











You, alias Black Јаке 

THE BOUNTY HUNTER 
Atari ST £19.99 
Amiga £19.99 


Sequel to the blockbuster 






































Christmas Viewing 
К ila етс 

za et ar snd ou rear esp 

scala ss cy eg rb ae 

БЕТ 


( T ) Teecomsoft First Floor 64-75 New Oxford St London weta 1P5. A LEGEND IN GAMES SOFTWARE 











OFTWARE 


Imagine а gam 
sort of mouse 
in Ferrari Formula 

te 











that takes you into a whole 
new dimension of race games and a provides 
û vison ot the future along the way 

Exentily, this is Ше any o 
game. Youre taking part in a cha: 
Tun over six races ag. 
opponents. The tracks and w 
Vary. and pit stops 
ence is that the trc 
theloop and even try to crus 
‘weather includes particle storms 
ша and sulphur atmospheres. As f 
stops, they consist of replacing large ch 
Of the ship, which takes a battering from ram. 

















your craft. The 
d 











There's a tight left turn coming up - can 
you sneak past that guy in front of you? 
INSET: Fly under that bridge and you'll 
be plunged into shadow, emerging into 
the light on the other side. 


ELECTRONIC ARTS pedial to the metal 


Ting into the walls and floor 

The six tr test anybody! 
Skils because they twist and turn all ow 
shop. There are thin gaps to squeeze through, 
Walls that close in, and tight 
horizontally and vertically. At 











ighiy responsive ship will soon 

The ship has many variab 
the way it perlorms, including different 
Mixtures, aileron sizes, brake sizes, pitch: 
settings and filters. The filters are necessary 
fiying through different atmospheres Ше 
ammonia and methane - pick the wrong one 
(nd the engines wont perform at all wel 
stie atmosphere. 

Flying round the course youll inevitably 
bump into the walls, floors and ceiling 
Wally, bits of the ship get damaged. and th 
Gamage starts to atfect the controls. With both 
‘wings bust and the nosecone in tatters 
Ct steers like а supermarket tr 






























four wheels headed in different directions 
The only way to cure this is to make a pit 
stop, 

The pits are a very hitech affair where 








damaged body parts can be replaced, f 
ken on board and data on the r 


























You're at the back of the grid at the 
start. As soon as the lights change 
you've got to whack on the engines and 
Face to that first corner. 


The pit screen where you can replace 
bits of the craft and get refuelled. 











arent g enough, you con us 
datalink option to hook up to anoth 
Amiga and fly against а human play 
jh to get used 








classic concept, beautifully 


totally 





ө Bob Wade 


ATARI ST VERSION 

The graphics give an excellent impression of speed 
and movement, and you can toss the shp around in 
l sons of ways. You actualy need о sñ back trom 
"he monitor fo gat the best elect. You be rowing 
yoursolf around with the sho ав t banks, climbs and. 
ves. The real disappointment i the sound ~ its 
lousy. Tum it off and enjoy he game without t. 


GRAPHICS 9 10 FACTOR 4 
Aupio 2 FUNFACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 925 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





INTEREST LEVEL 


W's a beast to start with but its always got that 


special something that keeps you at it. 
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Advanced 
Dungeons{j)ragons 


COMPUTER PRODUCT 
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HISTORY "° = be the same 

again. Who ever heard ot 
Zeppelins, rocket men, lunarium and moon 
bases during World War П? Put reality on 
hold when strapping on your rocket pack 
Because all manner of strange things are 
(going to happen, in fact the further you get 
the weirder things become. 

At first it looks like youre in for a fairly 
‘conventional WWII setting, as Hitler rants 
‘away on the opening screen. This impression 
Tapidly evaporates as your first task is to put 
оп a rocket pack and chase а Zeppelin 
Ocros the Atlantic ocean from America. This 
Ë Just one part of the main mission to stop 
Naz Germany conquering the whole world. 
Theyte doing it using lunorium bombs - pro- 
duced бот mines on the moon. To stop 
them you will have to get to the moon and 
destroy the base 

To get to the moon you have to find t 
five parts that make up а moon rocket, steal 
enough lunarium to fuel it and meanwhile 
stop the Zeppelin fleet from invading Am 
©з. To achieve this you have to compl 
Many action sequences jetting around tt 
‘World os Rocket Ranger, and also the st 
y elements пот your home base at Fort 
Dix 

Th the war room you have a map of t 
Warid and five agents. Each agent can be 
Sent lo а country to infiltrate it. They wil 
Send back information on what is there 
narim supplies, rocket parts or other 
Potential targets. They con also organize 
Tesistance to slow down the Nazi advance. 
Unfortunately they can also be discovered 
fond kiled, so use them carefully because 
Without them its very difficult to track down 
fll the rocket parts. 

(Once RR has loaded up with lunarium in 
Ihe rocket pack he has to go through a take- 
ffl sequence at Fort Dix. This isnt easy, par 
Heulotly with a heavy fuel load, but its 
геш! you practice it becouse aure 
‘wastes а lot of time. You get three attempts 
att taking off, and youll be glad of the 
Which action sequence you get depends 
Which location you fly to. The journey hap- 
pens automatically and depends on how 
lich fuel you put in the pack. Choose the 
wrong amount and you'll end up splashing 
{down in the ocean and ending the game. 









































GRAPHICS 9 
AUDIO 7 


1а FACTOR 6 
FUN FACTOR в 
ACE RATING 814 


ot the five rocket parts. 





After a bruising fist fight you've knocked out the Nazi guard and can 





ROCKET 
RANGER 


CINEMAWARE at full thrust 





The war rom is where you can use your 
five agents. A rocket factory has been 
found in the middle east and the Zeppelin. 
fleet is busy conquering Europe. 





You're in the foreground and have to 
shoot the gunners in the temple. Get 
them all and you'll get lots of lunarium. 





Сап you convince the professor and his 
daughter that your intentions are good? 





There are two types of aerial combat, 
опе against squadrons of Messerschmidt 
1095 and the other strafing ground based 
ackack guns. On the ground theres а gun 
bottle with guards in a ruined temple and 
hand-to-hand combat with soldiers guarding 
the rocket parts. You arent given much help 
on how to complete them at first, but the tac- 
tics are relatively easy. However, every time 
you complete a sequence it gets harder the 
next time you attempt it 

The subplot that runs throughout the 
game is to rescue Professor Otto Barnstorff 
and his daughter from the Nazis. This will 
considerably reduce the Nazis efficiency but 
Б not essential to completing the game. 

This is probably the best Cinemaware 
game yet, blending superb graphics with 
arcade action and str There's enough 
variety and depth to it to keep you interest 
ed, although the pace of the game is stil 
slow because you have to go through a lot of 
graphic sequences where you do nothing, 

Bob Wade 

















PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


plained, but it's а 
you're doing 
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SCREEN TEST 


nd you thought the last one 


(Above) The middle о! the third end of 
level guardian. K. 19! Keep firing! 
(Below) You've got really big bullets now, 
but only one life left. 


The genuine article from 
ELECTRIC DREAMS 


(Above) Pumping away with your laser at 
the start of level two. 


(Below) Hold the fire button and you get 
а super dooper laser bolt. 


COIN OP SCORE 9 


SPECTRUM VERSION 

One thing R-Type doesnt lack, even on the Spec 
trum, is colour. The sound effects are just about 
what you expect from a Spectrum. What you 
wouldnt expect is just how close the programmers 
have managed to get to the orginal coin-op. irs 
maddeningly addictive and guaranteed to give you a 
sore trigger inger. 


GRAPHICS э IQFACTOR 1 


AUDIO в FUN FACTOR 9 RAME MIEN 


ACE RATING 871 
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SCREEN TEST 





(Inset) The second nd of 
He's proved too much for you this time.. 











(Main picture) ..but now you's 
measure of him. Being 
your probe is especially helpful here. 





back, depending on where it was first 
attached - this в a handy move when youre 
up against one of the end-of-level guardians 
ruse they each have a vulnerable spot 
need to shoot and its usually in an 
awkward place. Hitting the spacebar again 
urns the probe to your ship 
Other weapons include three-way laser 
shots, which beef up the fre power of your | 
probe, and homing missles. Extra weapons 
collected from the erüer stages are lost 
whenever you lose а Ше. 
Up to 25 ships are available to complete 
the game with - you have a total of f 





BE 







Now, some 15 months o 
have compl 











































ship in a series has been lost, you 
have ten seconds to press the fire button and. 
continue the game from the last restart posi- 
with another five ships (doing thot costs 
you one of your five credits), or you can elect. 
to start back at the beginn 
Type is a superb coinop game and 
Dreams have done а remarkable 
ion job. The gameplay is terrific, the 
graphics are great and its tough and addic- 
tive enough to keep you playing for a long 
time. R-Type doesnt win any prizes for origi 
тойу. but for sheer speed, addictive game- 
play and manic action its a winner. 


© Andy Smith 


equipped with а tront-firing gun 
(operate in two modes: tapping the fi 
leases small laser bolts, whi 















Несі 











(inset) Collect some tokens and your 
firepower is greatly increased. 
(Main picture) Go for that white token! 








PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





INTEREST LEVEL 


Tough and addictive, youll be playing this for 
months to come. 
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SCREEN TEST 


| the cadets 


|N Col ot an Interceptor Coss зра 
стай and its crew. you are told to sor 
out а spot of trouble out in the colonies 
Transporters shipping from C. and 
Norjaenn to new outposts in the Rouyn and 
Mistassini systems have been attacked by 
Raider ships that appear trom nowhere. take 
no prisoners and disappear before they сап 
be identified. It is your job to tind out who 
they are, and put a stop to their activities 

The initial briefing is rudely interrupted 
by an attack, and you are suddenly seated 
їп front of the spacecraft command scr 

It Б immediately obvious that, despite 
the Star Trek plot, Sentinel Worlds 1: Future 
Magic Б по ful3D battlesimulation 
demanding instant reactions on the old fire 
button. Indeed play is rather mote represen. 














idore 

















In orbit above Norjaenn - you domt get 
this range of colour on a CGA monitor! 











FUTURE MAGIC 


ELECTRONIC ARTS send in 


cratt appears 
ow and ano 
computer take 














vat: as soon as an enemy 
ly press one key for shad: 

lasers and let the ships 
5 all a bit boring as 
watch the fireworks, drawn 
ly low-res fashion. 











into the 
g them to the situa. 
The degree of success 
0 experience 
the Role Playing 





Game (RPG) ele 
In true RPG. 
Strength. Stamina, Dexterity, Cor 
hension and Charisma points - enhanced by 











On the surface in your ATV, about to 
explore the delights of Western Town 











start, the crew is a pretty puny bunch, so the 
immediate concern is money, which is need. 
ed to buy fuel, extra training, and weapons, 
This is where the fun really starts, as you go 
Planetside to carry out scientific missions (700. 
credits apiece), mine minerals, and me 
natives ~ some of whom might know about 
the mysterious Raiders, 
Colourful places are to be found in this 
galaxy, from the Metropolis-tyle Utopia of 
re Towers to the distinctively Wes 
back flavour of Norjaenn, Most of the 


ly. particularly as your crew gains expert 
ence, you meet someone who сап reveal a 
bit more about what's going on. With luck, 
rom time to time you are n 
graph trom the Paragraphs’ booklet supplied 
е game, and take another step 
towards solving the mystery. 
Sentinel Worlds 1 is unusual in bringing 
together а wellmplemented RPG system of 
lopment and exploration with 
а red mystery demanding considerable 
sequences are 
and of course the sound up to 
the PCs usual appalling standard, but per- 
haps it is a bit early to expect Starglider 2 
alism combined with а plot of this com: 


red to a para: 


You've entered a local hostelry and 
engaged the owner in conversation 


E3 


To Yel этол in behs tha гава? 











TYPHOON 


IIMAGINE go carrier-bagging 


along in this tough сопе 
biast, complete with six levels 
at everescalating action. 

Things start of quie tame, with an 
Alterburneesyle sequence ot shooting 
waves of enemy aircraft attacking head-on, 
and missile-dodging. At this early stage you 
dont lose any of your initia! five lives # you 
get hit, but neither do you get any points 

After a short time, the scene moves to 





the skies above an cürcraft carrier. Head on 
stil. youre faced with the same job of dodg 
ing missiles, but you now have to shoot the 
missile launcher on the aircraft carrier, Not 
too difficult once you know how to time it 
but the missles rob you of а life if they make 
contact 

Once youve destroyed the aircratt com. 
€ the scene changes and the gamê 
becomes a vertically-scrolling shoot-em-up 
where you plot an armoured helicopter 
doing battle with attacking helicopters, Joly 
and antiaircraft tunets. Apart from your 
ront "ring guns you can also drop bombs (Ë 


GRAPHICS 6 Та FACTOR 3 
AUDIO 7 FUN FACTOR 8 
ACE RATING 654 


| 
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d weapons, 
о you go 
issions (700 
and meet 
now about 


und in th 
° Utopia of 
ively West. 








With luck. 
fo a para 
°t supplied 











n bringing 
system of 
ration with 
nsiderable 
ences are 
und up to 
| but per 
xglider 2 
this com. 





eiry and 
ion 


' 
(and he 
on hats 
Mückors 


plexity, Some of the graphics look pretty 
good on an EGA display, but if you hc 
put up with CGA be warned - the gam: 
hes obviously been designed for EGA and 
‘can get downright confusing at times. Tt 
main shortcoming is the inordinately slow 




















Tesponse time fo the keyboard - almost 
unforgivable on a 16-bit machine. 

I may be a bit rough round the edges. 
bul Sentinel World 1 is certainly a step in an. 


Interesting direction, 
Matt Nicholson 


IBM PC 

Asido rom he weak combat sequences, most of the 
(graphics take tul advantage of the Atan STstandaro 
(Graphics оба by EGA - particularly as you roam 
"he planet surtaces. The CGA display. on the other 
hand, simply not uo to the planetside graphics, 
эл some ol he text can be hard o read. The game 
sta vory playable though 


GRAPHICS 8(3) iQ FACTOR в 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 3 
ACE RATING 880 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 
B = 1 
= 


erly addictive when 
ver he main plot 


ARCADE ACCURACY 
The head-on sequences were 
never going 1o have worked 
well on the Spectrum, but oth 
erwise ће game has been 
Translated accurately. 


COIN OP SCORE 6 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





SCREEN TEST 


PSYGNOSIS blast the 


opposition 


THE tants ot Draconia have got to 

be some of the most ghastly, malev- 
lent and fearsome creatures this side ol a 
DHSS office. They inhabit an ‘unnatural’ plan. 
et formed by six of the ‘most feared rulers 
that have ever existed’. Apparently, a large 
scale attack would prove too costly. so ifs 
down to you to fly your стай through six 
increasingly difficult levels in an attempt to 
destroy Draconia - what do you mean, 
youve heard it all before? 

Psygnosis make no bones about this 
being yet another arcade blast - and 
indeed. ifs been done very competently. 
Each hit you take trom the monsters that 
zoom in to attack reduces the strength of 
your shield. Shoot all the aliens in a wave 
апд а '1000 points symbol appears. Either 
collect the bonus, or shoot the symbol first to 
Cycle it through a range of benefits that 
include cannons, losers, increased speed 
drones, temporary invulnerability - ond 
shield replenishment 

At the end of each level is the now obl} 


021950] сс 


SCORE 


LASERS: 


gatory endof-level guardian, and fire is trad. 
ed until one of you bites the dust, Success 
with а guardian moves play on to the next 
level with all your benefits intact - vital, as 
the levels get harder. 

There's nothing to tax the old grey cells 
опе iota, but there is that short term addic. 
tiveness central to all good arcade games 
Youll either fight through the six levels or lose 
Interest quite soon, though, so dont expect to 
be playing it months from now. 


Rod Lawton 















GRAPHICS 7 IQ FACTOR 2 
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 8 
ACE RATING 678 


Pate, 
Pett 
И " 


peer ? 
EAL 
mieten 


CANNONS tenure 
DESIGN 


EGA AFTERBURNER — ‘THE ARCNSI 





























Amiga screen. ST screen shots shown 


AFTERBURNER - You've played the arcade smash - now experience the 
white-knuckied realism of a supersonic dogfight at home! Using your heat-seeking 


missiles and laser anti-aircraft fire, can you be top gun against a seething supersonic 
swarm? 


Experience brain-numbing G-forces; bones rattling with the body jarring pitch 
and yaw... scan with your radar, lock on your target and FIRE! 





















































SCREEN TEST 


HOSTAGES 


INFOGRAMES' captive audience 


INTERNATIONAL ie 5 












this French blend of strategy amc 
‘ction. A group of hardened terror 
taken control of an embassy and are holding 








several hostages for tan 
crack French SAS squac 
‘neutralise’ the terrorists and free 
е game breaks down into 


head of a 









tions. The first part of the дап 
with guiding three 
marked positions outside the embassy 


chaps are your marksmen whol wat 
embassy windows, Once you 

the marksmen, a helicopte 
mote men who you have 
outside of the embassy 
windows. Once inside, you have 














three floors of tenoris and rescue th 
hostages before taking them one 
‘sate roam for collection 
RELEASE BOX 
ATARIST (24955 'OUT NOW. 
AMIGA 2209586 IMMINENT 
Мо other versions planned 











WHAT'S = caena ittie doing, get- 

ting fizzical in the Pepsi Mad 
Mix game? Well, this cute, grinning litle bub- 
bie hos gone undercover, changed drinks 
and called himself Mad. What more do you 
need to know? 

Poor old Mad finds himself in the Pepsi Vil- 
lage, a sequence of fifteen tricky mazes, and 
his task in Ше Б to stomp through the corrido 
gobbling up bubbles lying on the floor. And if 
the bubbles remind you of Power Pils, you 
wont be surprised fo learn that a quartet 
ghosts also roam the streets of Pepsitown. 

There's no їшї to gobble up - after all 





GRaPHics 4 
AUDIO 


1 FACTOR 5 
3 FUN FACTOR 6 
ACE RATING 524 
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Terrorist searchlights silhouette one of 
your marksmen in the first stage.. 





Commando Hotel confronts a terrorist 
inside the Embassy. 


MAD MIX 


US GOLD's soft drink 


Pepsi comes in one favour only - but on the 
plus side, Max can step on panels on the floor 
and temporarily mutate himself into other 
creatures... Ше а ghoststomping hippo. 
Treading on another icon makes Max а Рас 
Drac - he grows fangs and can suck the аша 
out of ghosties, sending them Pacing, back to 
their electro lar. 

The rotund hero hos a total of five alter 
egos into which he can mutate in order 
deal with the hazards encountered оп the 
mission ~ ghosts arent all that are out to stop 
him on his quest, and as you might expect, 








In PacDrac mode, the fanged bubble sees 
off a ghostie. 


ATARI ST VERSION 
Each sections is drawn, animated and put together 
very well giving a very atmospheric fed, Sadly his 
does ite to dispel the general Impression thal a ot 
of French games have great graphics but precious 
ите in the way ol meaty gameplay 


GRAPHICS 9 1Q FACTOR 4 
лоро 8 FUNFACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 689 


levels — affect the 
int of time you have to complete the 
mission. Though the nature of the game may, 
be a little dodgy, ifs fun to play and wil 
on the edge of your seat for 
nost part, However, once the novelty of thel 
graphics has worn off youl find that егез 
actually very little gameplay and 
youve completed it а few times youll bel 
looking for a tresh challenge. 


have you 





Andy Sri 
PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 
ج‎ 





INTEREST LEVEL 


Grabs you instantly, but soon lets go. 






Ме gets more difficult on later levels. Fa] 
instance, Мах cant move on to another mang 
until ай the bubbles have been cleared о 
the current suburb of Pepsi Village: on the seg 
ond level, a bubble-biowing ladybird crea] 
ture roams around undoing his work 
needs to be stomped. 

А few neat touches embellish the basi 
Pacman gameplay, but the Pepsi Mad МЎ 
game offers litle new or exciting, other thal 
ubblegathering and the chance to win d 
prize in the joint promotion between US Gold 
and Pepsi Cola 

Remember; take the bubbles out of Fes 
and tt goes fit. 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE | 


H 





* * * * * * * Жж жж ый, 


INTRODUCING THE FASTEST CRAZIEST GAME SHOW ON EARTH 
REQUIRING FAST REFLEXES... NERVES OF STEEL... AND A PASSION FOR PAIN. 





5 
HEMAN WHO/CAN 
HE-ONE/AND OND- BOBBY YAZZ!!! 








lently presented game that will 
ASH. 





bring hours of fun! 
A Novel idea and one that I can see being copied quite a lot...C & VG. 
COMING SOON 











SALIS AND MARKETING HY‏ اا 
COMMODORE 64 Tm‏ 
Tape BIG AP PIN‏ 
Y in ginge SD S 28‏ 
ë Disc £14.05 IBMPCTGA/CGA‏ 
Disc £19.95.‏ 
a NOW AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA FROM Y.P.A.‏ 


* * 















SCREEN TEST 


ACTION SERVICE 


>x the dog also needs to be 









Route, Grena 
ed up and hurled 
1 rifle fire. Again, 














INFOGRAMES play soldiers сани 
TRAINING +; pe „ШЕШ 
for cowards. Four grueling a i. and opponents’ punches. Stage 






mbination of the three previous 





must be endured before 
а top secret 


appear in the gu: 





xd end Den repo ш 

























































и па саса syn отада с ris over а course. You сап 
movement, this does mean tough that sedes pee tote 
ODE Ni dx ce H nd do beter next ime you atem: [Be w 
our buto ions fioses ls chasii the stage. An icon-driven construction mode t 
the Fist course where you must negotate exists which lets you create your own j le 
walls, dit barbed wire, ladders and | watch out for Rex. Grabbing onto the | ` Richard Monteiro h 
other oblect - and run Ше hell. Ottcers | money hare keepe your trousers intact Š 
scream ondes at you during : - 2 р 
cria mis be obeyed instant ATANI куүшшон Š 
Good ta once үш have лла out at да.А x 
Fut a рок а ва ге арн mad yos š 
ais amos Dti зат wa Sa ай d : 


GRAPHICS 7 1IQFAcTOR З 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR s 
ACE RATING 597 















Laser-light lampoonery with 
CORICIELS 


DICK ° “t апа master ot the plan 
etoid Albedo. Made of metal 
corridors ond infested by а variety of 
from Novas to 

your home 


GRAPHICS 7 1а FACTOR 5 
Алооо 9 FuNFACTOR 6 
ACE RATING 711 























diciabie. Although shooting is the theme, dil 
“ent levels demand 
instance, in Nova you must shoot everything 
quickly before it touches you, while in Virus | 
Ig a constant es you must prevent certain aliens from 
rect at the icons, — touching other aliens. 
levels Albedo will be remembered more for it 
music and flashy menu system than isi 
gameplay. Underneath all the gloss there š | 
а game, - certainly not of the most mind! 
bending variety, but one that requires af 
least half a brain and provides enjoyment, 
Richard Monti 
























СТРЕП © е the bockgrounds апа 
different, the layout Б 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 











Do you feel lucky? You'll need to be ‘cos ^ -— —— 
that brute eats laser bolts for breakfast. = Е == 
А few power shots will make him think HER 
twice about attacking you. Ж» 
š: s] 
E < 
HE M 





GRAPHICS 7 10 FACTOR 5 
Aupio 9 FUNFACTOR 6 
ACE RATING 711 








Sound and menus will grab you. Expect disap 
Polntment when you see the game, but play more 
and you like it. 
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eds lo be 


Grenades 
d hurled 
e. Again, 
omes the 
skills cre 
et on the 





previous. 


feature. 
play and 
You can 
tom 
| attempt 
on mode 
jour own 





^d Monteiro 





BOMBUZAL 


IMAGEWORKS 





her Riman, Mint 
names youd nev 


to fin 











xd 





Tesponsible for the progr 
the other two designed 
levels 

There are 120 level 
hem, in which you 
Bombs and mines without ending up as a 
large red stain on the ceiling. Each level 
(Composed ot floor tiles all in опе pio 
you can view the game from a 2D ovethed 
perspective or from an isometric 3D v 
point. Th аар that can be calle 
lupto reveal the whole level 

Each screen has to be completed within 
























the option to restart at th 
1 and passwords enable yo 
бе game another day and avoid ploughing 
through ail the screens you solved in а 
Gus sesion. 

The only way to explode a bomb 
Í! cf yourself. This might sound a damn 
thing to do, but small bombs only dest 
He theyre on - it wont explode until youv 


Amiga - the 3D view looks great. You're 
the blue guy with the bug eyes. 














on a short fuse 





mb can 
that are 














RELEASE BOX 
AMIGA — #1999 IMMINENT 
ATARIST — (19995 IMMINENT. 
C6428 £9,995 £12.99k — OUT NOW 
No other versions planned 





AMIGA VERSION 
Both the 3D and 2D graphics are excellent, but you 
can see more on the 20 view. The music and effects 
are good too, making a superb package. 





GRAPHICS 8 IQ FACTOR 7 
Aupio 8 FUNFACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 919 





C64 VERSION 
"uch harder to tel whats what on the 2D view 
but it looks good in 30 as wel. The levels dier in 
Places from the Amiga version and generaly is a 
bi easier, but ust as addictive. 














GRAPHICS 6 10 FACTOR 7 
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 919 











SCREEN TEST 


teleport that whisks you away from the blast. 
Mines are more of a problem becouse you 
cant cross ther tiles as you can with bombs. 
They have to be detonated by a bomb near 
ther remote device. 
ypes of bomb make Ше even 
more complicated, Swell bombs arent so 
swell because they, well, swell, They change 
in size so that depending on when they're set 
off they can produce а small, medium or 
explosion, Then there are the handy А- 
bombs which detonate ай the other bombs 
n a level when they are exploded 
floor tiles have different characteris 
tics, too, Normal ones are destroyed by 
explosions but Riveted tiles are blast-proot, 
Slippery loe tiles are impossible to stay on. 
solvers disappear when you step ой 
them. Finally there are slotted tiles, which 
You can use to move bombs around, 

es сап also have other features on 
them that affect either you or the bombs 
Power pyramids suck in an explosion on ап 
adjoining square, no matter how big the 
Spinners throw you off in а random 
while Switches are а crucial part of 
wels because activating them 

map, 

fortunately youi 



















































not the only thing 


that can move around the place, Two char- 
acters called Dexter and Sinister trundle 
ао 


turning. right and left 1 
never they can. killing yor 
Two droids - Bubble and Sqweek - can be 
remotely controlled to set off bombs and 
mines while you sit stil, immune to disasters. 

The puzzles are brillant and the levels 
numerous and tough enough to keep you 
ued to the screen. Youll manage all the 
entually, but youll really get your 
worth in the process, 


















Bob Wade 


Amiga - this maze of bombs, slots, tele- 
ports and ice could take ages to work 
out. 


immensely 
will last a lon 
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All mail order enquiries to: 
Gremlin Graphics Software Ltd., 
Alpha House, 10 Carver Street, Sheffield S1 4FS. 
Tel: 0742 753423 

























































































SCREEN TEST 


NUCLEAR i", 5 he combina 

tion of two nuclei to 
form one nucleus with the consequent release 
ol large amounts of energy. Software Fusion is 
the combination of two game styles to form. 
EAS first UK programmed game, 

The styles in question are a shootem-up 
апа a maze ршде. The two types of game 
Gre also played using two different craft 
There's а mothership which flys over the land. 
scape, and a crawler which can be carried 
by the mothership or trundle along the 
ground. Obviously the crawler is more restrict. 
ed in movement by the ground objects, but 
there are tasks which only it can complete. 

There are 13 game areas which have to 
be searched for parts of a bomb which then 


IGA VERSION 
The graphics are good but the actual display size is 
mall, not using the full height of the screen. The 
тиз and effects are also o! high quality, but ai lo 
make an impression on the mediocre gameplay. 


GRAPHICS 7 iQFaCTOR 5 
Aupio 6 FUN FACTOR 4 
ACE RATING 607 








FUSION 


ELECTRONIC ARTS 


go fission... 


has to be detonated back in the start area. 
Youll encounter five types of enemy - four 
released by ground emplacements and the 
fith а static gun. The projectiles released all 
home in on you. but not ай of them can fly 
over ground obstacles. They can be 
destroyed by shooting them, as can the gen- 
erotors И theyre shot while producing an 
alien 

The crawler is much less manceuverable 
and mote vulnerable than the mothership, so 

best to strale the landscape in the mother 
ship before venturing out in the crawler, The 
mothership can pick up enhanced weapons 
and shielding but these arent transferred to 
the crawler. 

The crawler has to operate the switches 
that allow you access to other parts ot the 
game. Combinations of switches are needed 
o remove bits ot scenery or to open gates to 
other creas. The main problem is that 
the gameplay is too slow when accessing the 
switches. There's too much wandering around 
th nothing to do. Н you can put up with that 
its tough to complete, but ifs never going to 
get you very excited 





























Bob Wade 









The skull at the bottom right of the 
screen will replenish energy. To get at 
the yellow switch you'll need to get a 
green circle first and use the crawler. 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 


INTEREST LEVEL 


Never reaches adrenalin-pumping heights, bul 


y to complete 





games have always 


FOOTBALL 17577527 


hardly а month goes by without someone 
claiming to have released the ‘ultimate’ sim- 
ulation. This one dispenses with the money 
and administration side of things and lets 
you get on with team management. 

Youte in control of a European national 
team - it doesnt have to be one of the home 
countries - and are trying to qualify for, апа 
win, the Nations and World Cups. Everything. 
is run via the calendar - group matches. 








TRACK SUIT MANAGER 


GOLIATH over the moon 


friendlies, tours and the finals 

Your control over the team В extensive - 
you can choose from a squad of 100 players. 
each with individual reports on them and 
face opponents who can be inspected to 





‘SPECTRUM VERSION 
There arent any graphics or sound к speak о, pre- 
sumably youre supposed ю ad your own 'ere we 
go charts, baton charges and head wounds. 


GRAPMICS 1 


ıa FACTOR в 
AUDIO FUN FACTOR 1 
ACE RATING 588 


wA 





similar depth. 

Theres no graphic action for the games, 
but you can have kick-by-kick reports of 
gomes if you want them. These are very 
detailed but do take a long time, You oan 
speed these up, or for matches not involving 
your team get just а quick statistical break: 
down of the games. 

Other teams and players can be scouted 
io assess their strengths апа weaknesses, 
There's tremendous variety in the tactics that 
the team and individual players can use. 

Its not а football game to be played 
lightly because you have to analyse a lot ot | 
Information to get the best team and results. 
This means it takes a lot of work before you 
get rewarding results, It also means that foot: 
ball freaks will be able to get totally 
immersed in it. 





PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 











INTEREST LEVEL 
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The New Microblaster Joystick, 
professional arcade quality, fully microswitched 
for the ultimate in game control. 





1. Ergonomically designed handle and 
base for smooth, accurate and 
comfortable playing action. 

2. Steel shaft for extra strength & durability. 

3. B-way arcade quality microswitches 


giving greater sensitivity and precision | 
controlled movement. 











james, 
orts of 
° very 
can | 
rolving | 
breok- | 
outed 
nesses | 
pes 4. Non-slip rubber feet on base for secure | 
: table mounted operation | 
09 5. Large, dual-fre mlcroswitched fire 
э buttons for left or right hand operation, 
ot 6. Extra long 1.4 metre cable allows more 
esu choice of player position 
te you 7. Switchable normal/rapid fire options 
oot for extra player control and higher scores. 
totally 
Suitable for use with a wide range of | 

b Wade computers and video game machines. 

Compumart are Compumar Ltd., Jubilee Drive, Loughborough, Leles. LEA OXS. Tel: (0509) 610444 

the Officially 

ca чаш. te 

UK Dealer for 


Replay Joysticks. 
PLEASE RUSH МЕ — JOYSTICK(S) @£12.95 each. Co (0509) 610444 | 
Totalenclosedf C24 HR HOTLINE 


to order using 
= кч ACCESSNISA 


or complete the 


Typeofcomputer owned. = 
Despatched same day. Allow maximum 7 days delivery. 











Please deliverto: = coupon and send with | 
a cheque/ Р.О. to: 
Мата 一 Date 一 COMPUMART LTD | 
DEPT.ACE 
А‹ = 
idia SS a FREEPOST 
E Postcode. - LOUGHBOROUGH 


Price inc VAT, free postage & packaging U.K. only subject to availability. E. & O E. 


LE11 OBR 










































































COMPUTER BEPRIRS 
SINCLAIR FURY £ 


LEE QUALITY APPROVED REPAIR CENTRE SPARE M. 
I HOW TO GET YOUR 48K SPECTRUM REPAIRED FOR ONLY £19.95 «t 
D М 





SNOW AVAILABLE the official Spectrum Upgrade! Qj 


iTurn your Spectrum into 
la Spectrum + 


WHILE YOU 
WAIT SERVICE E= 3 
LL FOR APPOINTMENT Ey h s: asec 


games worth £39.00 ree with every 
spectrum repair. Now Includes FREE memory; 


* Uto locate faut ‘within your come our peripheral 
сын 35 M м л 


BEST PRICES 


= ARE YOU ANOTHER CUSTOMER - fed up 
02 waiting weeks for your estimate? 


Need your computer repaired fast? Then send it now to tne Number One Repair 
Company inte UK. or cal in and see us at our fully equipped 2 500 square foot worisnop. 
nt ava You эге icome 


3f ecu kevooara 
«jore 7 95 £1754 е 
£550 ps C175 pup 


shoes t forget pr quality Spectrum Plus spare keybo 

feed боп tns your compurer to any other unautnonsearepar centre We dont just repar tne- БОЯ membranes £12.90 plus t 

‘fault and send your computer back we give your computer € ON-OFF SWITCHES 
SUPR Foi 


OVERHAUL WITH EVERY RE REPAIR AIR WE DO:- А THE SPECTRUM 


da AND SPECTRUM + 

Including ear/mike and replace where needed. All for an inclusive price of E19. se of ‘conventional DUE AE 

Whien includes VAT. parts labourreturm post, packing a insurance NOidden | Power supplies ust | OE A yy 
1067A SPECTRUM + € 


fr e cussed as unreparable due totəmoering we may be avie to otter a 

repacement circuit Board at adationa charge | ALIP SPECTRUM | ass cose 

URGENT NOTICE pon t pe misted by aaverts snowing between prices. А recen ak Re ЫЗЫ 

complaint against a Manchester repair irm. Mancomp was upheld by tne Advertising LEAD: 

Standaras Authority on two counts "It had stated BBC repairs between £14 and 245 ИМИ КГК ТТЕ 

ae SERERE Ther guarantee policy was misieadingas talano | FAME YOUR | use ANY 

1 re not cover 
make clear that ali repairs were not covere | sOFTWAREINTO voue | ИЗВАН wr 

YIEADS | YOURSPECTRUI 


N TE a 
New bigger catalogue now available containing over 2.500 items Including software for all computers, joysticks, 
spare parts, business software, books, plus many more. Just send 3 19p stamps for your free copy. Over 20 pages 
full of top quality products delivered to your door by return post. 


Old kingsmoor School Railway Street. Hadfield, Hyde Cheshire SK14 BAA 
Tet 04574 66555/87761/69499 Main Office, enquiries and orders on. 
Manchester telephone 061-236 0576 While you wait centre oniy. 
We regret the Manchester Branch cannot take mail order orders 
lease use main office number 


с COPYRIGHT VIDEOVAULT NO. 885050 FAX NO.04574 68946 








Frist your way enrougn this stunning sequel to International Karate. 
spectacular animated backgrounds. amazing new moves including 

double head-kick and bone-bending backflips. This must be an ultimate 

hit; at the sure hit; not against one but two opponents! 

Out of all the fighting games that have appeared since the ST hit the 

streets, International Karate + is undoubtedly the best 


Gallons on gratuitous fightin’ and fumpin' fun to be had here. 

Watch out for many neat touches, such as falling leaves, leaping fish, 
birds, spiders, inch-worms and even a periscope! 

There's plenty more too - all activated via the keyboard. Leave the 
fighters alone or press 'T' and their trousers end up around their ankles! 
Now available on Atari ST £24.99 - also available on Commodore 64 
cassette & disc, Spectrurn, Amstrad cassette and disc 








NE Mail Order. SYSTEM 3, Bienhem House, Ashil Drive, Pinner, MIDDLESEX 
HAS 2AE. Consumer Enquiries/Technical Support: 01-886 5692 























REDSTORMISRISING 





Keds Rising 


Thestorm has broken. MicroProse’ latest title i here. 

Thishigh technology simulation ofstrategyand tactics 
is based on one of the most dramatic and detailed stories 
of modern warfare — Red Storm Rising, the international 
best-seller by Tom Clancy and his technical collaborator 
Larry Bond. 

Working with the authors, MicroProse have brought 
the books intense action and excitement to your 
computer screen. You are putin command of an American 
nuclear attack submarine at a time when the two super 
powers collide. 





Standing between the Russian bear and global 
domination, you play a crucial rolein the conflict. Missions 
take you to an astonishing variety of undersea 
environments, plunging you into challenging and 
exciting situations. 

Prepare for action in this heart-pounding simulation. 
Available for Commodore 64/128 for Cassette £14.95, Disk 


AGCROPROSE 





SIMULATION © SOFTWARE 














MicroProse, 2 Market Place, Tetbury, Glos, GL8 8DA. Tel: 0666 54326 


RED STORMRISING by Tom Clancy € 1986 by Jack Ryan Enterprises Ltd and Larry Bond. 
























DIFFICULTY 2555259 
folks, Its also a vital 

ê gel t wrong and you've got a suretire 

Шү on your hands, No amount o 

[Pol skill imagination, artistry or wit can save 








(дате thats way too easy or way too hard. 





Tudicrously easy games are ой 
these days, but Lankhor have cc 
fbi of a rarity here: a game that's absurdly 
"icut 

The scene is the planet Elemental, where 
faute about to go through The Great Ordeal 
Tn eser ® a test that qualifies you as 
[on arit in the unlikely event that you actu: 
(Шу survive. Roots fans will be delighted to 
Know that the Ordeal involves nothing nasti 
J Ground d series of over 
s collecting things. tu 
things ond put 





> common 




































RELEASE BOX 
ATARIST £19.950k REVIEWED 
No other versions planned. 
















bikes are 
the wid 
mes of the 




















[Buc hing about the dotted 
ser Û t you stay, the mor 


















ELEMENTAL 


LANKHOR'S great ordeal. 








That's your ball up by the orange 'M tile, 
but it has only seconds to live! 





SPACE RACER 


LORICIELS future biking 


use of energy 
laying near the centre 





you but st also 
and down, Get 
22 high cbove 0 
t the 
ice on three  Whizzing through the pylons, 
[es On each one your trying te avoid ether racers n 
E i simplo - follow the pylon 
bled line os closely as possible and avoid — advert signposts and other 
the roadside hazards and The ie a num 





Crashes deplete your e 


tively acts as a time lir 














stop you 





SCREEN TEST 


ATARI ST VERSION 
Graphics are subty attractive and the sampled 
sound effects are great, but as a game it comes а 
poor second to beating your head against the walt 


GRAPHICS в 10 FACTOR 1 
Aupio 8 FUNFACTOR 1 
ACE RATING 273 


end you üway to 
screen. Got dll that? 

It this doesnt exactly sound earth-shatter: 
ing. it might at least be nice to try it out. 
Unfortunately you won't be able to, The nas 
ties home so fast and so purposefully that 
you can't do a thing. Its often impossible to 
get trom your start point to an M square 
without dying, so taking things any further is 
ter of luck rather than skill. What is the 


completing the 

















Andy Witon 


Unplayability will out 


AMIGA VERSION 
The graphics are very fast, smooth and slick. The 
‘backgrounds and obstacles look good loo. The 
‘rashes are excellent and have plenty of variety- 
‘Sound too is pleasant trom the opening Ме tune, 
‘through othe digiised speech and driving noises. 


GRAPHICS в та FACTOR 1 
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 702 





other bikes wil try to stay on the 
line os well. You can bump them or 
shoot them when they get in the woy, but 
they can stil slow you down considerably: 

You can tackle the three courses individ: 
ually or together os a championship, Its 
addictive driving stuff which wont be beat 
en easily. What it lacks is variety in the 
opposition. A few more levels and types of 
ibelacle would have been nice 








Bob Wade 
PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





Virtually the same as the Amiga. The road is, it any- 
thing, easier to folow but there's ile to choose 
between them. 


GRAPMICS 8 
Aupio 7 
ACE RATING 702 


то FACTOR 1 
FUN FACTOR 7 








INTEREST LEVEL 


Bags of appeal but not enough cours 
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1e ever to storm the skies... 
chi 








Hold onto your stomachs, unscramble 
your brains for the journey oí a lifetime 
as you take the controls of the most 
advanced Helicopter armaments 
Specialists could ever сопсей 
outmanoeuvre the fastest jet fighter, 
ошип the most dangerous gunship. 





Traverse the war-torn skyline of 
skyscraper city as you sharpen your 
skills for the battle ahead. Plunge out 
to sea for an epic encounter with an 
immense, heavily armoured gunship. 
Race on to a shoot-out in the rocky 
canyon and dense forests, where your 
flying expertise is tested to the limits as 
you dive, hover and skilfully 
manoeuvre your way through this 
fortified maze. 





СВМ 64/128 £9.99 wre £14.99 msk SPECTRUM 48/128K £8.99 











4.99 nsk IBMPC& COMPATIBLES 


£24.99 nisk 


Thrusting forward you gallantly roar 
ahead blazing enemy gunshi 

armoured tanks, j g 
heat seeking exocet les through 
the perilous oil installation to reach the 
final encounter -the awesome APACHE 
battle cruiser, the action never ceases. 
Never that is until you emerge 
victorious- Golden Gunner- master of 
the meanest fighting machine ever to 
hit the skies. 


U.S. Gold Ltd., Units 2/3 Holford Way 
Holford, Birmingham B6 7AX. 
E 3388. 

























































SCREEN TEST 


l| baddies 
countered in 
deal with, and so he sets off 





IT =n eve mee ae 
or the intrepid bero 
















on another mission, this to tree t 
imprisoned hero of the rebel 
A spot of horizontal Galaxians warms 


you up, then its time to Scramble over a vol 








cave system and doing battle 
serpents, enemy fighi 





The urge to complete subsequent levels keeps 


Major Locke is in his ship and 
away at the incoming waves of aliens. 





you going fora 





SPECTRUM VERSION 
A good deal, in that you get Game Over | included 
the package, Efectvly a compilation of inked b 
getttandard games that is fun but not enthralling: 


GRAPHICS 5 10 FACTOR (| 
AUDIO a FUN FACTOR :j 
ACE RATING 513 


ATARI ST VERSION 
sively pretty graphics and creditable effects са 
make up forthe fun-ol-he il gampiay. Otters af 
ing new or amazing, but reasonably entertaining. 


GRAPHICS 6 10 FACTOR 
AUDIO 5 FUN FACTOR 4 
ACE RATING 513 








GREMLIN get on the 
Seoul Train 


|N e vete ol ha seo otros comes 
Gremlins collection of alternative 
sports, compered by Gilbert. 

Five events feature, starting with Crack- 
shot, in which you have 90 seconds to shoot 
targets that pop up in ап alleyway. Mind 
you dont shoot the alley cats or your score 
suffers, High Diving follows, where you jump 


clt a board trom anything between 40 and 
400 feet up in the ой. aiming to perform 
‘acrobatic stunts before landing in а pod 
dling pool. Then its on to the Slate Smash. 
where two Sumo wrestiers holding slates 
stand either side ot your character ~ smash 
as many slates as possible in 60 seconds, The 
penultimate event is G Crosbow contest 
‘where joystick-waggling gains tension on the 
bow, before you line up the sights and fre а 





SPECTRUM VERSION 
Great graphics and good gameplay cant mask the 
lack ol chalenge. 


GRAPHICS В 10 FACTOR 1 
Aupio 6 FUNFACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 535 


C6AM28 — to9xstiigk — IMMINENT 
SPECTRUM £7 9905 £12920k — QUT NOW 


AMSTRAD :99xst1489. — QUT NOW 


[эте DI or 










AMSTRAD VERSION 
The graphics are colourful and wel-animated. 
gameplay is good and youre left wit the or 
impression that it Gremin had managed to ini 
more events or made ne existing ones tougher i 
would have had a much stronger product. 








GRAPHICS В 10 FACTOR 
AUDIO 6 FUN FACTOR 
ACE RATING 535 


total of six bolts at three torgets 
ferent ranges. The final event is the 
water Assault Course where old tyres, 
and stinging jellytish have to be negotid 

Supersports has been well put tog 
and is great fun to play, but the mui 
annoying and the events are not 0 
master. The осу to play with fou pl 
increases is lasting interest tightly, bl 
then there just sit enough in the 
keep you playing for very long 

ө 


























INTEREST LEVEL 


What's there is great — there's just not en 
oti 
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BONZO Serenata | 






































peace shield! - the:Stateg: п 
N iive - continues to be devel hope 
подоб in 
rad bud monk 
a ied or proven | 
inspiration for gam 
Multi megatons 
ae roaring their 
phere on their way t 1 
radioactive wasteland х 
meatball in the microwave 1 
— Jj we whizzing peacetuly 
п when suddenly al e | 
ects cant Pops into vie 
ез noth ° your laser tips w і 
anng erything 
You control fh 


satelite and 





planet background. The r 
harm you if they hit the satelite 





е game: 


Andy Smii 








КЕ 


The blue weapons circi 
and then shooting for the kill. 


ACTIVISION's peace shield 





The defensive screen where you have to 
stop the missiles hitting your base. 


LÀ 


DRHGER 
a 


you, closing in 











SCREEN TEST 







nastier 
are fast 
ing ones that try to crash into you, othe 








u and a particularly nasty 
t spiral into the middle of the 
Into а spot where they 





creen doesn't scroll, but | 








shows the base which has to be defended 
from the incoming m These fly in trom 
from the sides. Again you 
1o shoot down the missiles 
ome. If the base survives the 





ne nex! offensive secti 





ls and while the early 
ts to get tough 
gress is cided considerably 
by picking up pods that give a larger fi 
т movement and extra 

ights can be quite confus 
y move in a delay pattern 
nd ifs easy to lose 
ne you are moving directly. 
full of fea: 
gins by bein 
boot. One of the bx 

































ns this year. 


ө Bob Wade 








ARCADE ACCURACY 
LM. An excellent conversion fo 









(ON gmaphics gameplay and even 
[: те corro method. f you Iked 
\ an he arcade you iove it on 
ALDA nest 


COIN OP SCORE 6 






SPECTRUM PREVIEW ` 
The acton looks just as есіс as the ST a 
need two joysticks to get the | Ж 





rounds arent there because of the need for 
but A stil looks like i's going to be good. iw ve 














ATARI : T VERSION ON. 
‘sons, There а diferent ресе of music on 















GRAPHICS 8 10 FACTOR 2 
AUDIO э FUNFACTOR 9 
ACE RATING 844 












PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 























INTEREST LEVEL 







Its easy lo get into, packed with features and 
sets some tough tests. 
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SCREEN TEST 











AMIGA VERSION 

Unsurprisingly, ifs got he best graphics both for pre- 

C64 VERSION sentason and the acton tse. Music and elects are 

Much easier shoe selection here and те taining competent as well Choosing shoes is a bit conus 

sessions arent as sadistic as he Amiga version ing because you arent tod whether you have made 
either. The graphics and sound are up to scratch. corect choice. 








GRAPHICS 7 IQFACTOR 2 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 644 


GRAPHICS в IQ FACTOR 2 
Aupio 6 FUN FACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 680 





Hungry like the ACTIONWARE 
BOTH ерсе nc 





жез and seeing they make it 
kup point. 













oftware that allow 
to shoot various onscreen baddies fi 
‘across your living room. Now, thanks 
American software house nware 
Amiga owners can d: 

Whether you use the light gun of simply 
stick to playing the n the aid of a 
mouse, the е You have tt 
wotk your way 

















n wander across the 
3s not disastrous, 
e drastically. 
y however, is a jolly good 
of then drop ammo 
which you shoot to 
g tanks and helicopters that 
ame is no problem pro- 
- move the 





ugh several stages killin 


scuing six 




















1 one. Watch out for 





ing! 
those poor innocent animals. 
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Daley prepares to launch himself into 
the long jury 





ut there are a c 
thrown in 






factors 
ne is the choice of footwear for 
а range of shoes is available 
king the wrong one for an event can 
seriously impair performance, The other 
е the training scenes, in which 
bottles of Lucozade can be won after pro: 
sd bouts of hard waggling which 
you absolutely knackered 
Waggling t exactly new. but 
one is nicely put together, Из certainly 
better than the original DTs Decathlon and 
should appeal to most sports freaks 

Boo Wade 





















ames arer 








AMIGA VERSION 
The graphics, scroling and sound are great 
Although its fun to play, youll probably bum it out 
within a couple of weeks and wil only load it up in 
the Mute for a quick bi ol mayhem, 
GRAPHICS в IQ FACTOR 1 
AUDIO 8 FUNFACTOR 8 


ACE RATING 753 





shi cue waiki, piña ora a A 
launches automatically. 

Kill the enemy off quickly, because i 
doesn! take long for them to start shooting dí 
you, and doing damage to your health 
meter First aid boxes appear now and адой 
‘and boost health а litle И they're shot on tha 
ground. POW. is not going to strain your 
brain. but its a satisfying blast while it lasts 


Andy Sm 
PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE | 




















INTEREST LEVEL 


Its playable stuff, but not challenging enough. 
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(Monitor not included) 








a 520 STEM with buit 
Modulator, 1 төр. drive, Y төр 

















21 exciting action games 


Organiser integrated business 
software 


Atari joystick 


CREDIT 
TERMS 
AVAILABLE 





2000 sheets high quality 
112 x 847. microperf 
all round. GOgsm 








The new Meroblaster 
joystick from REPLAY 
order today and 

Take Control 


High quality Mouse Mat 








спот 2 cA : a RUNS yas 
QUALITY BLANK DISKS 
y K 5 Philips CMB833, 14” colour 





branded quality at prices like these | ! 


WITH А FREE ST CABLE WORTH £12] 


All 1 meg. with internal power s, 


TRIANGLE 
ate туре [TDK or BASF CM 
when ordering POWER 








Both ae certified 100% om көө and offer э Menn warranty 








AHR ORDER HOTLINE (0503610444999 











"Qe "agp "qu 





РЕ, «КЕРИ ق‎ SM EMO. «РНИ A Fa Qond ntn 
кытылы? | sensim D to ce sey eed s COMPUMART LTD 
nye stocks for wmmadiate despatct Ln cage Special FREEPOST (ACE) 
Kass E d “~ —— E LOUGHBOROUGH 
e All prices inclusive of VAT LEICS LE11 OBR 
Prices/delivery subject to availabilty and only applicable to UK mainland, N. ireland and BFPO's. EBOE TEL: 0509 610444 
ii ak or vium dott FAX: 0509 610235 
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SCREEN TEST UPDATES 


FERNANDEZ MUST DIE 


ST @ Imageworks £24.99dk 


GENERAL f unica are at ogan 


k of giving 





uve got the glorious t 
them a one-way ticket to oblivion. Its the 
same basic idea os t sion reviewed 
In Issue 13, but there have been quite a few 
1nges - by no means dll for 
The 64 version mode 
attempls to di 
Commando 

















le ste 
james like 
by havi 








DRILLER 


Amiga and ST @ Incentive £24.99dk 
Incentives tremen: 


FREESCAPE ишу “шеш 


solid 3D system, finally mokes it onto the 
68000 machines with this epic of drilling and 
puzale-solving. The scene is the prison moon 
Mitral, where underground gas bulld-ups 
ше reaching dangerous proportions. Your 





ST - an aerial view of the start location. 
‘The control panel has been jazzed up 
rably and the graphics move fast. 











help to 








The actual aim of the game has also 
been modified slightly, Instead of destroying 








bases you have to kill the seven members of 
the Junta, They are found in buildings with 
red crosses on, as is Fernandez at ће end of 





9 gem 











version is ü little disappointing 
because Id expect the ST to have more fea 
owever, its still got plenty going for it 

Bob Wade 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 
= —— 





ATARI ST VERSION 
‘Sharp, dear graphics but not as good as 
Leathernecks. The explosions and sound effects 
эко lose in comparison. 


GRAPHICS 7 10 FACTOR 2 
auoıo з FUN FACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 674 





josk is to place drilling rigs and thereby 
relieve the pressure, before Mitral is blown to 
pieces 

The game may not demand much in the 
way of geological knowledge, but you will 
need to think hard and shoot accurately. 
Youll also need to have a sense of wonder. 
because the solid 3D used to depict the 
games many puzzles and hozords is very 
impressive stutf 





saa visuAo::m2:08 ” 








INTEREST LEVEL 
үг 


Lack of variety means it palis taster than the 64 


On the 8-bit machines this visual impocl 
was tempered by the slow frame rate of tell 
display, but theres no hint of that in these | 
latest versions. Considering just how much 
work goes into each screen, the display 8 
very fast indeed. As with the PC version, the | 
extra speed makes ће game а far more 
Gppedling prospect for arcade fans, even 
though the original puzzles are unchanged, 

А bold, admirable ресе of software 
when it was launched almost а year ago 
Driller has lost nothing in the meantime, The 
ST and Amiga may both have а good few 
solid 3D tiles, but the teal world feel dl 
Freescape puts this one in a class of its own, 

Andy Wi 


AMIGA & ATARI ST VERSION 
The mouse-con control system is пен o Ihose vi 
sions, but ifs natural and works wel. The lagi 
colour талде makes or fne bevt-looking Miral ун, 
and (s so fast ioo 


GRAPHICS 9 10 FACTOR 7 
AUDIO 4 FUNFACTOR 3 
ACE RATING 963 
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INTEREST LEVEL 


at, great to play, but you'll solve | 
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ers of 
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even 


e 
мате 
' ago. 
° The 
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om 
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NEBULUS 


ATARI ST & AMIGA @ Hewson £19.99dk 
















VERY few games have stood out in the past 
xceptionally original, but th 
one of the few. It mixes plat 
amazing tower turning graph 
tc опе of the most addi 








т. Nearly а yi 














he 16-bit versions arrive just with the 
enhanced graphics and so u would 
but with extra М 
You control а cute little thing J 
ho is always centred on the s He 
pears from a submarine at the bottom of а 
cylindrical tower, which you view from th 
de, and have to climb to t ot. Th 





most original thing about it is the viewpoint 
the action - as you walk roun 

vealing wi 
a very simple idea, but 
1 nerve tingling ed 
е gameplay and 
























game composed of nas 
often 








lowing а 
у the way there are plenty 
await the unwary. Т 


итв 















You must shoot it with a snowball or 
you'll be tumbling back down the tower. 





ST - a nasty trick this one. To complete 
the tower you have to let the spinning 
alien to the right of Pogo knock him 
down to the platform below. There anoth- 
er pink ball awaits him, so you've got to 
shoot fast too. 


Amiga - one of the nice touches on the 
ST and Amiga is the water at the base of 
the towers. It ripples delightfully and 

llects the movement above it. Howev- 
in this shot you're about to be plunged 
into it by the spinning alien - and you 
can't swim. 
































SCREEN TEST 


lower - i just serv 










kill you is plummeting to a 





е beginning. 
hate the spinning alien 
pears from t 

J straight for у 

> avoid it is to go up or 


Эде 
The onl 
wn before 











arrives, or go through a doorway just before i 
you. Doorways take you straight 
the other side of the tower. but you 


ant tell what surprises lle in wait for you 











can shoot snowballs, but 

nly take out flashing blocks that bar the 
ncing balls. The other dangers 
us guises and ай follow simile 








ent patterns. They either shutlle vert 
d for 
be over 

1 ha 





even greater. 
praised higi 








challenge, Every 
ught out in the 


classic game e 





Bob Wade 








ATARI ST VERSION 
Graphis are just as good as the Amiga, but the 
aren! quite as hot. The levels ara al 
"denial o he Amga 





GRAPHICS 9 10 FACTOR в 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR в 
ACE RATING 952 











AMIGA VERSION 
The graphics and sound elects аге the best 
versions, just pipping the ST, The new love 








uperbly designed and wil gvo oven expen: 








a good run lor eir money. 








GRAPHICS 9 IQFACTOR 8 
AUDIO 7 FUNFACTOR 8 
ACE RATING 952 


PREDICTED INTEREST CURVE 





INTEREST LEVEL 








The graphics and addictive gameplay make it ən 
instant hit. The extra towers keep it going strong. 
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The new Atari Games C 


It's what every computer games player has been waiting for. Hundreds of brail 
boiling software titles that'll push your skill and judgement to the limit. All under one roof 
When it comes to packing hardware, Rambo's got nothing on us. Everything from tl 














ЖАТАК! 


NORTH 





b а аааз 


















s<" 
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Ceres ha 


EL kc: < 
ш 
ме hit town. 
brain-¥ stunning Atari VCS to the mindblowing Atari XE Games System. 


` roof. So get down to your local Atari Games Л ATARI 
Centre. They're smashing. 


m the 



































































SCREEN TEST 


THE GAMES: 





RELIVE *。。 

taking part in eight varied events 
joing headHohend in 

pole vaut Bas 

archery апа diving. Non 

and out wagglers but the 

апа pole уаш! al involve 












ding. 








hammer, parail 





them are out 
cling, hurdles 


a fair bit of joystick 











RELEASE BOX 
ATARIST 219900 
AMIGA £19,99dk 
SPECTRUM £8 99cs £12990k РЕВ®9 
AMSTRAD £9.99cs £14.990k__ FEB 89 


(64/28  £9.99cs £14.99dk OUT NOW 


IBM PC 49% IMMINENT 


MAR SS 
МАЯ 89 























SUMMER EDITION 


EPYX have fun in the sun 


Whoops! You've taken a tumble trying to do 
the hurdles. You're not getting up from that 








C64 VERSION 


re up to the usual hig 








phe 
standard that Epyx maintain on the 64, The musical 
pieces that pop up in between the action aro also 
good. 

GRAPHICS 6 IQ FACTOR 4 
Aupio 7 FUNFACTOR 7 


ACE RATING 753 








will be 
to the Epyx 




















INTEREST LEVEL 


Classy sporting action that wil last. 





Pirate pranging 
gates ore back again and 
THOSE 75, тозса ошо. ж 


naturally youve been delegated to slap c 
few wrists, pop a few heads and get it all 
back again 

The mission is not dissimilar 
original game, although additional teat 
have been added to try to jazz it up 
flick screen cross between q shootem-up 
° adventure, with the empha: 





and an arcade 
sis firmly on the blasting. Each screen pre 












GRAPHICS 9 IQ FACTOR 2 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 7 


ACE RATING 672 








CYBERNOID ІІ 


with HIEVVSON 





and weapons to sur 





youll need a 











The weapons have been beeted 
which is just as well with all those vicious 
aliens around. Youre now armed with 
bombs, shield. bouncing 
bombs seeker d hacer 





These con kil virtually ОЙ known 
dead, but are in short supp 
llpower сап 






g the 
the 









x ата weopor 
tring gun and a large 


up 





Despite the impressive firepower its stil 
an extremely difficult. game to play The 





GRAPHICS 8 


1а FACTOR 2 
AUDIO 6 FUNFACTOR 7 
ACE RATING 672 








Entering at the bottom left you are confront 
































ed by a scroenful of alien killers 
odds are stacked against з а 
3ying once, losing weapons осе 
rs even harder to survive, This sort of mani 
gameplay appeals to many game freaks bil 
theres not much originality and no сох 
sion to those wanting а less demanding taiki 

e Bob Wa 

= == 
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Now you can test your skills on 
Land, Sea & Air or challenge 
4, new frontiers. S 






i 
ial 





Electronic Ars produces Home Entertainment Software on most Computer formats. For a product brochure 
and the location of your nearest stockist, please contact: ELECTRONIC ARTS, 11-49 STATION ROAD, 
LANGLEY, BERKS SL3 8YN. TEL: SLOUGH (0753) 46485. DEALERS PLEASE CALL (0753) 40906. 






ELECTRONIC ARTS* 
Hie 


You simply can't get the entire system for running a Dungeons and Drag- 
ons game onto a home computer - but more and more people are having 
a good try. American strategy/simulation experts SSI turn their hand to 
the second AD&D licence, and Andy Smith checks out how well they fare, 




















US GOLD/SSI start playing for keeps 










































Outside the City Council building in New 
Phian. Right, who's for some Orc bashing? 





Ту as you might, you wor be abe 
1o play the game lor very eng wih- 
ол geting into анун. Ore a 
combat station occurs (how you 
encounter he enemy determines 
whether you or he enemy any, 
has the element of surprise) the 
screen changes lo show icons of 
your party andthe opposition. The 
characters then move, in tum, 
according to тег iitatve rating - 
the higher tis, he more moves 
‘hey get during combat. 

You can tum over conr of 
characters to ће computer or opt 
to make al he tactical decisions 
yourse. The basic types of 
weapon at your disposal are 
ranged weapons (sings, cross- 
‘bows, long bows and so on) and 
melee weapons (We swords, 
‘maces, and spears). Which you 
use depends onthe үре of enemy 















































" 
ing 
| to 
re. 


S 











et, since no-one is ever going 
ADD system int 
byte or two, 


to 
nything un 








game by creating a party 
characters (see Characters box) 
меп а briet tour of the city 


of up to 








lett to seek fame, fortune 










{ the screen is your view of your sur. 
toundings and the top right shows th 





ames of your party n 
armour and hit point 


з an 
















GRAPHICS 7 — !QFACTOR 5 
AUDIO 4 FUNFACTOR 8 
ACE RATING 921 





controlled by 
the menus at the base of the к 

For example. by selecting а pc 
ber from the list at the top of t 
by selecing the view option at the 
2, the screen clears to show you that 
characters attributes, job type and so 
plus a cameo of the thot you 
Choose at ће 


acting various optio 



















have ready whe 
EXIT from 
the 









е submen 







jain menu, wher 
u in direct joystick con! 





SPECIAL 





DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Balore you start he game, you 
have to create your band ol adver- 
lurers creating a panty of up o six 
characters trom a choice o six 
races, inducing dwarves, ees, 
Һай and humans. Once you've 
decided on a rame, race and gen- 
der lor your character the computer 
‘randomly generates six abi 
Scores. These include strength, 
wisdom, dexterity and charisma rat- 
ings which affect how he character 
Plays during the game. 

Next you have to choose a 
ass for your character. Do you 
want your character to be a fighter? 
Magicuser? Or a combination ot 
Several such casses? Note he 
race of the character is important 
here — ior example, human charac- 
ders can oniy belong to single cass, 
whereas dwarves and gnomes can 


mentis the phlosaphy the charac- 
ter ives by A character wih a law- 
ul good alignment strictly inter- 

prets ши and order and uses hese 


рторес lo bing he benefits о — points. 








weapons he/she/it is carrying, armour class and hit 


‘society. A chaotic evil character wil 
‘disdain law and order, kindness and 
‘any good deeds. Once you've cre- 
ated your pan, you can save their 
attributes and begin to play the 


screen. Here you get to 
choose just what your 
character should look 


ME 
asymm fi 








game who 


ay 





Whether you pay any heed to what you 
hear, or whether you decide to undertake 
extra tasks is entirely up to you. 

ng to capture the complex concept 
ot the AD&D system on a home micro, along 
with the social aspects fo the game is an 
ambitious proje have gone a long way 
to achieving that aim and have produced 
ап admirable RPGinfluented computer 
product, one that will not only please hard: 
core AD&D fans but will appeal to anyone 
looking for a game to keep them enthralled 
and playing for a long time to come, 
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Getting hooked onahe ga 
ient 


asy. Giving it up 
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SCREEN TEST 


CAPONE VETERAN 


CTION н а С! o piano 
ACTIONWARE р 90 plano: | 4 sheep in Wolf's clothing from 


AS this pointot t Minking or ^ | SOFTWARE HORIZONS 


RELEASE BOX 
ТЗ 


ATARI ST м 


т сояу 


m 
+ n 
Mi 












c pads, rea 
in glorious FREES 























SCREEN TEST 


FINAL ASSAULT — /ARTURA 


EPYX climb peaks 


GREMLIN travel through time 


THIS trst appecre 
ACE issue 5 
m 
appropriate s 

Chamonix Q je. Si " Айша is not terribly 
then E ° t the | eri Nim and the determined 
rights to the 
apparently made 

Jes. 


gun 


by s eally just a 
arcade adven. 
explore (and 
oms and lev. 
the runes, at 


raps and the nasty crea. 
Your vitality is reduced by 


ACE RATING 476 
ACE RATING 527 








ALLEVA PARK, ALDERMASTON, 


(QW. TELEPHONE: (07356) 77288 4 





incentive 


SOFTWARE LTD 





























APPROACHING 

PHANTIS 

£ You must rescue ARKOS, 
= the hero of therebellion 

against GREMLA, who has been 


imprisioned. You combat 
the kamikaze hordes, dodging 
missiles and avoiding balls of 
Incandescent magma. 

‘Once you enter the caverns of the 
planet PHANTIS you fight your way 
through. 















STRUGGLING 
ON 





After abandoning the ship you 
capture an ADREC in order to 
continue advancing on the planet. 
А dagger is the sole weapon 

you rely on to fend off the 
Inhabitants. You fight against the 
‘enemy troops. You have to steal 2 
weapon. And advance forward, 
straight ahead. Nothing can 
detain you. 













THE PRISON 






You cross swamps, 
mountains and forests... 
there are enemies all over. 
The way to the prison becomes 
more hazardous the further you 
advance. You take command 

of a helicopter, descend Into 
the entrails of the planet, and 
arrive at the prison. It is heavily 
guarded. Will you be capable of 
freeing ARKOS?. 

























| * SPECTRUM *AMSTRAD CPC x COMMODORE 64 * MSX 


D OQA £ ЖЯ г © OE 
3,959 бушл" 12,95 
* PC COMPATIBLES x ATARI ST. 


1995" = 





























ARCADES 


SUSPENDED 
ANIMATION 


Andy Smith plays with some puppets and saves a world from destruction before 
escaping from a prisoner of war camp and capturing some gangsters in this 
month's round up of what's hot and new in the arcades, 


Оп the second stage. You're about to slug it out with Xi Tai Hou. 








(Right) On stage 
three. That small 
character's a mean 
опе! 


(Below) Ooof! He's 
knocked you back 
on your heels. 
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THE LAST 
APOSTLE PUPPET 
SHOW 


Homedata 30p 


Dont let the wacky title put you oll, this beat 
em-up packs а fair old punch. The games for 
опе or two players and in it you try to Work your 
way up а mountain fighting various increasing. 
ly difficult opponents. So far, so standard, but 
what makes this game big news is the display. 

Most сошорв have stunning sprites and 

backgrounds, but somehow they dont have 
that Yeal look to them. and at best they look 
Ше cartoons, LAPS on the other hand has 
stunning characters and backgrounds with a 
tremendous ‘reali’ quality. The characters 
look just like the puppets you might see in a 
children’s TV. programme (the puppets on 
strings, not the glove variety). The animation of 
the characters is not brüllant but the shading 
and the backgrounds give it one of the most 
believeobie 3D displays yet. 
The actual games fun to play, and you 
have a wide variety of moves to use against 
your opponents using the standard punch and 
Kick buttons As in most of these types of games, 
how you position the joystick while you press a 
bution affects just what move you make. Pull 
down on the joystick and press kick and youll 
do a leg sweep, push up and kick and you'll do 
a high kick aimed at the enemys head. At the 
stort of the game its just you versus another 
"puppet. but as you progress up the mountain, 
he opponents become more numerous unti 
you can be fighting off hordes of the enemy 
that come running at you from ай directions 
Dont let the puppet idea fool you into thinking 
the enemies are soft though, theyre not and 
once your energy bar at the top of the screen. 
reaches zero your head goes flying across the 
screen (bloodless, thank goodness) 

The game concept may be old hat, and the 
animation may leave а little to be desired, but if 
this is the sort of thing мете going to be seeing. 
more of, in ош local arcades then the future 
does indeed look br 








Bingo! That's put paid to that end-of-level 


FORGOTTEN 
Capcom 30p 





/ORLDS 





Wanna go shoppin 
com offering 
In the game you take 













pping bit. As ү 
‘and at various 


the door and you 








able to buy some meatier weapons (thats i 
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(Left) Flying through the Egyptian 
with plenty of firepower. 








EXTENDED PLAY 


SCRAMBLE SPIRITS @ Sega 30р 
This viewed from above, vertically scrolling shoot-em-up's 
set in the 21st century and gives you a small, twin-engined 
plane to fy. You're armed with a front firing gun, and power- 
ing up gives you a fighter escort that you can use to attack 
‘either airborne or ground targets depending on which button 
you press. Great fun, but again it's nothing original. 


РОМ. © SNK 30p 
Escaping from a Prisoner of War camp's no easy task ~ 
‘especially when the guards know youre tying to bust out 
and come aher you armed with ves and machina guns. 
The game's a beat-em-up essentially, but any armed guards 
you manage lo overpower, you can rob. As a Renegade 
meets Roling Thunder game, 

its not hal bad and в wel 
worth checking ол. 


P.O.W.- ready 
fight. Pick up that 
machine gun and you 
won't have to bother. 
throwing punches (at 
least until you run out 
of ammo). 





ASSAULT @ Namco 30p 

Abit Ike Virdicators this one (see ACE issue 11), in hat 
you've got two joysticks to control a tank viewed from above. 
You're driving through a maze-ike network of canyons, and 
instead ol tuming corners you fip the tank over before pow- 
епп forward again. This control method's easy to get used 
o and is also a handy method of avoiding the shots the 
enemy tanks Ме at you. 


GANGBUSTERS @ Konami 30p 
Large cartoon characters make an appearance in this 
ченей from above shoot-em-up. Some nasty bank robbers 
have stolen a whole wodge of cash and as a police officer 
ifs down to you to round them up. They do have friends, 
though, who do their level best to stop you by shooting you, 
but should you see one of he bank robbers (Б not hard to 
spot hem, theyre usually satin the middle of he road 
counting the lolly), you simply have to shoot them and go 
pick'em up, You hen 
dever hem tothe 
nearest wing Black 
Maria where you 
Tecove а power-up. 
Ks a tough game to 
pay but itis great 
hn. 


SKY SOLDIERS @ SNK 30p 

This vertically scrolíng shoot-em-up for one or two players 
gives you half a dozen missions to complete, each set in a 
diferent country and tme period, You're уго a spaceship 
and the enemy тай reflect the country and time period 
yovte fighting in  doodiebugs appear when youre fighting 
‘over 1945 Germany, and monoplanes and biplanes show up 
in 1914 France. 

Extra weapons are given to you at the start ol each 
mission, and you have a choice of several, including homing 
missiles and busters. You only have limited amounts of 
‘extra weapons hough, so make sure you save some for the 
enú-ol-level guardians! 


CABAL @ Tad/Electrocoin 30p 

Is not ong betore an original dea spawns a batch of 
dones. This one's an Operation WolHype game for one or 
wo players. You don't get a machine gun mounted on the 
ont af he cabinet however, but a trackball to whizz he 
sights around the screen, picking off the baddies as you go. 
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your orders in real - 
more complex, you'd have had some really smart robots to work with. 


GET S 


What if games were packed with nasties that could think for themselves? What if you could program your own forces to 
attack intelligently? What if programs could actually slug it out for control of your computer? Andy Wilton looks at how artificial 
intelligence and programmability could change the face of gaming. 


а turkey shoot. 
inst the nas 
lenge evaporates 
dead hand problem rearing its 
ly behaviour patterns 
theyte also fixed. The 
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hing а sequel, at 
е at ACE weve always been 
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but there could be another 
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d briefly in Aliens Alive (ACE 


ATAR HEAVY-DUTY 
EMICAL LASER 

SIDE VIEW 
Carrier Command (ST). You can set a destination for your Walrus amphibious tanks, but | 
you can't tell them what to do when they get there - so massed attacks, coordinated | 
| bombardments and simultaneous air cover are all out of the question. A higher level of | 
command system would allow games with whole fleets of ships in them. 
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SPECIAL 


HELP WANTED! 
Once the bad guys start getting smart, youll 
have to wise up too, If youre all alone 
against a vast horde of high-IQ aliens you 
clearly arent ç 

had better be in 
Of course, f a g 


| your own submarine flotilla. In real Ше, espe- 
cially in WW Il or some similar period, youd 
only get the results of the search when the 
planes got home safely. If they were 
med by flak, exceeded their endurance 
y couldnt find thelr mother ship 
again, you'd never know а thing about it 

learly this knowledge limitation wont 
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game most people wouk After translate very well to a home micro if you | | 
all, if your buddies are de work trol the recce planes | 
you may not feel very involved in the pro may get shot down, but 
ceedings. Far better if thelr intelligence is | Cyrus Chess (РС): could techniques from mier group yourself 
рай of your gome effort il youve ро | intelligent games like this help make т act accordingly. Programmable 


shoot-em-up aliens smarter? 


grammed them, that i forces could carry out complex commands, 





Panic - were not talking while at the same time maintaining the Chi ! 
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ns Bullding programmability into a game could 

he transform our notions 

he about. Imagine a few possible scenarios 

a fake a task-foros wargame in the style of 
Carrier Command, for example, You form up 
а bombing group to attack enemy 
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ADVENTURES 


This month the Cowled Crusader takes a critical look at Lancelot, brings you the Paladin's guide to Lords of Time, plus the final 
instalment of the Pawn solution. All that, plus more reviews, hints and tips from the country's premier adventure reviewer... 








Lancelot on the Amiga 






LEVEL 9/MANDARIN's Holy Grail? 
THIS $ 


twi 








14956 + 19958, OUT NOW 















































ADVENTURES 


For example 
save Tint 
x tall orde 


LANDSCAPE 82 SYSTEM тә 
CHALLENGE 91 ENCOUNTERS 85 








LIVING WITH LANCELOT 





Lancelot, in common wih most some of he high devel com- 
Level games these days, ва ‘mands, in paricular GO TO which 
three part story. In Part 1, you enables you toinsanty locate 
meet Arthur Metin, Sr Kay, and almost any person or place. This 
your love-o-be Guenever, You means that you have to make a 
also expore the caste town of constant efor to map the game, 
Camelot and get used to fhe since ñ s rather easy to rely on 
game system, GO TO and FOLLOW to move 
In Part 2, you rush olf and you about the pace. Although 
prove your worth as a knight by convenient, it does somehow 
rescuing damsels in distress, ر‎ spol ће joy of exploration. 
deleating armies, and above all There are severa opportuni- 
rescuing various captive knights. "les for combat, but tis is limited 


These then become command- involves the Quest forthe Holy to simple at-and-siash with no. 
| | adle characters who can (mosty) — Gralandleatureslancsofsson chance lo dictate tactes other 
help you in solving some of the Galahad as well as the old knight than deciding whether or not to 
games other puzzles. himself. accept your opponent's surrender. 
Part 3, which you can jump. Throughout the adventure, V you dee, Merin immediately res- 
‘straight to from the main menu, gameplay is largely shaped by urrects you somewhere else. 
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To start with, th 
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RELEASE BOX 

ATARI ST — £29.950k OUT NOW 
AMIGA — 29950 OUT NOW 
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CHALLENGE 75 ENCOUNTERS 22 


1 by having (a) 


салі 
Unfortunct 

роо 

locaton by selecting ti 








there | some area at the bottom of the screen. Some 
works, sometimes it appears not to, 
In one location, 1 dropped a lette 





led t 


get it back was rewarded wilh.a 
торе Extraordinary, dear Watson. 

т game that people drool 
computer shows. It looks 
ergh The problem isnt one 
actly. but simply one of obscurity. 
uctions are faulty, the program isnt 
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to expect а level of programming 
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for next 


THE PILGRIM'S GUIDE 
TO THE PAWN 


The Final Part 





So you're in Hell. You can ask the Devil about various subjects, but best to check 
his views on the wrist-band first. Once you've been zapped, make sure you get the 
white out of the pouch before venturing north across the rope bridge. 

To avoid being eaten by the dragon, shine the white at ће shadows, and then 
point at the shapes. Weop not over the hobbits - they deserve everything they get. 

Once you've chucked your weapon at Kronos, grab his soul with the aerosoul (make sure you press the 

and then wear his clothes and get the wand. 
The idea here is to make yourself look like the wizard so that the dragon won't eat you. Actually, 
ve dragon there is another route ма the fying stone slab, but why 


youdon't have to go back to Hell pa 
bother? 
Dont dally with the Devil, or hel fry you. Get the white again, then W.S W. to the shaft. Go up the shaft 


о the double doors, then west o the ledge, then get rope and climb up it. The remaining five points to make 
350 come from planting the plant in the pot with the trowel. The finale of the game comes when you knock 
on the perspex doors and answer NO, | AM NOT WEARING THE WRISTBAND. The doors will open and 
take you into another world. As a special bonus, if you type DEBUG, you can become invulnerable and 

rn The Pawn without fear of the dragon, the devil, or whatever. Why not rescue the princess after all? 
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A little more 
desirable than 
"FOUR CALLING BIRDS” 
dont you think? 
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BE GRIPPING THE EDG! 
RCOMPUTER.. ASYOU 
ATTEMPT TO CONQUER 
EPYX'S..FINAL ASSAULT 


Take the challenge to conquer the perils of nature's unknown...you're at 
the foot of one of the world’s highest mountains. Snow covered slopes, 
dangerous crevasses, sheer rs and a jagged rockface await you as 
you attempt one of the most gruelling sports ever created. 
Pack your rucksack with climbing gear and food supplies, practise on 

the training slopes and then 

decide which of the six treach- 

erous trails to tackle. You'll 

be tested to the limit by 

challenges in terrain, 

weather and your ‘health’. 

Take note of the advice of 

your safety guide and 

never underestimate 

the challenge that lies 

ahead of you as you 

could fall thousands 

of feet or freeze 

to death in 

the sub zero 

temperatures. 





























IGOLD LTD., Units 2/3, Holford Way. 
td, Birmingham B6 ТАХ. 





| FOR THE FIRST TIME, THIS IS FOR REAL... 




















But now - Operation Conquest - the conflict you hoped would 
happen. Aircraft, ground К the entire strategic Їй 
inder threat. 





You havent 


ORDER YOU PILOT NOW, 
Simply phone (0276) 9 quoting VISA or ACCESS cet 
number, п 


Digital Integration Limited, 
Watchmoor Trade Centr, 
Watchmoor Road, Camberly, 



















































LORDS OF TIME 
PLAYERS' 
GUIDE 


BY THE PALADIN 

PART 4 £22221 Time, one of 
Level 9's early classics, 

has seen something of a revival after being 

revamped and included in their latest Time 

and Magik trilogy. So let's play it again...shall 

we? 


Good. Once inside, get the ticker going so you can get out again, (The clock 
seems to suffer from an identity crisis and thinks it's Dr Who's Tardis. To travel 
between the time-zones turn one of the numbered cogs, then swing the obvious, 
then go out. The cogs should be taken in ascending order, with one exception, 
which I'll tell you about later.) 

First, you should find yourself at the end of a driveway. A wander round this 
quaint bijou cottage should be well rewarded, and make sure you get something 
to keep your hands free for later on. (There are valuable treasures to collect 
throughout the game, but these, in the main, are not necessary to finish the 
adventure. Is it valuable? Examine it and see). 

Before taking in the garden, go and get tooled up at the road works down the 
lane. Back at the garden you'll need something that... To reach the keys you'll 
have to do a vain person a good turn first, and let him admire himself. To find 
him promenade along the stream at the bottom of the garden, and bridge it 
upstream. 

Once you've got inside the shed, make sure you take everything. One object 
Ís essential for later problems and the other is used to put an old man (the wil- 
low) out of his misery. 

Take а short cut back to the clock, along the outside of the cottage. At the 
Compost heap, eat the mushrooms, and gain a little insight. Finally, at the car- 
port, nick the petrol can and take a look at the bottom of the Porsche. 

Back at the clock drop everything valuable, but take what you picked (pun) up 
atthe road works. Bong! It's a bit chilly here in the ice ages. When you are 
Wapped by the woolly elephant, light a fire with the fuel and scrap wood. The 
frightened mammoth leaves some things behind. To get further you'll have to be 
kinder to another member of the animal kingdom - you did bring the cat food 
didn't you? A sore point may find a better home in the compost - but remember 
lo haggle with the tooth fairy, so you can shine light on later problems. 

Now that the tiger's been placated you can wander round the caves. You'll 
heed to break the ice a couple of times and make some ice to walk across. 
Release the queen and she will give you something which is useful to another 


Member of royalty later on. That wraps it up here so take a short cut south, down 
the tunnel. 


More next month. See previous page for final solution to Ye Pawn — long 
awaited by many patient Pilgs who have been robbed of their victory by 
Shortage of space... 


CONTACTING THE PILG. 


THE PILGRIM, ACE MAGAZINE, 4 QUEEN STREET, BATH, BA1 1EJ. 





I hope you won't need any help getting as far as the inside of the time-piece? 


ADVENTURE 


NO PROBLEM! 


ї Once again fellow Pilgs come to the aid 
of those in distress. This month's Truly Virtu- 
ous Ones include: Jason Hand, Mark Cole- 
man, Ross Halliday, and Wayne Piper. 


KINGS QUEST 2 
Leave cupboard open in wizards bedroom, then 
look behind it to find magic map, 
To dodge wizard on the pirate's ship, stay on the 
ladder. 

то deteat the dragon, use the storm brew. 


BEYOND ZORK 
To eam more compassion, use the levitation to ift 
the baby hungus from the quicksand. 


Jump off the infinitely long bridge using the 
umbrella 


CORRUPTION 

Open cistern in cubicle and search it 
Smash Volvo window with screwdriver from glove 
compartment 

Theresa leaves her office at 10.00 — get brass key 
from her drawer and enter David's office. 

When Nurse Stephenson leaves the ward, get ир, 
get the papers and pillow case from under the 
empty bed, then go to operating theatre, get ban: 
dage, and wear i 

Put all except papers into pillow case and lie on 
bed. When in ambulance, remove clothes from 
pillow case and put them on. Remove bandage, 
Get up, open ambulance doors, and jump for it! 





SHADOWGATE 

Operate hammer on middle mirror in mirror room. 
Operate spear on tol. 

Operate Key to the work scroll on globe. 

Kill gi in turret with silver arrow. 

Operate star on wyvern in turret. 

Operate right panel in throne room 


DEJA vU 

Operate card on slot in И! and on wall, 

Operate syringe on container marked BISODIU- 
MITIS, then operate syringe on self 

Syringe fat lady with sodium pentathol 
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BASSINE HOW [BI Ë 


21st CENTURY WARRIOR APACHE 


(EON lal? 


THE AWARD WINNING ATTACK HELICOPTER SIMULATION 


Experience the challenge and danger of attack 
helicopter flying. Gunship is an award-winning simu 
lation of the Apache, the world’s most sophisticated 
warrior helicopter. Incredibly detailed and featuring 
revolutionary 3-D graphics, it has flown straight to the top 
of the UK's best-selling charts. 

As pilot you must fight your way through the war 
zones of the world. You'll use the same amazing array of 
advanced weapon systems as real Apache pilots — laser 
guided missiles, radar and infra red warnings, night 


MicroProse, 2 Market Place, Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8DA. Telephone: 0666 54326 8 








viewers, cannons, rockets and jammers. The dangerous 
combat missions will take you from the training fields of 
the USA to the battlefields of South East Asia, Central 
America, the Middle East and Europe. 

If you've got the skills to survive you'll be rewarded 
with medals and rank promotions. 

Gunship. The simulation which blows all other 
helicopter simulations out of the sky. 

Available for C64/128 Cassette £14.95, Disk £19.95, 
Spectrum £9.95, Spectrum +3 £14.95, Amstrad Cassette 
£14.95, Disk £19.95. Atari ST £24.95, IBM PC £34.95. 
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| COMING SOON ON ATARI ST £24.99 - AMIGA £24.99 - COMMODORE 64 CASSETTE £14.99 - DISC £19.99 - IBM 
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MUSIC 


JEAN-MICHEL 
JARRE 


When Jean-Michel Jarre said he wanted to gather 2,500 technicians, 200 musicians, 
40 tons of generators, scores of searchlights, lasers and slide projectors and a 
stage full of synthesizers and computers together for an open-air concert in 
London's Docklands, people said he was mad, 


ШШШ 





ZEE] A 
SPECTRUM 


. 
COMMODORE 


9.95 


AMSTRAD 


































and analog synth sweeps and а few of the 
rolling sequences which characterise Jarre's 
more uptempo material. But there little in 
the way of memorable melody there, and 
the older material from the Oxygene and 
Equinoxe’ LPs stood up much better on the 
night. Thats not to say that the music was 
reproduced unconvincingly - it all got very 
close to the album versions, but that may 
have been something to do with the three 
24tack tape machines whining away 
behind the giant three-tier floating stage 











MUSIC, MAESTRO, PLEASE... 
Jane's role during the concert was more that 
ol a conductor than a musician, with his con: 
trol centre supposedly collating the action of 
the lights, lasers, slide projectors and music 
During the Houston concert he played some | 
parts from a modified Yamaha KX5 remote 
keyboard strapped around his neck. but for 
this show heid had a grotesque new device 
built - all poking out bits of metal, wonky 
keys and microphones on the end of a point 
ed stick. Stll, it all managed to fool the Radio 
1 DJ who hosted the show on its tin 
radio transmission and whose gullibi 
matched only by his lack of knowledge of 
modern musical instruments (what the hell is 
a Sonovox anyway’) 

Whats certain is this; the 100-odd choir 
really were singing, the drummer Joe Нап 
mer was battering away for a least part of 


















NEXT MONTH ON ACE 
DRAGON NINJA 


‘original coin-op, 


now which version you require. 


‘on disk for Atari ST and Amiga, 


NEXT MONTH IN ACE 





Arcade Extravaganza 
“The ACE 88 Awards 


"Over 170 action packed pages 





DONT MISS THE XMAS ISSUE OF 
| IT NOW FROM YOUR NEWSAGENT 


Î (orbetter stil, buy a sub) 








The kung-fu surprise that Ocean's about to spring this Christmas. 


A playable demo of Ocean's arcade conversion from Data East's 


Once again, ACE is at the forelront of magazine technology. 

For the first time anywhere in the world, a magazine brings you 
a playable demo of a top Christmas game on your computer. 
Alternate issues of ACE will have a cover mounted cassette or 
disk. You choose which format you want. Tell your newsagent 


DRAGON NINJA Available on cassette for Spectrum and C64, 


* Christmas Past, Christmas Present, Christmas Future 
“Full reviews of Afterburner and Thunderblade 


“Stocking Fillers - Compilations Roundup and the Best of Budget 





the old Space Art c 
recorded? ), Mich 
vain Durand and 
bert was visible compl 
remote keyboard and comput 
Hank Marvin (y 
Hank Marvin from The Shad. 
‘ows) put in an appearance 
guitar, and the TV lighting gen- 
erally got in the way of any 
Possible view by cantilevering around the 
stage and plonking itself in front 
cians 

James famed Loser harp sequence, 
which is mor ting visually than must 
cally, was rendered almost totally pointless 
by the 1 smoke and rain made both 
musician and beams (and even the shining 
asbestos gloves which supposedly have to 

















е musi 











ex-WW2 searchlights playing on 
side of the low clouds was breathtaking, i 
was ironic that those same clouds spend 
most of t 9 dropping 
water on the audience. An 
the en which 
lands Debacle so depressing. Like the Hous- 









THE ACE CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 


Dear Newsagent, 


Name. 


Address. 


Signed. 


ACE - ORDER 


1 will call in to collect it 


MUSIC 


ton and Lyon concerts, Destina- | 

tion Docklands was intended for 

the people - with a privileged 

few paying spectacle to the 

concert from points all along the 

‘Thames. But the very layout of 

the concert, which seemed to be 

а closely-quarded secret even 

from the press until just before 

the event. made sure that this 

was impossible, Even discount 

ing the safety objections from 

Newham Council which led to 

the show being cancelled just 

days before its original date (organisers did- 

nt even have a license at that stage), the 

fact is that there were very few angles from 

hich the show could be seen outside the 

dock itself, But the whole thing will probably 

look brilliant on television later this year, with 

raindrops electronically edited out and 

big close-ups of the stage - a pity they could. 

nt project а few for the paying customers on 
the night. 

So Jean-Michel bringing high-technology 
music to the people? Hardly, But in the pro- 
gramme {or the concert there was а full: 
page advert for the new Vangelis album, 
Direct. which isnt being promoted by any 
mega-concert but which steps out on a limb 
by including TUNES. Now THATS bringing 
high-tech music to the people. 


























SPECIAL 


BUMPER ISSUE PRICE 


£2.50 


(WITH CASSETTE OR DISK) 


Please reserve me a copy of ACE each month 


until further notice starting with the Christmas issue. 


Please deliver it to my home 


Postcode. 


(if under 18, please ask a parent to sign) 


! would like a copy of the Christmas issue of ACE with a cover 
mounted cassette/disk”. 


("Please delete as appropriate) 


To pe newsagent: You wil receive January (Christmas) issues of ACE ahermately cover. 
mounted with а cassete or a disk. in order lo fuf your customers special quirements 
you may wah to order more copies of ether disk issues or casset issues. Please con 
act your local wholesaler now. ACE is disrbuted by SM Distribution: 














In cose you hadnt twigged, MCMXCIX 
stands for 1999, and it would take until then 
to look at all the music software available 
through this extremely goahead London 
‘based company, 

Sure, there are other software specialists 
such as Syndromic Music (who handle the 
Hybrid Arts lines), but noone else has quite 
the range of MCM, who stock scores of soft- 
‘ware packages for the Atari ST. Commodore 
Amiga. Apple, Macintosh. IBM PC and com- 
ppatibles, with Archimedes packages already 
оп their way. Most of these lines are Ameri- 
can, from companies such as Dr T, Passport, 
Soundquest and Intelligent Music, but there 
Gre several British lines such as Pandora 
coming up, and inevitably the Archimedes. 
lines will be UK-based since the machine has 
hardly taken off in the States 

Weve taken a look recently at several 
packages from MCMs range. covering 
sequence composition, scoring. sample edit- 
ing and graphicstosound conversion, and 
will be reviewing them in detail in the com- 
ing months, Prices for the entire MCM range 
Gre trom as little as 54295 (lor Opcodes 
Amiga MusicMouse) to as much аз $475 for 
Cue 20, a film score preparation package 
which runs on the Mac. 


INTELLIGENT MUSIC MIDIDRAW 

Atari ST £89.95 
MIDIDraw is STRANGE. Its conceived partiy 
їп the tradition of Intelligent Musics more 
expensive "M" package, which is an "Intell 
gent auto-composer', taking your input in 
the form ot a few notes and turning out vari- 
ations, accompaniments and ой sorts of 
inversions and extended possibilities 

‘MIDIDraw has some of the same possibili- 
ties, but takes graphic patterns on the screen 
as its starting point. You draw on the main 
part of the screen using the mouse, in a 
choice of orange or grey-blue, and every 
pixel plays a note on connected MIDI synths 
ог modules (so you wont even need a music 
keyboard to use this one). 

Pixels further to the left of the screen play 
higher notes (the overall octave can also be. 
set) and pixels higher up the screen play 
louder notes - so by scribbling square cr cit- 
cles you can create scales, trills and crpeg- 
gios. There are four miniature contro! paneis 
оп the screen dt all times, and the first of 
these sets the MIDI channel your notes go out 
оп, the volume and length of notes, and the 
speed at which notes repeat if you hold the 
mouse still. Obviously ifs up to you to choose. 
a suitable sound on the synth to interpret the 
sorts of squiggles you want to create. 

The second control panel creates delays 
of up to two seconds and repeats the notes 
you create on the same synth with the same 
noise, or on a different synth (or a different 
MIDI channel of the same multitimbral 
synth) with а different noise and maybe а 
transposition up to another key. The third 
control panel is a data recorder - any notes 
you input are played bock initially with 
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equal spacing and will continue to loop if 
you wish, so you can create repeated 
sequences (ot even drum patterns is you 
have a set ot drum sounds loaded up оп 
your synth or sampler) and play along with 
them. The recorder also allows you to 
change tempo. play back in Real Time (that 
is, timed exactly as you entered the notes), 
skip а set percentage of notes, or randomise 
the playback of notes. 

The final control panel, the Interpreter, 
wil create its own musical patterns by scan- 
ning any picture on screen and playing а 
note each time it encounters denser sets of 
pixels, and the Interpreter con play up to 
four notes at a time - ifs the only polyphonic 
part of the package. 

You can save а Snapshot, which is a 
complete control set up for four panels, or a 
Movie, which В a complete live performance 
using the Mouse. And thats about as far as it 
goes - after that, ifs up to you to choose inter 
esting sounds, perform in musically useful 
manner, and make something of the results. 

MiDiDraw mus files are compatible 
with "Mr and with Dr Ts Keyboard controled 
Sequencer, Passports Master Tracks Pro, 
Stembergs Pro 24 and lots of other Atari 
Packages. But (f youre really interested in 
converting graphics to some kind of musical 
interpretation, youll probably be frustrated 
by the simplicity of the graphic input: only 
two colours, no advanced functions such as 
circle and line drawing, and no compatibili 
ty with the obvious arts packages such as 
Degas and Necchrome Its all very well 
stretching your musical interests to include 
graphics, but MIDIDraw unfortunately wont 
do much for these who want to stretch their 
graphics interests to include music 


DR.T'S "KEYS!" 

Atari ST £79.95 
"Keys! Gets drop the exclamation mark from 
now on, ОК?) is а basic composer ond 
music score creator which should work well 
for anyone interested in creating musical 
pieces and seeing them printed out on 
paper. Its also compatible with Dr Ts MPE 
(Multi Program Environment) system, and so 
con run simultaneously in your micro with a 
mote powerful Dr. T sequencer such as KCS 
(Keyboard Controlled Sequencer) and with 
synth and sample editors: so you should be 
able to create а new sound on your synth, 
compose a ресе of music with it, and print 
ой in standard musical notation without 
once having to reach for you reset button. 

To concentrate on Keys itself, we find 
most of the functions on a single page with 
попе of the usual Atm GEM layout in sight 
(Gs usual with Dr T packages). In fact Keys is 
written completely in GFA BASIC, and while 
this doesnt make it particularly slow ond 
clunky, there are some applications which 
ше slightly imegular in operation. cs the 
handbook admits, this is usually the cose 
when you ask the package to play notes 
and constantly update the screen display ot 





INTRO MCMXCIX... 


the same time. If you move the mouse in 
Auto Compose Mode (which we'l look at in 
а moment), for instance, the playback slows 
down. 

"You can enter notes into Keys using the 
mouse or a MIDI keyboard, and its possible 
to enter single notes or whole chords, either 
опе note at a time or by defining the chord 
you want and entering the root note. Once. 
youve entered a short phrase you сап 
repeat it as many times as you like, with апу 
transpositions you like, and then play it back 
either on a synth or on the builtin voice chip. 
(аз long as you dont try to use mote than 
three notes at a time in the latter case), The 
‘onscreen keyboard flashes the notes played 
if desired - а useful teaching aid. 

Notes of any length together with rests 
can be entered on whats known in musical 
terms as Grand Staff - in other words, a dou 
bie stave covering the usual range of grand 
piano. The Edit box lets you change any 
note, ot its duration, or its velocity (volume or 
tone on velocity-responsive synths) so keys 
doesnt require you to be a brilliant keyboard 
player to prepare and play back quite com- 
plex pieces. 

One major feature of keys which may 
appear hidden at tust is the Aulo Composer, 
which makes up ils own music based on 
parameters you provide. Going into Aulo 
Compose Mode causes а new screen to 
appear with twelve parameter settings rang- 
ing trom Key Change Frequency, Chord 
Degree Change Frequency, and Harmonic 
Tension Maximum to more obvious settings 
such as Melody and Harmony Octave and 
MIDI Channels 

Simple applications of the Auto Compos 
et give results like 1950s computer music - 
quick runs, trls and wobbles which you 
probably wont find very inspiring or useful 
But affer а while (a longer while than devot- 
ed to looking at the package) youll probably 
find the Auto-Composer coming up with pas- 
sages interesting enough to catch your atten- 
tion and for you to save away and use in 


musical lines at а time on а dot matrix ot 
Atari laser printer, with а SEQ-TO-ALL routing 


‘Studio sequencer, which well look at 
time. 


The main problems with Keys are t 
the layout is very fiddly and that 
quently you wontt get into it very quickly 
although aimed at the beginner and 
alike, the package looks complex enough 
put off either. But theres no denying that ii 
a relatively inexpensive and effective 
‘of getting basic musical scores сопу 
апа printed out, with а helpful routine 


good measure. 
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FIGHTER. 


The latest spectacular flight simulation by MicroProse gives 
you the chance to actually experience the future, putting you in. 
control of America’s newest, and top secret fighter plane. 
Shrouded in mystery, the F-19 is the product of leading-edge 
technology and engineering. 

Using the skill and ingenuity for which they are renowned, 
theaviationexpertsat MicroProse have accurately reproduced ts 
operational systems to create an incredibly realistic simulation. A 
simulation withsuch exceptional playability and depth that it has 
become an instant award-winner. 


Go on solo strike missions to Libya, the Persian Gulf, North 

Cape and Central Europe. The revolutionary feature of your F-19 
isits ability to remain virtually radarinvisible, so your success (and 
future promotion prospects) rests on mastering the jet’ electro- 
magnetic profile. 

“At your fingertips lies an incredible array of weapon options, 
yet the machine в nothing without the pilot - combat skills and 
intelligence are essential to survive this advanced and innovative 
simulation. 

Project: Stealth Fighter. The ultimate flight simulator for 
superior pilots. 

Available for C64/128 Disk £19.95, Cassette £14.95. Coming 
soon for Spectrum, Spectrum +3 & Amstrad. 


MicroProse, 2 Market Place, Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8DA. Telephone: 0666 54326 






































You don't want to be 
kept fully in the know. 


You're happy with 
news that's at least a 
month old. 


You're in no rush 
to find out about the 
latest software for 
your computer. 
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Тһеп you'll not be interested 
to hear about our new weekly 
magazine New Computer Expre 

It's packed with up to the minute 
information on every aspect of the 
computer scene: news, reviews, features 
and tips 

And because it comes out every 
week, you can be kept fully in touch 
with events and product releases as 
they happen - most things will be 
reported some five weeks ahead of a 
typical computer monthly. 

If you want to be first with the facts, 
just pick up a copy each Thursday from 
your newsagent. If you don't, please 
insert your head gently back into the 
sand. 





First news, first reviews - every week 


Launch issue on sale 
Thursday, November 10th 


If you have trouble obtaining a copy, please send a cheque or 
postal order for 75р (inc P&P) and your name and address 

to: New Computer Express, Future Publishing Ltd, 
Somerton, Somerset TA11 7PY 


From the publishers of 
ACE € PC Plus @ 8000 Pius e 
Amstrad Action @ ST Amiga Forma 





Future Publishing Ltd 


Magazines programmed for the '90s. 











Its time to start thinking about becoming an ACE 
subscriber. Why? Because not only will you get 12 
issues of the UK's hottest monthly delivered to your 
door straight from the printers, but included in your 
£17.95 annual subscription is a free ACE Personal 
Organiser worth £7.99. This stylish accessory will- 
help you organise your software library and give you 
ACE's on sale dates until the end of 1989! 

ACE is now accepted to have created the most 
definitive software evaluation system of any magazine. 
But ACE ratings are not the only reason for its suc- 
cess. International news and features, up-to-the- 
minute looks at music, graphics, programming, 
arcades, interviews, mail order bonanzas, free cover 
games - and the revolutionary Pink Pages - all these 
help make ACE essential. So order your subscription 
now and we'l send you your standard size ACE 
Personal Organiser straight away, with 12 issues to 
follow. The ACE Organiser, by the way, includes 80 
pages devoted to helping you organise your software. 
with indexes, and with the ACE logo in gold on the 
blue front. You'll love it! PLUS it will become as 
indispensible as your software 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


is 12 issues sent to your home AND a free 
ACE Personal Organiser for £17.95 


Simply find the nearest sandpit, dig a hole and 
put your head in it. 


Simply fill in the Subscription Form below and send 
itto us. 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

YES, | would ike to take out а 12-issue subscription to ACE magazine at an all-inclusive 
price of £17,95. At the same time, | would like to receive my free ACE Personal Organis- 
er which | would like rushed fo my home address below. 


NAME. 


























MAIL ORDER 





VIRUS ST ADVENTURE 
depen 


бреста йни 1295 1085 АС16250 


STARGLIDER II 
папы 

Mult-dimensional - graphics fantastic 927 
rated combination o exploration and biasing 
sot across several planots 











ain RR ACE pice Order code 
A ST ив зв ЮТ 
ма, ию эв CUM 
WHIRLYGIG 

Firebird 

3D ight source graphics and super gameplay 
таке this one ol he besi new games in ages 
nin РАР ACE pce Order code 
Ашт 1996 1595 ACHT 
Ania. 1895 в сыш 
STARRAY 

Logotron 


The ultimate horizontal scroling shoot-em-up 
currently winning ай he laudis (whatever 


they are 
rion PRP ACE price Order code 
Жи. 99 Бю ACITST 
Ama ив qus АТАШ 
Cs WE "ma ТШ 
Bx. ив зв Ктк 
ELITE 

Firebird 


The allima classic space trading and combat 
game which has become а way of Ме for many 


rion RP ACE ice Order cade 
Bu PC. 2495 1895 ACIOSPC 
an ST 2495 1995 ACIONST 














TARGET 

RENEGADE 

Imagine 

Volent clon uo lo he volent conta game 
Yr RW ACE pice Order code 
Specrum cass. 625 АСС 
Spec ask. 1195 ACH2SD 
(CBM 64 cass. 895 6% ACC 
свива 1295 1085 ACHOCD 
Алуа css 895 6% ACC 
‘Amsted Gok 495 1196 ACAD 
IMPOSSIBLE 
MISSION 2 

US GoldEpyx 


Folow up 10 a stunning casse eating he evi 
Professor ana hs кооз 
PRP ACE price Order code 














CBM 64 cass. 899 7% АСС 
Сам аә M38 п ACHSCD 
Аттай cass 399 795 ACHSAC 
Anyaq dex 49) M35 ACIASAD 
‘han ST 999 1596 ACIASST 
ROAD 

BLASTERS 

US Gold 

Оса koese of Pe pulsating al acon road- 
based shoot-em-up 

ww ARP ACE pice Order code 
Speciumcass B99 6% ACITISC 
Speer бә. 1298 990 ACT73S0 
CBM 64 cass 999 795 ACC 
COMA Gok. 3499 1185 ACIDCO 
Ansradcass 9% 795 AITAC 
Атвтай deh 1499 HSS ACIT3AD 





ROLLING THUNDER 
US Gold 

Impressive conversion ol he Namco con up 
ез an undercover cop in lttm action. 





dein RAP ACE pce Order code 
Spectum cass......898 695 AC146SC 
Spec’ dek. 1299 829 AC146SD 
CBM 64 cass. 980 7% ACCC 
CBM 64 ба 198 895 AC16CD 
Amstrad cass 399 795 АСМЫС 
Amstrad dek 490 M95 АСМА 
Aiari ST 890 1895 AC146ST 
Amga 2499 1995 ACHEAM 
DARK SIDE 

Incentive 

Freescape tightened up into into a supero 
arcade game 

Version ARP ACE price Order Code 
брест cass.......995 795 ACI60SC 
Sosium + 3.1485 195 ACIGOSD 
CEM 64 cass 995 795 ACI60CC 
CBMBidek.  ..295 995 ACIGOCO 
Алетай cass 395 795 ACIEOAC 
Amstrad бек. — 9495 1198 ACIRDAD 





CALIFORNIA 
GAMES 

US Gold/Epyx. 

The best Epyx sports simulation yet And thars 
saying someting, 

Version PRP ACE price Order code 
Боксто. 89 6% ACI35S0 
Sosa o. 1290 999 ACi35SD 
CEM 64 casi 39 795 АС1350С 
CBM 64 disk 11.99 895 ACHSCD 
Amstrad cass эю 7% ACUSAC 
Amstad dek... 1499 196 ACIISAD 
‘has ST 1898 4595 ACISSST 
PLATOON 

‘Ocean 

Power acion based on he award-winning war in 
nin PRP ACE price Order code 
Specrum cass.....999 8% ACIS 
Spectrum disk. M35 11% AC1368D 
CBM 54 cass. 999 7% ACUMCC 
CBM Stick. 499 1195 ACT36CD 
Amstadcass 8% 795 ACI3AC 
Amsraidsk 3499 1188 ACID. 
‘han ST 1899 4595 АСТ 
STOS 


The Game Creator 
Mandarin 

Three disks and а 285 page manual make this 
a revolution in designing your own ST Basic 
games 

eson PRP Жр Order Cote 
Aan ST 2995 2495 АСЫ 
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17557 
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AMIGA TITLES 
In addition to those elsewhere] 
dink $ an credible addcive ounce em up. 
Mod Games е me Enys soont clasc Hardball 
isa great basobal simulation, Leaderboard he 
drive gol senulaton Interceptor а supero 


combat уыт. 
w RAP ACE pen Order code 
эт, 1885 ACISSAM 
Wd Games 1985 ACIOSAM 
Leaderboard 9 1985 ACIOTAM 
Hanbal. 1995 ACIS2AM 
Jene. 1995 ACI3AM 
таш. 9 195 ACINAM 
erai 9 1985 ACIGOAM 





ATARI ST TITLES 
In atditon to those elsewhere) 
"ort mies he cradle Oids an Dungeon Master 
both ACE RATED , Leaderboard s ha deinive go 
siaton, UMS an покае wargame, Wibal эл 
ive сорга toutce emp, Epyx on ST ar 
osdble value compilation c ree M es 





Yeon PRP ACE pie Order code 
AueFoce4 2499 14% ACHIST 
Epon ST 2609 4095 ACISAST 
CarerCommand...2499 1995 ACI93ST 
оё. 1899 1595 ACl48ST 
Dungeon ase 2499 1995  ACUSST 
за 15895  ACISST 
Waal 1895 ACIO9ST 
забот 1895 АСІ075Т 
us 1995 ACHOST 
Spaa Harir. 1995 1595 ACUSST 


IBM PC TITLE: 
(i addition to those elsewhere] 
These leading gares soul aso nz on 





Anand 


PO and other conpasbies Tomahawk is à 


sophisticated ight scat Hardball a 


gea 


basean rision Wor Class Leaderboard те 








бепне got emuaton, inter ал agertze 
UMS a wargame, Tetris an adáche рите 

те WP ACE ce Ode 
[^] 

Tonatank 1995 ACISIPC 
Сайота Games 1595 AC13PC 
Word Leader 1995 ACISIPC 
m 1905 ACISORC 
ester 1995 АСТМЕС 
ums. 1505 ACHOPC 
Tetis 1595 ACSC 
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CREDIT 








MAIL ORDER 


Your chance to buy some of the hottest titles 
around and save money! 























roots 


HOW TO ORDER 
Must make a note ol the details of the items you want, including the order code. Then fil 
these in on the free-post form printed on this page, 

Post this, together with your credit card details or cheque to the Free Post address 
listed - you need pay no postage. 

Alternatively ring 0458 74011 and ask for ACE Credit Card Orders, 
PLEASE NOTE 

1. Al hems are despatched by first class mail. 

2 We have tried to list only those versions of software which are available NOW. 

З. All prices include VAT, postage and packing. 

4 You will normally receive software within 7 days of ordering. Please allow 2-3 weeks 
in case of temporary shortages. 


SUBSCRIPTION 


If you want an even more fantastic deal, turn back one page and 
have a look at our subscription offer: À FREE ACE Personal 
Organiser when you take out a 12-issue sub. 


Incredible! 
EE ھ س‎ a SES с 


ORDER FORM 





Please rush me the following items. 


l Order code тше t ACE Price 
1 


Total Software Order ~o 


ACE Reader Oers SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS 
FREEPOST (BS4900) k here for a 12 issue subscription to ACE costing 
SOMERTON Ths entes you lo any isted US Gold game t 
Somerset TA117BR HALF PRICE. 


No stamp required it 
posted n he UK Subscribers total payable 
Channel Islands or (bax A+ £1795 

isle of Man [ 














| Phone (if poss) Computer 





Method of payment | ACCESS + VISA - C CHEQUE + P.O. 
Cred. card no. Exp.date 


Please make out cheques and postal orders to Future Publishing Lid, | 
This form is valid until December 31st 1988. 



































MAIL ORDER 


DELUXE PAINT I 
AMIGA • £59.95 (RAP £69.95) 
IBM PC * £85.95 (RAP £99.95) 


This Electronic Arts paint program for the Amiga. 
and the IBM PC is simply the most complete and 
professional program of its kind. 

Deluxe Paint I allows you to paint on a сат 
vas! that is bigger than the monitor screen ~ 1008 
by 1024 pixels, with 32 colours in low resolution 
or 16 colours in high resolution. Full percentage 
colour mix is possible, including hue, saturation 
and contrast lor each colour. Full zooming in is 
possible, with special animation effects including 
Colour Cycling which offers almost cartoon-ike 
movement qualities. There's an unlimited variety 
ol paint brushes you can use, a completo set of 
shape and line tools. and a range of special 
effects which wil let you create banners, calen- 
dars, cards, newsflashes - anything can be done 
With a splurge o style which is the result of a pro- 
gram which really lets your imagination loose. Try 
It you wont be disappointed! 


Order Code 137AM 





HOW 
TO ORDER 


Just fill in the Order Form on the 
preceeding page and send it off to 
our Freepost address OR call 
0458 74011 and ask for Credit 


Card Orders. 


HACKERS 
HANDBOOK Ш 
BY HUGO CORNWALL « £6.99 
PUBLISHED BY CENTURY 
HUTCHINSON 


There is no other book like it! The art of hacking is 
so new that there have been several misconcep: 
tions about the hows, whos and what fors. Hugo 
Сотка book clears it ай up, whilst at the same 
time providing an exacting code which would-be 
hackers would do well to use as both map and 
compass. 

Hackers Handbook Ill was a Top Ten best 
Seller when it first came out. This new edition 
goes from first comms principles to networks, 
Videotex, radion computer data - ай written in 
entertaining prose that carries you along with the 
‘enthusiasm of discovering the unknown! 


Order Code AC159HH 


THE ACE XTRA PAGE 


Your chance to buy some of the most incredible goodies at ACE prices! 


THE ACE DISK 
ORGANISER! 
JUST £7.99 


An essential purchase for anyone who wants 
to keep track of disk files, the ACE Disk 
‘Organiser is an 18x12cm six-ring binder with 
80 sheets of standard-sized organiser paper 
‘and three index sheets. The paper is divided 
into four sections of 20 sheets - blank notepa- 
per, a disk lstspace organiser, a directory or 
folder ist and a filename list. hs handy format 
means you can keep all your software details 
on paper - and transfer them from organiser to 
organiser il necessary 

Finished in splendid Royal Blue with gold. 
embossed ACE logo, the ACE Disk 
Organiser has the street date of every issue 
of ACE unti the end of 1989. And as you can 
buy any of the hundreds of types of standard 
Filotax® paper as well, we're sure you'l 
accept this is an unbeatable offer! 





| Order Code AC158FF 


THE ACE T-SHIRT! 
JUST £4.95 


Its here! The tabbo T-shirt that ACE gave the 

world! Made in sensitive and caring pastel 

Shades of blue and grey on white, you can. 

now announce your favourite magazine to the 

world and at the same time have a T-shirt that 

will lust after your body in any one ol three. 
sizes. T-ACE-ty! 





Order Codes: - 
‘AC138ME (medium) 
AC138LA (large) 
AC138XL (extra large) 
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THE ACE FIDO 
AWARDS 


Sometimes, you just can't win. Over the relatively short life of the 
software industry there have been many winners, but a good 
sprinkling of losers have punctuated the ups and downs of the 
entertainment software world. Only the winners reach 
recognition and acclaim - so it's about time the balance was 


redressed. 


In the true spirit of heroic failures, near misses and total 
foul-ups, we present a set of alternative awards for your amusement. 


Barkie the dog says “ruff”... 


GAMES THAT 
CLOSED A 
COMPANY 


Hot contenders on this front 
include megagames Bander: 
snatch and Psyclapse trom 
the original Imagine (but fre extinguisher fights in 
the office, a company-wide penchant for fast vehi- 
дев and the basic problem of selling more games 
than there were computers to play them on were 
‘ther contributory factors). Then of course there 
was Souls of Darkon trom Taskset, the arcade 
action masters who were ‘really proud’ that they 
were doing their first adventure. Litle did they 
know, it was to be their last дате 

Hi-Fi journalist tumed software impresario 
John Peel made a fortune with Valhalla through 
his company Legend, and went on to hype The 
Great Space Race beyond the bounds of human 
endeavour, secured megabucks in advance 
orders and then went to ground soon after the 
game was released once people worked out how 
amazingly appalling it really was. A new all-time 
low for quality of packaging, instructions, artwork, 
programming and gameplay was reached with 
TGSR and even today there's rumoured to be а 
somewhat miserable cardboard box manufacturer 
in Essex with something like 100,000 empty 
TGSR boxes in his warehouse. The whereabouts 
‘of John Peel remain uncertain. 

Perhaps bravest and daftest fatal game con- 
cept was The Shadow of The Unicom - a game 
from Mikro-Gen which came with its own hard- 
Ware add-on for е Spectrum that acted as a 
сору protection dongle, dedicated joystick inter- 
lace and memory expansion. Sadly, the game 
Witten to take advantage of the extra memory 
was just a fairly run-of-the-mill effort, no diferent 
from any other mediocre Spectrum game except 
that there was much more of it, it cost twice as 
much as most other Spectrum games and was 
Unattractive to the retail trade - retailers made as 
much profit on a £7.95 game as they did on 








Shadow. Mikro-Gen faded away not long alter 
their unicorn. 

Grossest foul-up of ай ime (so far) must be 
the series of TV tie-ins produced by MacSen, а 
company partly funded by the Welsh Develop 
ment Agency. Picking on the sound idea of 
producing official versions of mega-popular TV 
games they went on to release tiles such as 
Treasure Hunt, Blockbusters, Countdown, Bulls: 
eye et al, finally expiring with Eastenders. Despite 
the poor programming, MacSen should have 
been siting on a goldmine — except they appar- 
ently negotiated generous royalties based on per- 
centages of the retail price for the game con- 
cepts, music and cover ilustrations. Royalties that 
were so generous, that MacSen could have been 
making a loss of 10% of the retail price on some 
Hes once software wholesalers had been given 
their discount margin. 


COSTLY 
GAMES THAT 
NEVER 
MADE IT 


A five - or maybe even six 
figure sum was written off 
by Rainbird Software a couple of years ago. 
when they pulled the plug on Reach For The 
Moon, a mega-project commissioned from ODE. 
In sheer financial terms, Reach For The Moon 
might well be the most expensive software abor- 
tion &о far. Elite spent а lot ot money and many 
Brogrammer-hours on a team led by Richard 
Wilcox trying to produce an 8-bit cinematic ver- 
sion of Scooby Doo in 1986 and 1987 before 
‘admitting defeat, abandoning their losses and 












SPECIAL 


handing the licence over to Gargoyle to produce a 
playable and saleable game, More recently 
Activision apparently spent another fivedigure 
sum discovering that Lock On couldn't really be 
‘effected on the C64 belore abandoning the idea, 
and Martech put their naval-strategy-game-with 
arcade-overtones project, Nimitz on what appears 
фо be permanent hold, after previewing it at the 
1987 PCW show. 
Then there was Willy Meets The 

Taxman, а Matthew Smith 
game intended 10 solve 
Mathew ‘Jet Sel Willy’ 
Smith's tax problems which 
never materialised, and ol 
‘course Ейе 8-bit comput 

er version of the penciiand 
paper classic, Battleships. 
Originally intended (and 
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SPECIAL 


advertised) as a full-price, mainstream release, 
Battleships saw the light of day as a freebie mag 
azine covermount and popped onto an Elite com 
pilation the other Christmas, but never came out 
of the closet on its own account. 


Yeso 
dos FS) 


WHITE ELEPHANT 
OF ALL TIME AWARD 
Rainbird, for Reach For 
The Moon, a real Apollo 
13 of a game. 






A’ COMIN’ 


The dark days of Ocean were 


lishers — nearly a year's worth 
of colour pages heralded the 
ARÁ conirualy delayed arval of 
Street Hawk and Knight Rider. Mutiple re-writes 
(which lead to one early version supplied via a 
malrorder catalogue) followed multiple re-writes 
until Ocean could finally delay no longer and 
released a pair of games that achieved the most 
disparate rato between advertising spend and 
game quality ever seen betore or since. Ocean 
learnt several lessons during this period accord 
ing to Gary Bracey, Ocean's Software Manager, 
and has done things very iferenty ever since 

Amongst other slowcoaches there was Star 
Trek, acquired by Telecomsolt, announced in 
1986, and previewed at the PCW Show of that 
year on a Starship Enterprise stand with gor 
geous pouting nymphettes and not a moving 
screen insight. Originally planned for a Christmas 
release on nearly ай formats, al that ever arrived 
was the ST version, earlier this year, by which 
time early versions and demos of the game had 
been broadcast widely on the pirate circuit 





BROKEN 
TRANSPORTER 
AWARD 

Star Trek 
















Given the size and profile of the Eastenders audi- | 
ence... but we've already covered that one. 

Stil on the Beeb front, there was Dr Who, 
produced by ВВС software specialists Micropow. 
er as their first major foray away from the BBC 
computer. The Micropowers that were, believed 
their Spectrum, Commodore and CPC program 
mers and booked the adverts. A clear six months 
aher the five-figure adspend had run its course, 
the C64 and CPC versions of the game eked their 
way out. All Micropower needed was a Tardis, 
and things could have turned out fine and dandy. 

Friday The 13th had al the ingredients for a 
rip-roaring licenced game — blood, gore, frantic 
action, tension and a hit series of movies, albeit 
with 18 certfication. Unfortunately, Domark 
their naive period), hired a team of educational 
programmers to do the deed. and no amount of 
in-pack blood capsules and gory artwork could 
make up for the axe-wielding stickman on screen 
supposed to be Jason, I this was state of the art 
the art was Primary School. 

Sharing the 1986 PCW Show with Star Trek 
was another fledgeling turkey, this time one that 
was tied in to а mega-successtul TV series and 
promoted by a leading software house as one of 
its great upcoming games. The company? Mel. 
boume House. The product? Inspector Gadget. 
Despite the attributes of the central licenced char. 
acter, the programmers and game designers 
proved clueless, and this planned full-price 
release slithered out quietly. after some delay, as 
a budget release from Mastertronic. 

Honourable mention for accruing penalty 
points on a licence must go to Argus Press Soft 
ware for Max Headroom — the game came rather 
late, and had Ие to do with the cult figure that 
fronted the TV series or featured in the movie. 
Powerful marketing and PR saved the day, how. 
‘ever, with sycophantic magazine editors queuing 
up to put Max on their front covers. 

But for overall dis-service to licences, Piran- 
ha must take the biscuit, Snapping up a host of 
valuable licences to IPC comic characters, includ 























ing Roy of the Rovers and a clutch of 2000AD 
characters (collected for a mere £1,000 apiece, 
so the rumour has it), Piranha spent a lot of time 
and money developing games before parent com- 
pany Macmillan pulled the plug out of the aquari- 
um asphyxiating Piranha and leaving the licences 
high and dry. So far, Gremlin have picked up Roy, 
but as for the rest 


GREEDIEST 
SPOILSPORTS 
The ravenous Piranha 


PRE-RELEASE 
NERVES 


!n their formative years, 
Domark underwent "an expen: 
sive learning process" accord. 

У ing to Dominic Wheatley, Atter 

grabbing a James Bond licence for their second 

game, the Domarks were apparently told by game 
designer David Bishop that the View To A Kil 
game design would fit on the Spectrum ‘no prob 
lem’. Two weeks before the launch, the Spectrum 

Tan out of memory and gameplay ‘had to be 

lopped out, leading to a very different game to 

the ones released for other machines, And last 
minute igation turned Spitting Images into Split 

Personalities. 

Activision had a few problems with their 
mega-hit Ghostbusters on the Spectrum = in the 
rush to gel the game into the shops in time for 
Christmas. they forgot to check whether it worked 
with a Kempston Interface. The Kempston joy 
stick interface was, and stil is, the most popular 
Joystick add-on in the land of Spectrum game. 
playing, so you would have thought 

Think again. The first version of Spectrum 
Ghostbusters loaded fine with a Kempston inter- 
face attached to the computer, but select the 
appropriate joystick option and the ghost in the 
machine caused a crash. And who wants a 
crash? Thousands of games had to be replaced. 

US Gold's 1986 World Cup Carnival disap- 
pointment saw lots of football fans paying for and 
playing a game they already had. Much dis 
grundement. The official version of the fiasco 
involves US Gold being let down at the last 





FEEL THE PERIPHERAL 


‘Only two worthy contenders in this field — a driving 


POTTIEST 
PERIPHERAL. 
New Concepts" six-inch 








NEVER MIND THE GAMEPL 


placcy steering wheel with their Formula racing game for the Spectrum and you looked а real 
James Hunt rolling it left and right across the lop row of keys. Not surprisingly, the game never raal- 
ly caught on, later reappearing in a very similar incarnation on the Mastertronic label. 

‘Overall winner has to be Surfchamp, from New Concepts — another company partly funded by а 
Development Agency, this time the Irish one. Available initially only for the rubber-keyed Speccy, 
you needed to stick а lite plastic fulcrum over the central key on the keyboard, balance а litle plas- 
tic surf board on it and actually ride the waves with your fingertips. Grotty graphics, unpolished 
‘gameplay, and awful advertising artwork didn't help the product sell at £12.00-odd. After a short 
while, New Concepts apperently withdrew from the games market. 





sim and a surfing sim. Spirit Software sold a 








moment by a team of programmers, and being 
lorced to cast around for a passable football 
game that could quickly be enhanced and includ: 
ed with the posters and other goodies in the 
World Cup Carnival package. Step forward Artic, 
with ап ancient soccer game. Hander than 
Maradona, that US Gold crew, many people said 
at the time, 


attracted the lowest ACE rating so tar. 

But for real crap verging on the Kitsch, Fire- 
bird's compilation entiied Dont Buy This deans 
up їп this category, Released as a deliberate 
laugh in the early days of Firebird, when all they 
published was budget software, this was a collec: 
Боп of "Sunday Sport’ games — games that were 
зо bad, they were almost good. There was a dog, 
that had to duck flying obstacles, and to duck it 


MOST ARTFUL SAVE | had to stand up because it was tallest when й sat 


SPECIAL 


ten by Tony Rainbird (the man who went on to set 
up Rainbird software for Telecomsott), where the 
controls reversed as you went round a bend on 
the track. A delicious set of awful games, sold 
under an honest tile for a fair price. 


DON'T BUY THIS 
AWARD: 

Dont Buy This from 
Firebird 









OF THE SEASON 
) AWARD 
US Gold, who sold loads 
of copies of their last- 
‘minute solution to a painful problem, even 
though many customers were left sick as par. | 
rots. 


GAMES WITH 
SOMETHING 
MISSING 


Ignoring the claims to infamy 
ol a host of arcade conver: | 
sions and a small army of 

mediocre releases that could well have been so 

much better `! onl... a few releases make the 
shorts 

When the company stil had ай the software 
inexperience suggested by its name, Virgin 
released а cricket game that was nat only tedious 
but basically incompetent. BASICally incompe 
lent, indeed — much of the user interface involved 
hacking into the BASIC and changing the con- | 
tents of variables, but at least the game conve 
nenly crashed into BASIC to make the players 

Me easier 

More recently, and during the Ме of ACE, we 
have been treated to Eco - a wondertuly pretty 
game from the Dentons, published by Ocean, but 

а дате that cunningly avoids gameplay. It isn't a 

dificult game to play. In fact there's no point in 

playing it = if you realised what the aim of the 
game was when you started, it would probably 
oniy take about hafan-hour to complete, but as 
you dont get tipped off when you start, it takes 
about 4 hours to realise that YES, that's ай there 
istoi 

And of course there's Kwasimodo кот | 
Roblek for the Amiga, the game which has | 





ing. Or were they? 


As many readers discovered to their amazement, all the files needed for the full implementation of 
Volkswriter were on the freebie disk - all you needed to do was examine the disk with a disk doctor utility 
and ‘undelete’ them. Silly boys had merely taken a standard Volkswriter disk, hidden the missing files by 
hanging their attributes under MSDos, and sent the disk off to be duplicated... 

And on that note, viewers, it’s time to hand over to the commercial break. 





down. Then there was the go-kart simulation, writ- 





GREAT MARKETING DISASTERS 
Imagine, first time around. 

Apart from that, well-intentioned budget house Codemasters wrote a special game for the 
Race Against Time appeal, got lots of coverage including TV airtime for the project, released the 


was the boardgame. Few people managed Io play the original, let alone the computer game: the 
problem was so acute that Virgin Books even published a "how to" book on Eye, but it was too late 
to save the game... 

‘And when it came to presenting the image of his company, System 3, at Ihe PCW Show some 

















































































And finally (adopts a Dennis Norden voice), it's not just the world of entertainment software 
that suffers from those embarrassing little bloopers, those little snippets of life that everyone con- 
cerned wishes could be edited out. Certainly not. 

The ‘suits’ over in the world of spreadsheet-serious software also have those little moments they'd 
rather forget. Like the marketing people who put a free demo disk of Volkswriter, a wordprocessor, in no 
less than 80,000 copies of a magazine, inviting readers to get hands-on experience before they bought the 
{ull version. The demo version was ‘crippled’ - you couldn't print out, and a few other vital bits were miss- 





















































Cinemaware presents Rocket Ranger” 
“xecutive Producers Phyllis & Robert Jacob • тн] by John Cutter * Directed by Kellyn Beck 
 Tputography by Peter Kaminski and Tom McWilliams 
"irection by Rob Landeros • Original Score Composed by Bob Lindstrom 


With the zapping of ray guns and the cries of Zombie Women Rocket Ranger 
brings back all the action, romance, thrills and spills of 
the Saturday morning serial! Yes Rocket Ranger has arrived at last. 


Now available for the Amiga £24.99 and C64 (Disk) £14.99 
"Coming soon for the IBM and Atari ST." 










































In comes a new Editor, and out go some of the old ways. Prize-hunters scanning the letters 
pages this month to see if they have collected some free software will look in vain. Playing the 
role of Ace Axe Man, Graeme Kidd sorts through the postbag and decides not to award any 
prizes. 

Until next month, that is. Starting with the January Issue, the monthly Top Letter 
earns its sender £100 worth of software, and the winner gets to choose the games he or she 
wants. A couple of £50 software spot prizes are also likely to be on offer - so get writing. 

Trouble is, you'll have to come up with a totally original opinion to collect a prize, 
because the Editor is going to be taking personal charge of these pages, so he says, and 
letters on hackneyed old topics like the price of software or piracy simply won't get past his 
red pencil. 

Rack the old brain cells, forget any 'my machine is bigger than your machine" 
thoughts you may have, and get writing. Remember, the Editor reserves the right not to award 
prizes. If inspiration is your problem, take a look through the features in the last few issues of 
ACE but whatever you do, make sure that your missives start some new debates rolling if you 
want to make sure the new Editor coughs up... 

Write to 
ACE LETTERS, THE EDITOR, 4 QUEEN STREET, BATH, BA1 1EJ 





[EEUU AAAO-OOuH—l 
CUSTOMER 


REBELSTAR ROUND-UP When I went to the PC Show on the 

Salleday. | went wih Ihe impression 
of purchasing some really new 
software, But there were only а 
couple of games actually available 
for sale. | went up to Hewson, and 
asked it I could buy Nebulus and 
the man tod me that it wasnt 
released unti the folowing Friday. 
Afterburner and R-Type, two more 
games which | was desperate for 
also wouldnt be released for ages, | 
learnt. looked as it all the Rainbird 
games were finished, but hey 
werent for sale. 


Mr lain Garner is not alone! 

For years a group of friends and | have been fans of Rebelstar 
Raiders. We waited for the promised scenario expansions от Red Shift 
and none appeared, and then Red Shift went bust! Indeed so keen was that | 
immediately broke into the game on the Spectrum (naughty but easy) and 
began to produce my own scenarios. | have since taken this further and 
written a utility lo produce Rebelstar Raiders scenarios on the Spectrum. 

| have since ‘upgraded’ to the ST and | am very disappointed 
by the standard of the games available (just count the number of vertical 
scrolling shoot-em-ups!!) 

| would be gratelul it you could pass my address on to Mr Gamer so that 
he may benefit from my extension to what I, too, regard as a classic strategy 








pag ise explain why! 
Mark Holroyd * com you please explain why! 
Birmingham d угат 


Doncaster 





| read in your magazine that Laser Squad by Target Games was to be 
released on the ST. So being very excited, | wrote to them and asked if it 
was true. Yes, they said, in March next year! 

How long does it take to convert a game? 

l am now thinking of buying a Spectrum so | can play Laser Squad... or 
going into a deep state of depression, 


The Show does seem to be 
moving more towards a showcase. 
for ай the exciting new games due. 
for release in the months running 
up to Christmas, and less of a 








‘marketplace for avid games. 
pest Brenton buyers. Maybe you missed the 

zl queues around the Elte stand 
Good news all round on the Rebelstar front — a quick chat with Firebirds Wer Отана sint on Bis d? 

ger Tesóent аваат addict d, eleits theinfrmaton that Hebelstar рош) | “maybe hat particular game just 
be available for £1.99 on the Spectrum and C64 by the time you read this. west са poar shopping c Esher 

Julian Goll, Rebelstar creator, explains that the sequel uses | way the smaller shows dedicated 

the same game system but is played over an alien landscape featuring a to single machines or hardware 
wie variety of terrain, including rivers and vegetation. The objective, to froma single manufacturer tend to 
damage aliens or steal their eggs, is based on the victory point system. | be the better option for bargain 


He went on to explain that Rebelstar Il was written long betore | 
Laser Squad, so for the ultimate upgrade, go for Laser Squad. The бойор 
brothers hadn't originally intended to publish 16-bit versions of Laser 
‘Squad, but then someone approached them and offered to do the 


hunters and folks keen to get the 
latest releases — the PC Show is 
more of an event than a software 


conversion, tt ай took a litle while to set up and get going, but the ST | w—— GK 
version wil boast re-designed scenarias. "We decided to market a game. 
worthy of the ST rather than do a straight conversion from an 8-bit game" NO RELATION? 


was the line from the Gollops. So there you have it. GK | I wish to bring to the attention of 





LETTERS 





























LETTERS 


yourself and your readers, a name: 
сик 

Clik, Amiga specialists, recently 
supplied me, with the utmost of 
despatch, disks for two recently 
released games, at very competitive 
prices. 

Its not dificult to imagine my 
horror and frustration when the 
games failed to load and, ultimately, 
| was forced to return them. 

Equally, its not dificult to 
imagine my surprise at having Mr 
Simon Halley phone me from Cik to 
explain that we had contracted a 
virus, previously unknown to him 
He then went on to explain that he 
Would send us, at no exta charge. 
two more copies of the games plus 
two viusiler disks. 

lam not particularly familiar 
with computer software companies 
maybe such events are common, 
But be this so or nol, fee that Cik 
and Mr Halley deserve the highest. 
praise for action which | consider to 
be above and beyond the сай o! 
commercial duty. Please, please 
pass on this story to your readers 
Tom Jenkins 
Gwynedd 


I just goes to show that some 
mail-order companies are 
trustworthy and helpful. So there's 
your free plug for CIK Tom. GK 








Flight 
Simulator 
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1 walked into my newsagent and 
dashed outside again, | went and 
bought a pair of sunglasses and 
then re-entered the newsagent 
With the sunglasses on | managed 
to look at ће cover of your October 
‘88 issue, without burning my 
eyeballs out! 

This was the first issue of ACE 
Ive ever bought, so | flicked through 
it wondering if my £1.50 had been 
well spent, or whether it was 
another waste. Well, ACE itself is a 
good magazine, clearly set out and 
with generous ratings, so that's it 





inti? 

Not quite. | wanted to read a 
few Atari B-bit reviews There are 
plenty ot them around and at least 
two games a month could surely be 
reviewed? Atari User manages 
plenty, so there are a lot stil being 
released. The Atari B-bit is having а 


+ bad time at the moment, so help it 


out! 

Then you weren't very nice 
about the Oric Atmos on page 35. 
Its a great micro — Ive got one and 
so have thousands of others, and 
there's stil plenty of software. 
coming out fori. Seeing the photo | 
take it you actually have an Atmos, 
so if you dont want it | could give it 
а good home! 

Your competitions are good too, 
but don't understand the Ace Card 
way of doing competitions, so 
please enlighten me. 

So overall, remember the 
minority micros (including MSX and 
BBC) and keep having interesting 
features and keep blinding people 
with dazzling colours on your front 
cover. 

‘The Monster 
Birmingham 


Well, we do сай the magazine 
АСЕ, which stands for Advanced 
Computer Entertainment. Which 
means that reviews of Atmos 


£34.95 (Commodore 64/128 £24.95) 


speed! 


FLIGHT SIMULATOR 








software have no place in our 
pages. Its not hat weve got 
anything against the Atmos or 
even Atari 8-bit machines, its just 
that we feel we need to 
concentrate on the mainstream 
machines. 

As to the ACE card, take a 
look at he ACE Card page (page 
15 this month) and all wil be 
revealed. уои need to write in if 
you are a new reader in need of a 
card, Gk 


ATARI RUMINATIONS 
| read virtually ай the computer 
magazines available, and have 
noticed that several have mentioned 
that Atari are intending to release а 
new 'Super ST early next year. This 
wonderful new machine wil, it 
seems, have 4096 colours and 
stereo sound. Well, surprise 
surprise, Atari are releasing what is 
virtual an Amiga clone! Does this 
mean that they finally accept that 
the standard ST is inferior to the 
Amiga, and a Super model is 
required to try and equal (or 
presumably surpass) Commodore's 
finest? Doing this is really a waste 
ol tme for Atari, because the new 
ST is sure to be compatible with al 
ST's - lets face it, the market wil 
be too small to justly Super-ST-only 


games. 


The award-winning premier jet fighter simulator. Strikingly beautiful carrier- 
based sea missions complement multiple land-based combat scenarios. Jet 
also lets you explore the world of SubLOGIC Scenery Disks at lightning 


Nearly 1.5 million copies of this classic, premium flight simulation program 
have been sold to date. Compatible with SubLOGIC Scenery Disks. 


SubLOGIC is a small company dedicated to producing the finest in flight 
simulation software. Look for our “Flight Notes” advertisements, coming soon, 
for in-depth descriptions of current SubLOGIC software products and projects. 


SUDLOGIC 
35 Piccadilly 

Suite 101-110 

London WIV 9PB 
Telephone: 01-439 8985 








It you doubt this, then please 
lake note of the way in which they 
(software companies) can't even 
write software that takes advantage 
of the Amiga's extra features, 
preferring to port them directly from 
the ST. The only people at Atari 
who've got their act together is the 
marketing department. | would love 
to read a reply directly from 
‘someone at Atari, to see if they 
‘could possibly justify the way in 
which they continually upgrade their 
machines, leaving the earlier buyers 
in the cold. 

Sputnik 








Hmm. When quizzed, an Atari 
spokesman refused to confirm or 
deny the existence of a new Super 
57, but went on to say that ‘Atari is 
always seeking to upgrade the 
quality of their product. Would you 
have it any other way, Sputnik? GK 


MIND-CROSSING 

| have been playing Carrier 
Command on my Amiga and have 
been amazed with the smooth 
graphics and the equally good 
sound, but one thing crossed my 
mind. With ай this talk about 
multiple.player games over the 
telephone or using leads as in MIDI 
Maze, | wondered why the writers 
didnt incorporate this into the game 
as itis the obvious thing to do. Then 
such things as championships for 
the game could be set up. With less 
islands of course. Also you could 
have two people per carrier, so you 
could have more complex attacks. 
Matthew Randall 

Hounslow 





Its chickens and eggs, really. 
While your idea sounds tun, fs 
unlkely that Realtime or Ranbid 
would have found it commercially 
worthwhile to implement the 
concept. When Telecom cuts the 
price of phone calls and modems 
become as cheap as pocket 
calculators, then multiplayer 
phone games could come into their 
own. Maybe Rainbird are in an 
ideal position to exert a itle 
pressure. вк 


















TRY BEFORE YOU BUY 
Instead of your readers moaning 
about the price of software or the 
problems of piracy, or low class 
programs, why don't they join а hire 
‘company, and hire for a few pounds 
“the programs they are thinking 
about buying? Then if the program 
turns out to be rubbish or so easy 
thatit is completed within a day. 
then only a few pounds are lost. It 
the program is good then it can be 
“bought. This will encourage 
software houses to make quality 





software. Also й wil ensure value 
for money in what is bought. 
Although for computers such as my 
Amiga A500, the libraries are stil in 
their early stages, software libraries 
for computers such as the Spectrum 
are vast. people can resist buying 
the game with the most advertising, 
and wait to test itin the comfort of 
their own home, then quite a few 
problems could be solved. 

Stuart Parker 

Weybridge 


Given the lack of opportunity to 
actually play games in computer 
shops before you buy them, 
libraries could serve a useful 
purpose. Paying a fee Io roadtest 
software sounds fine and dandy in 
principle, but the reality is that 
while libraries work fairy equably 
for books, software libraries lead to 
extra piracy. What's more, software 
houses usually sell their software 
оп condition that it is not hired out, 
зо software librarians are 
effectively breaking the law. 

And you wouldnt want to 
encourage people to be 
accessories aher the fact, now 
would you...? вк 


POWER XTREME 

Iam the owner of a CBM64, | have 
one of the old black power packs, 
and after about 30 minutes the 
power pack becomes very warm 
and the computer crashes when | 
am playing a game. | then have to 
wait about half an hour for it to cool 
down. I | try to switch on too early, 
the screen stays blank and the rod 
light on the keyboard stays very 
dim. Can you help? 

Justin Neal 

Eastbourne 


Without wishing to state the 
obvious, Justin, з time you got a 
new power pack. Your current one 
appears to be broken and could be 
downright dangerous. Check out 

the Pink Pages, and you should. 

find a good deal вк 


LOUD AND CLEAR 
| think Гуе finally worked out the 
quiet and noisy disk drive problem 
on the Amiga. 

Just under the Amiga logo, you 
have a Commodore logo. All ol the. 
machines, with a brown badge 
enclosing a C, will have a quiet disk 
drive and their keys, mouse keys 
and disk eject button, wil ай be 
different from the one without the 
brown badge. 

This only applies to Amiga. 
5005. 

Kullinder Oulai 
Basingstoke 








l own an Atari ST and fm quite proud of it itis a good allrounder and very 
reasonable in price ($700AUS). But | see no point in going out and harassing 
an Amiga owner. The recent bombardment o criticisms, in my view, is just 
senseless stupidity. Just because some other people's tastes do not 
measure up to their standard, some people start to get abusive. In almost 
every issue there is some half-wit who thinks it is clever to criticise a 
particular machine. The Speccy seems to be the usual punching bag for 
these 'experts and while | am not familiar with the Spectrum, it seems to be 
а competent enough unit, despite its age. Just remember, ће Spectrum was 
all the go before these bigger computers. 

| also think the critics are forgetting the fundamentals of owning а 
computer - after all, isnt a computer for enjoyment? | say to you ‘experts, 
forget the petty squabbling, grow up and Keep your traps shut otherwise you 
wil ай ook ike 'Pommie Whingers 
Grant Rowe 
New South Wales, Australia 


Exactly Gk 


SIMPLE AUSTRALIAN 

Recently here in Queensland (I'm not sure about the rest of Australia) 
legislation has taken place to legalis the taping of music cassettes and 
‘records as long as the copies are not sold to anyone. However, the вате 
legislation has placed a sales tax on blank cassettes. This extra levy is paid 
to the record companies. 

"tis my belief that such a law within the software industry imposed 
internationally would reduce losses by software houses by software houses 
‘due to piracy, As the companies receive more revenue from blank disks, they 
will be able to reduce the price of software, thus attracting more people to 
buy software. Wouldnt й be great to see games for less than the price of a 
blank disk? This could be achieved by providing software companies with 
‘cheaper disks than the retail market 
‘Alex Borodin 
Queensland, Australia 








‘Sounds simple, but you haven’ thought things through. What about the 
‘people who buy blank disks to store data — do they have to pay the levy? 
And just who is going to supply software companies with cheaper disks than 
the retail market? 

Piracy is always going to put the price of software up, no matter how to 
tty to avoid it I software houses make fewer sales as a result of 
unauthorised copying, then they are going to have to cover their costs and 
‘make a profit on fewer actual sales, which means higher prices in the 
shops. Unless, of course, all software is sold mail-order, direct from the 
software houses but then you wouldn't have all the convenience of popping 
down to your local software supplier to choose a game. GK 


PC PRAISE 

| have an IBM and would ike to say it is about time the IBM got some 
recognition by a British gaming magazine. It isn't just a machine for 
‘Accountants and Businesses... EGA really does something for games, but 
admittedly, CGA suxs! 

There are really heaps of games that use EGA now, like Pirates, 
Rampage. Reach for the Stars, Flight Simulator lll, to name but a few. 
‘Some of them even support VGA (even betta) 

‘And what about some more IBM games reviewed please (with pictures 
but only if they are EGA - can" let all these Amiga owners be the only ones 
with big heads). 

James Fisk 
South Australia 


‘Strange you should say that. In this very issue Andy Wilton examines the PC's 
polental as an entertainment machine, and we review a host of PC games. GK 
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LETTERS 


MACHINE-IST CRAP. 

(One interesting Ийе thing that has 
popped up recently is the 
controversy between Spectrum/64 
and Amiga/ST owners. People with 
16-biters drag on an on about how 
rubbish and outdated 8-bit 
machines are. Then they slag off 
their own machines! Can’ they be 
contented with what they have: 
Heck, Гт chuffed enough (when it 
works) with my (un) trusty 64. | 
mean, my fiend, Steve Fearns (he 
always did want to be famous) right, 
he sold his 64 to me, with the 
intention of buying an Amiga, then 
after some other kid with an ST 
started saying how crap the Amiga 
is, how wonderful the ST is and that 
anybody who hasn't got an ST is a 
total wally, my friend ended up. 
buying another 64! 

‘Another part of the argument 
which | know 16-bitters don’ agree 
with is this: 8-bit games are just as 
playable as 16-bit games. In tact in 
some cases, a lot more playable. 
Take Wizball, for instance. Just 
because 16-bit games can boast 
better graphics and sound than the 
64 or Spectrum, they reckon the B 
bit market is dead. 

As a potential buyer of a Sega. 
system, [d like to ask you a few 
‘questions concerning Sega 
software, Being a budding pixel 
artist, having discovered the 
excellent NEOS mouse and Cheese 
on the Commodore, | was 
wondering i there are any or ever 
will be any art packages for the 
Sega? If there are, can a mouse be 
used? In my mind the Sega System 
offers incredible value for money 
but Id like to ask whether i's worth 
selling my 64 for a Sega, as | only 
play games and draw pics. 

Robert Stephens 
Sidmouth 


Sensible opinions on the &-bit/16- 
bit debate at last! 

As for the Sega, the helpful 
Lesley of Virgin Mastertronic (the 
people who sell the system in the 
UK) says there are no plans for 
graphics software. So the simple 
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answer seems to be buy a Sega 
and hang on to your C64.. GK 
PROUD OWNER 


lam the proud owner ot an Atari 
520STFM and was wondering i you 
could plug the computer into an 
amplifier from a HiFi system. Can 
you help me? 

Wayne Harris 

Oxford 


Yup. To do the job propery, you 
need to get a plug to ft the monitor 
socket on the back of your 
machine. (Refer to your manual ) 
Pins 1 and 13 should give your the 
right sort of signal to drive an. 
amplifier, so get some speaker 
cable and solder it onto the 
appropriate pins in your new plug. 
It might be wise to get someone 
with electronics knowledge to 
check your work and make sure 
that the signal won't do any harm 
to your amplifier before connecting 
the other end of the cable to a 
phono jack and plugging it into a 
line in socket on the amp. Make 
sure your ST and amp are 
‘switched off before plugging in 
and if something odd happens 
when you power up, switch 
everything off again, double quick. 
We can't take any 
responsibilty for things that may 
go wrong ñ you attempt this litte. 
project - and remember, you might 
invalidate the guarantee on your 
equipment. вк 


GHOST IN THE MACHINE? 
Тат the owner of a Commodore 64 
and | have a small problem. 
Occasionally, | switth on my 
‘computer and as the display comes 
up | get a lot of interference, 
sometime noise, sometimes 
printouts. A lot of the time | get the. 
@ sign al over the screen. The 
problem is, how do | get rid ol it? 
And why does it happen? 
SN Cours 
Birmingham 


Your 64 isn't very well. Wrap it up 
nice and cosy and send it off to a 
C64 hospital, detailing the 

problem. (This service is not 
available on the National Health 
so youll have to go private.) 

After a short wait, your 
computer should come winging 
back fo you, good as new. A faulty 
Kemal or poorly BASIC ROM could 
be the problem. A firm such as 
Video Vault wil effect the repair for 
about £35, but it just might be 


== | — — worth seeing it the same thing 


happens when you use another 
C64 power pack — borrow а 
friend's or see if your friendly local 
shop can help. GK 









THE FOLLOW UP TO FOOTBALL DIRECTOR, 


WARNING 
OR THE 
А тә 

PC. AMSTR 


SK DISC OR TAPE 












FEATURES 


ERES, weou 


INCLUD 


TO OBTAIN А FREE CAT 
STRATEGY GAMES JUST EN 


FOOTBALL DIRECTOR(48K) ca 

WEMBLEY GREYHOUNDS œ 

INTERNATIONAL MANAGER c 

2 PLAYER SUPER LEAGUE. c 

RECORDS FILE = 

SPECTRUM 48KC3 SPECTRUM 128K a> COMMODO! 
AMSTRAD СРС 4644& AMSTRAD CPC 6128 Ww 


PLAYING TIPS FOR ALL OUR GAMES £1.00 
Cheque/P.O. made out to D & H Games plus a large S.A.E. with 2 
attached. Please state clearly which game or games you req 
which computer. Also write your name & address on the 
any cheques. Overseas orders please include £1.50 Postage & P 
DEPTAC, 19 Melne 
Stevenage, Herts SG 
5 ENGLAND 
GAMES 四 T (0438) 





































CYBERNOID 


Wi Is Mr Cecco's sequel proving too 
tough for you? This tip gives you infinite 
lives on the Spectrum. 


When you come to redefine the keys, select 
the keys: 


回回 回回 


Easy isn't it when you know how! 


lan and Paul Roper, Bridgewater. 


ELIMINATOR 


B John Philips’ latest ST classic is a 
tough game to crack. It's not 
so tough if you know the level 


codes though Z 


STAGE PASSWORD 





o AMOEBA 
的 BLOOOP 
о CHEEK! 
05 DOINOK 
06 ENIGMA 
07 FLIPME 
08 GEEGEE 
09 HANDEL 
10 ICICLE 

" JAMMIN 


п коб 
13 LAPDOG 
п кюю 





Press the HELP key оп the game has loaded 
{and type in the above passwords to progress to 
your chosen levels 


GENERAL TIPS 

«On some levels, ramping onto the roof and fy- 
ing upside down can actually be the best way to 
feach the end. 

2, When fring at aliens, always move left and 
I to avoid their fire. Standing in one place is 
Usual tal. 

2. Aways keep an eye on your ammo levels 
Because when you come to collect an extra 
Weapon or more ammo, you must decide which 
jou realy need 

Ñ Once the game has been completed, the rate 
E hich ammo depletes is almost double, so 
Roose your targets carefully. Try to dodge the 
toning aliens instead of shooting them, as 
DJ need to save your shots for the barriers. 











IA. White, Huddersfield. 


There's nothing wrong with a little creative assistance in playing games (cheating, to use the full technical term). Ifa 
game proves almost impossible to complete, scan these pages for a little help, advice and general cheatery-pokery to 
help you on the way. And if you've mastered the gameplay on a particular release, or know a sneaky sequence of Keypresses 
that make the joystick-weilder's life easier, pass your inside knowledge on. Maps and POKES are welcome in this section, too - 
remember, we're offering six of the best to the top tipster. Six of the best releases for his or her machine, that is. 











TRICKS 'N' TACTICS 


E For infinte energy on the C64 version 
just type in this listing and RUN it 


10 PRINT CHRS (147):REM MORPHEUS CHEAT 

15 FOR A=1024 TO 1089: READ B:POKE 

ABC-C+B.NEXT 

20 IF C<>6164 THEN PRINT CHR$ (147); "DATA 

ERROR, CHECK AND CORRECTP'END 

| 25 PRINT CHRS (17); CHR$ (17) INSERT МОВ. 
PHEUS ТАРЕ" 

30 POKE 157,128 

35SYS 1024 

40 DATA 32,86,245,169,32,141 

45 DATA 117,3,169,21,141,118.3,169,4 

50 DATA 141,119,3,76,167,2,169,35,141 

55 DATA 1438,169,4,141,144,8 

| 60 DATA 173, 8,169,48,141,91,8 

65 DATA 169,4,141,92,8,76,16,8,169,0 

70 DATA 141,48,15,169,173,141,122,66,169 

ВО DATA 28,141,219,70,76,16.8 


= R.Thompson, Oswestry 


1а The Psyclapse game may be proving 
tough, this Amiga cheat gives you all 
the weapons and infinite energy, 


Ali you have to do is type in the following once the 
level has started: XRSITURBONUTTERBASTARD 
Now, press keys 1-6 on the keypad forthe lev 
els. Press HELP key to replenish weapons. Pres 
RETURN key to go to the end ol level guardan. 











|, Liverpool. 
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TRICKS 'N' TACTICS 
STARGLIDER инацаю 
m Rainbird's high flyer may have some CALL IN G ALL m Want to get to the Perfectspaces 
of you ST and Amiga owners confused. TIPSTE RS 1 quickly on the ST? Read on. 
but never fear - TNT's here. ' 
SECTOR RESOURCES SEOTOR RESOURCES 
° = 499 FM 
To build the neutron bomb you wil have to find 
rine things and take them to Trem. He is found in pon жай pri 1 кмс 500 
the tunnel network on Apogee. The closest literally hundreds of pounds 2 501 FC 
entrance to the star is right behind you. The nine worth of software. How can you | м 502 м 
things ала how to get them, are as follows: grab a slice of that action? It's ç r P Ë 
easy really, just get your thinking Ш = S 
CRATE OF CASTROBARS. First де! a pet- сар on and come up with some | MIRE =. ك‎ n 
fied tree from Enos and take it Io the depot on L е 
Castron. You will automaticaly get the Castrobars. maps,tips and pokes for some о! 14 ~- 507 F 
the latest games. Don't bother 28 м әв м 
VISTAN WINE. Nip over to Vista — the wine is sending in tricks and tactics for - Eid 108 M 
scattered all over the surface games that are years old - every- | F mo 
FLAT DIAMOND. Оп Vista, have а good look body knows those tips already, 3 F в М 
round. Somewhere youll find a hole in the ground get to work on the games that 9 F 8129 F 
spitting out flat diamonds. Tractor one of them. have been reviewed in the last 2 F 751 FMC 
couple of issues of ACE. You " m m ом 
CLUSTER OF NODULES. These can be KNOW it makes sense. Send Ж, ud 
{ound on the surface of Dante. rT G tbe " g 78 
ASTEROID. Pick up one of these in ће aster: following address: 45 Р 25 м 
oid bolt between Milway and Apogee. | 496 MC 53 F 
TRICKS 'N' TACTICS 47 F ы 
EGRON MINI-ROCKET. This is found on ACE MAGAZINE 496 162 
Aidos. It takes a bit of a search, but tis definately 4 QUEEN ST MÀ 


there BATH 


in consecutive steps (162,163,164...) Fuel dumps 
BA1 1EJ : 


осол every other space. Missile dumps occur 
every third and Сһай dumps every fith space. 
From Eigensapce 181 the route continues. 


NUCLEAR FUEL. This can be found lying 
about on Aldos. 





ROCK This is lying on O-Bela. 


VINDICATOR 32761 FMC 524224 М 
PROFESSOR TAYMAR He is driving an == : uoe. x 
Emma 2 on Broadway. These Emma's are VERY | The codeword fro access to ће sec- | 32764 M ией 
Kee | айне сие estos 8387584 М 

Once Trem has Taymar, work on the bomb ELE. CE en 


| down so you're facing the space station and drop 
| 
| 


ENOLAGAY 


F(fuel) M(missiles) C(chati) 





п A. Flipper, Oxon. Wi Jolyon Smith, St Neots. 


Ii Charley Allen, Ipswich. 


POWERPLAY 


\ IW if you're feeling really silly, just remove 
disk b from your ST whilst playing the 
game and insert a blank disk. Now the 
same question will keep coming up! 





1а Jonathan Burton, Luton. 
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LL NN 
E One of the greatest computer games 


ever written may be causing new ST 
owners a few problems. These lips may 


M Lost in the wilderness? This 
map will show the way (all you 
have to do is survive). 













































































help you. 
TRADING. Trade in food and wines until you | | ohm Fowler, Broxbourne, 
сап afford to start trading in medical suppl 
esicomputrs and turs (medical supplies ae a | | S Shield en 
new feature, that poor agricultural worlds wil pa 
Uis юп, The quotes way fo buid чр sone | | IP Potion г je! 
money is to shuttle beween two safe planets that K Key p» 
have opposite economic structures (ie tery medi- | | Д Axe 
cal supples/computers from a rich industrial high 
tech world to a poor agricultural world, and load. @ Pitholes Dc] Ld 
up with furs forthe retur trip) © Pithole monsters 
thing youll want to buy is a large cargo bay. With harm 
one installed your profits increase that much | | <ç Slime иш =o жиш 
faster and ifs not long before you'l be able to X 
afford a docking computer. Next most essential | | I Open door 
йет isthe energy uni, followed by an ЕСМ sys- | | (Q Locked door 
tem. Fuel scoops can be handy for picking up tree 
space cargo, but remember — you run the risk of € Diamond 
picking up contraband. Retro rockets are an | 
expensive luxury. If youre in that much trouble | 
bomb, 
181 | 
Ie DOCKING. By the time youve earnt enough to 
cr buy a docking computer, youl have docked often 
ке. enough to be prolicent at it anyway, But its stil 


worth buying one, as it takes ай of the worry out 
ol docking. Note ~ if you're flying towards a sta 
tion with the docking computer on, and you've got 
some pirates or Thargoids on your tail, they сап 
stil destroy you before you dock. 


LASERS. Obviously the Miltary laser's the thing 
to have mounted on the front as soon as you can 
afford it. А mining lasers useful if you want to 
spend your time chasing bits of asteroid around 
the Cosmos, but for combat forget iL 


ENEMIES. Some are easier to kill than others, 
and it won't take long for you to recognise the 
tough ones (always |. a target before attack 
ing), Once you get a condition red on screen, 
stop and line up on the enemy. Keep firing until 
theyre either destroyed or start fring back, and 
then apply some speed and start ducking and div- 
ing until you get on their tail (always remeber to 
switch your scanner to X2 mode). Note: one of 
the easiest ways to get into Witchspace is to put 
your power up to max before entering Hyper 
space. This doesn't always work, but persevere 
and you'll soon find yourself in amonst a whole 
bunch of Thargoids. 


IKARI WARRIORS 


W Suffering on the Amiga? Help's at 
hand 





Qualify for the high score table and enter your 
гате as FREERIDE. Youll now be able to play a 
one or two player game with complete invincibility! 


Steve Sellek, Leonards-on-sea. 
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lecomsoft, First Floor, 64-76 New Oxford St, London WCIA PS. 
are trademarks of British Telecommunications PLC. 











































ITS AMAZING 
X WHAT AREAL 
A COMPUTER 
A GAME 

\ CANDO. 


spectrum cassette £899 
` Commodore 64 cassette £9.39, disc £1299 
Amstrad cassette £8.99, disc £14.99 


{т=п 


A LEGEND IN GAMES SOFTWARE 

































BUBBLE BOBBLE 


E Having trouble with the Amstrad ver- 
sion of this wonderful game? For infinte 
lives, simply type in the following listing. 


10 DATA c5,e5,f5.06,f6,ed 
20 DATA 78/fe,00,28,06,f1 
30 DATA е1.с1.с3,00,00/3 
40 DATA 2a,51.00,22,39,00. 
50 DATA 21 ,84,00,22,60,39 
60 DATA 18.eb,cd,4c,3d,2a 
70 DATA 39,00,22,51,00,13 
80 DATA 21,50,00,22,39,00 
90 DATA fb,c3,00,3c,cd,00 
100 DATA 40 21,86,00,22,ct 
110 DATA 3e,39,cd.c9.01,3e 
120 DATA a7,32,26,6d,32,87 
130 DATA 6d,c9 

140 MEMORY & 3000: Y=0 
180 FOR X-&50 TO &99 
160 READ AS: A+VAL ("&"+AS) 
170 POKE X,A: Ү=Ү+А: NEXT 
180 IF Y<>&1c85 THEN 210 
190 LOAD "BUBBLE 1 

200 CALL &70 

210 PRINT "DATA ERROR 


B Barry Swann, Hornchurch. 


WANNA WIN SOME 
SOFTWARE? 


Don't tell everyone, but we at ACE 
give away oodles ol software every 
month to red-hot tipsters who get 
theit maps, tips and pokes printed in 
the magazine. There's nothing to 
stop you joining in the fun either, 
just make sure it's your own original 
work you send in and you too could 
win loads of software! 
This month's Tip of the 
Month’ prize goes to Jolyon Smith, 
who wins himself copies о! Ellmina- 
tor, Starglider?, Elite, Powerdrome, 
Joan of Arc and Nebulus for his ST. 
Pretty good huh? Other winners are 
John Fowler and R.Thompson who 
both win Bombuzal for their C64s. 
Charley Allen also wins Bombuzal 
for his Amiga and A.White collects 
Powetdrome for his ST. Last, but by 
no means least, the Young brothers 
win themselves a copy of Operation 
Wolf to fight over. 


Send your contribution: 


T'N'T, ACE, 
4 QUEEN ST, BATH, 
BA1 1EJ 








TRICKS 'N' TACTICS 


Here are some handy tips for this 
great skirmish wargame. 


4. Always leave your men on opportunity to fire. 


2. The Marsec auto-gun is the best around 
weapon, 


3. f a door remains open it means that there is a 
man (an operative) lurking there. 


4. On Level Three (The Mine), examine all the 
dead operatives when you kill them. You will find 
that one of them is camying a ‘Video Key’. Take 
this to the room with the video console and insert 
it nto the 'Vid-screen' = it activates the video cam: 
eras in the mine and allows you to see the opera: 
tives when you select scanner mode. 


5. On the lower skill levels buy the Rocket 
Launcher 


1. The price of weapons on each level does not 
vary, so calculate how many credits to spend on 
armour making sure you have enough left over for 
weapons! 


2. Dont go on a spending spree if you have 
money left over. Carrying too much equipment 
reduces the available action points 


3. Weapon choice (isted by cost) 
Heavy Laser - powerful, wih loads of ammo, but 
heavy and burdens your men, reducing their action 
points. 

Marsec Auto-gun - best all round weapon, powerful 
and accurate 

M4000 Auto-gun - best budget gun, but lacks the 
accuracy of the Marsec. 

L50 Las-gun - not very powerful or accurate. 
Sniper Rifle - lacks autore, but is cheap, powerful 
and the most accurate. 

Marsec Pistol - has autofre but lacks power. 
Dagger - excellent for using in lose combat. 

APSO Grenade - good for blowing up operatives 
who are waiting around a comer. CAUTION get out 
ol ts blast range and ALWAYS remember o prime it 
betore throwing i 

Rocket Launcher - a luxury for the early levels: its 
power is awesome but it lacks ammunition and has 
a nasty habit of blowing up the user it he is too near. 





4. Take you time, you have plenty of tums. 
Explore the area carefully and ALWAYS leave 
your men on opportunity fre. 


5. Use a couple of men to guard the rear of your 
squad. 


6. On higher levels always scavenge the dead 
operatives for weapons and ammunition. 


1. THE ASSASSINS: 
On the first skill level you can equip your men 
with rocket launchers and blow up the house 








(and Sterner Regnix) without even entering the 
building! On the latter levels better progress 
can be made if you split your squad into two 
parts, one at each end, and explore the building 
carefully. You will find that the droids usually 
keep some sort of pattern, but that's not always 
the case. When you find Sterner, concentrate 
your fire on him because once he's dead the 


game is over. 





2. MOONBASE ASSAULT 

The bottom left is probably the best place to 
deploy your men. Split your squad into two for the 
best results. Move your men toward the central 
area where most of the Databanks and Analysers 
are. Gas cylinders and ой drums can be blown up 
causing large explosions (and even chain reac: 
tions). Watch an operative doesn't shoot a cylin 
der or drum near you! 


3. RESCUE FROM THE MINES 

Before you use the explosives (which you need to 
blow up the prison doors) move the prisoner away 
from the door so he doesnt get caught in the 
blast. Remember to prime the explosive before 
dropping it and get clear of the blast. Go for the 





E Colin and Gavin Young, Glasgow. 
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Hampton Wick, Kingston, Surrey KT1 4DP, (01) 977-9588 


US Action (Holland) BV, Grote Berg 7, 5611 KI, Eindhoven, Netherlands Tal 040 433320 
eor a Bosse) PC ane Conpastie (Phaser Gur Mouse er ерим) 



































tranquil surface of the Pacific Ocean belies the battle of wits taking place in the world's last unexplored 
^ perfect hiding-place for a determined enemy, or is it? Your jet-bike and technologically 
pnced bathyscaphe should help, but there are still the enemy bases to destroy, lines of communication 
knocked out, and the natural predators of the deep just waiting for a tasty snack at the first sniff of [а 
fod! So check your oxygen supply, and dive, dive, dive. 
ST, PC, Amiga £94.95 
} Amstrad £14.95 (disk), £9.95 (tape) 


OGRAMES, MITRE HOUSE, ABBEY ROAD, ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX, EN1 2RQ. ` 


NFOGRAMES ÆA} 





TEL ELECTRONICS 


STRACK DIGITAL SEQUENCER 
z5 Ш ETE 
































Variable sample rate & playback speed 
Seperate scroll ine waveform windows 
phus zoom function with Edit windows 
for fine accurate editing 








To complement the Sample Studio the 
Datei Jammer gives you a 5 octave 
keyboard to play А record your sampled 


A top quality sound sampling system 
ata realistic price. 

100 machine code software for 
realtime functions. 











HiRes sample editing 
Realtime frequency display 
Realtime level meters 

Files saved in IFF format. 


Adjustable manual automate record 


‘rig level 


D. shot of sound waveform. Wave 
«шого design your own wavelorms 
or adjust existing ones 

Microphone & line input 1/4 Jock & 
Din connections 

Software les can be used within 
‘other music utiles 











PLEASE STATE A500/1000/2000 


a 


Full Midi Interface for A500/1000/ 
2000 (please state modell 


Compatible with most leading Midi 
packages (including D/Musie). 
Midi In - Midi Out x3 - Midi Thru. 
Fully Opto Isolated. 


Мо need to pay more - Full Mi 
standard. 








a 


Top quality. 
3 metre length. 


ЕЗ 








А TRULY PROFESSIONAL 
MIDI PACKAGE AT A 
REALISTIC PRICE 
Play sampled sounds on Amiga from 
any Midi track. 


Fuit dubbing listen to one track 
while recording another. 

Works with many Midi interfaces 
including Datel Midi Master (see Ad) 
$ realtime Mud tracks for record 
playback 

Adjustable track length ` imited only 
bop available memory 

‘Works with standard IFF le 









‘ACE L 


а track sequencer up to 9999 events 





on instrument, 
Load А Save sequence 
Works on standard IFF fle sounds 





Replace internal 500K drive with а 
Tol me 





"Top quality NEC drive un 


Foll ting ins 





Easily fitted. no special skills 
reed 

Direct plug in replacement 
‘Available now 


When considering a drive replacement 
remember that quality ts most. 
importan. 


a 





‘Works eth one drive or two 
Multiple copy option allows you to 
make many copies from ane englonal 
Copy 1 or 2 disk sides - up to 85 
tracks. 

‘Special format parameters for non- 
Standard formats 

sing 1040 ST. copy a whole disk in 
ne pase with a singe dive 























A/B type connect two printers tû 
‘computer or vice versa. 

Centronics connections or RS232 
Serial connections (25 pin). Pew 








ABC type connect three printers 
one computer or vice versa. 
Centronics or RS232 connections 





a 


25 pin ТУ to 36 way Centronies 
parallel lead. 1 2m length, 


A500 or 1000. please state. 


Unique TNFO analyser - display 
disk parameters, including seri 
fistrbution. data dispersion. 
interleave status, ete te 


Compatible with 520 & 104051 
Full verify option. 


Easy to use Icon driven progra 
takes the mystery ош of disk. 











m 


Powerfull track sector editor. 


Displays up to 85 tracks/255 sectors 
Fully mena driven. 









Huge range ol features - too m 
list. HiRes display (works mori 





a 


итле extra low profile unit - only 























Value for money - before you buy a 


Song ме plenae compare е atures 
Тор quality NEC drive mechanism. thin dive Ма an NEC дине иш le 
Throughpor allows daley-chatrng housed i а superb hour mmy 
other driven. Sita avaliable are buk tri pice N 
A mupertiy styled case finshed im. лога standard. Dent spend aes. 
eric розта kas & end up with rabbi - 
Poly compattie Tremere you are uy i e 
1 meg unformatted capacity. po 

eee bes nii за! Singe or twin drive models available. 


ADD £5 FOR COURIER DELIVERY IF REQUIRED 


Available with/without e, 
Simply plug» internally into A500 siot 





der clock option, 


Switch in/out with switch supplied. 
‘ted in minutes ро soldering ete 

Accepta 41256 Dreama (ero K ited) 

With ealendar/clock onboard time/date automatically booted 
Battery backed to retain time/date. 


FOR STANDARD CARD TO ACCEPT 512K 
FOR VERSION WITH CLOCK/CALENDAR 
PHONE FOR LATEST 
FULLY POPULATED BOARD / RAM PRICES. 


SIMPLY THE BEST DISC COPIER AVAILABLE FOR THE 
IGA (ALL MODELS) 
Superfast dise copier will copy almost 
any commercial disc. 
Friendly user Interface - Mouse driven 
throughout 
CComplety compatible with Amiga 
muliñaskina system. 

4 Even decrypts many encoded 
programs including D. Print/Video/ 


Special Strategy Files cope with even 
the most advanced protection 
schemes 


Now shipping the latest version 


Fast option - typically around 80 


Palnt/Musie/t ete, ww 
Supports up to 4 drives 
Simultaneously for multple copies USA's top seiling copier. 








DATEL ELECTRONICS 





Switch in/out of external drives. 
Save on memory allocated or drives 
mot currently in use. 





plete kit to ft internally into 
10 STEM. 

512K of FASTRAM to bring your 520. 
upto a full 1040K! 

Fitting а straightforward soldering 
Job - achieved by anyone who has a 
"te experience 

Makes unit fully 1040 Ram compatible, 
Complete with 











untrated instructions. 


Fully Amiga/ST compatible. 
Rubber coated ball п 
Optical уре. 





f you wish to do your own Ram 
upgrade then we can supply the tools. 
Quality soldering tron plus a desolder 
Sucker tool & solder, 

Usefull for many other Jobs, 





Allows joystick & mouse to be 
connected to same por 


ALL ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HRS 





UK ORDERS POST FREE 
заь Credit EUROPE ADD £1 
Card Lise OVERSEAS ADD £3 


PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS 
AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


Send cheques]POs made 
Payable to “Datel 
Electronics 











‘CALLERS WELCOME - Please reserve goods by telephone prior to visit, 





TEL, 
ELECTRONICS 


[DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND. 




































































































Printers Quality I Mg and 1/2 Mg Drives, 
Sur LENÊ — £5 7 Sur LCIO Colour £31999 [Къ рау Nee for an feror Second Drive when; 
Citizen 120 D £19.99 МЕС 2200 m oan base а Superior quality Cumana 1 Ма second 
Epon 10500 800 Stu 2410. p [уке for just 310499. 
Epon 10800 1570 Аша ЗІМЫ Leer E We are now offering our Atwi SF 354 1/2 Mg. 







All winters come complete with cable leconldiverforony — $6099 





















































Fro Draw Tablet » 
CRP Tae, м 
Spell teacher key bowd will, spelling wd mote ao ms 
coordination wile ЛМ nehe win_ nb Ж а ерак a 
tion mulipllenion and division И 4 T. lire ies ў 
Pq 7 lase S20 SUM 1 Ma ml Drive, 1 Mes 0 n 1 
Utilities Memory, Meuse, Joystick, £400 Worth of Software $ SCHU өен" m 
А SN AB ни з colour sos f 
Trilogy. S £474.99 MAE une в: colour monitor (ONM 
Quia. Hat phe is Diretery Debes Серди. З 1 " 
Мешти h + имиш! Jona, es саш Entry Level Atari Entry Level Com DNE 
етут isma MA | (Lo AGE BRI P PCI £34999 т УЛ 
р el von gil төрөн which VÀ. A 
Superis ОРА, FAST, MISOFT TURBO aui ST GO p = š Upgrades. 
BASIC. Бра pet with DEGAS, Gachea Daisy wheel E 1 M. MM i 
NEOCHROME on! AB ANIMATOR Gab alte MEX, ¢ Printers £109.99 © mg Mes ste aio 
part of а pitune in all revolutions. ` oW »y e БАЙ 
Those three eur tor Өе tom qvo > us min T I 
2 Quality Disks Dur Aii rained engines 
AB Animes T 35 DS QD — 525" DIS ОЮ 96 TH 7. accum 
Масин! Озум» Tei fe e ST: Энъ i КЮ. ER x» Nie, 
ОРА amd FAST Bala. Compsibie with i ra SA i Q VHS. Video 
DEGAS мй NEOCHROME (йе. Ful) Flies iie m ook Ah ach D 
sch w Draw, Pil, Grid Copy e. Incas Phone for sonia Software Otten i OE кз m 
TREE bunke routines мї demo Prog. © For 2 n 
11439 For 10 aad 
п £20 STPM 1 MB lerra! Drive үп SMIM Mone Mon 1и 520 STEM 102 Mey ivi 
а Момејоунка Atî Laser ie 34* Floppy Divi Ma һам hive ЗЫ 1 Мер eseni ii 
18 £400 Worth of top amliy software. B Moos 8 Pioa Street Publisher. 8 ViowerS Public domain di 


$365.99 ‘lt ar bee prie 1339.99 


pe [bro ompeling: off wane- CT = ë 
MONTHLY DISC BASED MAGAZINE Th Latrobe Computing Sifts ars club has boon improve to bring the customer he best quality service pom 


Wit ote clés th pi f ie saben ol recovered И the comer parches many (em bu wil 
айн Computing Sota Cha, we ane lera a fre month di use magazine which vil cnin 

Qu GUARANTEED IN DISCO ДИДИ: News reviews, reviews, hints, tips, games, utilities ia fact everything you coukl possibly be interested in. Wei 

etra pé which wil oral Gi ю o 1/2 Ma ST owners nn 1 Mg ST owner 

The ci avg pma «Пк, ma «и spacial геном! pce on selects hardware to cb memi 

Векент thie теве a vr hus oa ua we mu increase бе memberbip lee o £15. 

в PD CONCESSIONS FOR CLUB MEMBERS Phone (e Write to tbe address below for an application form. 











W UP TO 60% OFF FUTURE OFFERS 














ORDER BY PHONE 
Call us on numbers below and pay with 
your credit card. 


ORDER BY POST 
Make cheques PO's payable to Ladbroke Ca 
International. Send SAE for full catalogue. 


Ladbroke Computing 
International, 
33 Ormskirk Road, 
Preston, Lancs., 
РКІ 20Р. 
Open Monday-Saturday 
10 am to 5.30 pm 
Dealer enquiries 
welcome. 





FREE DELIVERY 

АЙ goods are delivered free, For Next Day 

Courier Delivery add £3 per item. 

QUALITY SERVICE 

АШ hardwaresoftware hus been testad 
delivery. There is a 12 month warranty on all har 

ud gens ee ME 959 7T repairs will be carried ош free within this period. 


(0772) 203166 or 2147 






ACE PINK PAGES 


THE ACE 


PAGES 


Upgrading to a more powerful computer? Check INDEX 
the facts, Buying anew game? Check the rat- КЕТЕТ 


again and things are getting 


ings. Bored with life? Check the puzzles, All this ШШШ 


š ° + z offices the only dirt being spilled 
and more in ACE's premier, pinkest pages. Graeme Kidd and Kevin Cox. Plus 


more juicy lists. 



















sive 
n Wins 





possible. 
with the. 


Our thanks go to Dave Bowden — АШ АШЫШ 152 
of London for his superb Nigel [ 151 
from Rigel cartoon strip. 167 


NIGEL" AGE ERES мг 


CARTOON STRIP 139 
HARDWARE UPGRADE 
148-149 
EXCEPT FOR eee 
PEP Re Bm — 
169 
156 
140 
SECOND HAND BUYS. 165-169 
143 
169 
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Evesham Micros 
All prices include VAT/delivery 


JATARI Hardware Offers 


520 STFM SUPER PACK, 


икан SSC Gear EBS ê азо 


Кун Ч acris 
Ee шш £349.00 
ET 








SPECIAL OFFER AMIGA PACK 
Our new special offer pack includes the following: 


all this 
for only 


£399.00! 


EGER 
s tre Sa Arig H rro 


NEW LOWER PRICE Үрө mochon, 
only £89. 9 ка Bp ods 


One your 
DOUBLE TAKE! 
PYE 14" 
TV/MONITOR 


(MODEL 10: 


uses all available drives & memory 
40 parameter sary ering a pi 
маг поз асрар, EE I E 


RECOMMENDED GAMES 


ACE! 


GAMES YOU'VE GOT TO HAVE 












All of the following games are ACE RATED, that means they're all 
red hot masterpieces of computer entertainment, Some of the 
games were available long before the first issue of ACE came off 
the presses however, so we never had the chance to review them in 
the magazine. These games are marked with the ACE CLASSIC 
flash, and rest assured, they're all superb pieces of software and 
are well deserving of the title. 





PUZZLES 


If youre after a game that will provide you with a real challenge, 
without necessarily requiring large doses of strategic thinking, 
then it's a puzzle game you want 





BONECRUNCHER 
Superior Sotware @ C64 £9.95cs £11.95dk @ Amiga E14 95k 


AL first sight this recent release may appear to be nothing more than û 
Bouiderdash rp of However there are а number of highly innovative gameplay tea- 
tures which give Bonecruncher a fel al ої ts own. Highly recommended for thse who 
protec іо solve problems rathor than shoot them, 


BOULDERDASH 
Prism Leisure Corporation @ Spectrum £2 90cs @ C64 £2 99cs. 
ө Amstrad £29905 


А game that has everything - instant addiction, long-term challenge, frenetic exite- 
теп as the clock ticks down, and extremely tricky puzzles. You must collect jewels 
hidden in caverns, digging away earth and boulders to get at them, Boulders can бор 
and cause you serous damage, while the jewels are otten hidden by seemingly pene 
able wats. Complex, but great fun. Boulderdach is a classic you сап! айот to mist 
in ts budget incarnation 


DEFLEKTOR 
GreminiVores @ Spectrum £7.99cs @ C64 £9.990s 14.99dk 
Atari ST £19,995 


Optics are the order of the day here (not the spirit dispensers) as the player ties i) 
‘connect a laser beam to a receiver and at the same time destroy a number of cel 
that are on-screen as well ОЛ need to make tull use ol the mirrors, fibre-optic 
‘conduits and polarising and retracting blocks it youre to achieve your aim. Clef 
the зї screen and you only have 59 more to do. Fascinating stuff thats horribly 
addictive 























aoe Worcs WR11 
Tel: 0386 765500 
pam, B30 38H Tet 021 458 4564 















NEBULUS 


Hewson @ C64 £8 S5cs £12 95k @ Spectrum £7 95cs 






Guide pogo to the top of eight towers using the spiral ol platforms, lits and 
ledges that form the route. its a highly original game that stikes a fine bala 
between frustration and addiction, added to which is the rotary sorol, thus making йа 
9202 looking, playable winner of а game. 
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ACCESS CARD 
HOTLINE 个 


DENS, TONBRIDGE, KENT TN9 25G 
FIRST CLASS POST 


SPECIAL OFFERS TO ACE READERS - UPTO 40% OFF RRP 


" WITHIN 24 HOURS 
0732 770508 PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST SOFTWARE PRICES IN THE UK 
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3.5 DSDD DISKS 
Unbranded 135tpi 
95p each, min 10 


БИШЕ 


FREE Microdealer ‘Cover UP token with every £5 (RRP) worth of Software (while offer lasts). Collect the tokens for free games, T-shirts etc. 


ACENOV 
Please send me the following items: 


BEST BYTE ORDER FORM 
Customer Code (if known), 
Name 


Address, 








Method of payment []P.o [Cheque [Access 
Signature 


Access card no., 


Ай items include first class postage and VAT and are dispatched within 24 hours subject to availabilty 
To order send this form with payment payable to Best Byte or phone our 24 hour Access card hotline 0732 770508 
Mail Orders only. Overseas orders add £1.50 per item, outside Europe add £3.00 per item for Air Mail. 
BEST BYTE (DEPT ACE 12) 2 QUARRY GARDENS, TONBRIDGE, KENT TN9 256 











ХОЛЕ Celana RECOMMENDED GAMES 1 


For all your Home Computer needs SENTINEL 
m i aas гизе 
We stock games for ZX81, Vie, Dragon for ST Iss estime e E و‎ pue 
and Amiga - 1000's of titles to choose from. S/H : 
hardware and Peripherals also available. 
Send S.A.E. with details to 


Software Cellar 


1a Hightown Road, Luton, Beds. 
LU20BW - 0582 400861. 


We buy for immediate cash 














Bizarre and compelling strategy game played over the chequered surface ol a planet 
‘dominated by the Sentinel. Fundamentally you have to absorb energy while trying to 
stop the Sentinel trom absorbing yours. A clear brain and tast tigger finger are both 
necessary in this very original and large — 10,000 possible landscapes — game. 








SKULLDIGGERY 
Curenty undistributed 


Boulderdash clone tnat completely butdoes the original on ins paricu- 
lar machine. Again (see Boulerdash, above) youre digging lor diamonds in cavers 
‘over 100 diferent screens ~ with a time limit юг each screen. Skulldiggery scores on 
playability (easier screens to begin with and a choice of starting point) and its entertain- 
ing two-player option. 














B.BYTES COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


OF HINCKLEY 
Atari specialists up to 25% Discount on all software for Atari, 
Commodore, Amstrad, түт ВВС, MSX and PC. The winning combination о! strategy, frenzied blasting and great graphics 


SPORE 
Bulldog @ C64 £! 99cs Ө Amstrad £1.99cs @ Spectrum Fl 99cs 




















Sega titles £13.95, £18.50, £22.95 = what Then 
can es кшн аы 295 ts gusta ve M pk аши vita Bargin Daat ie ba abe D KU t 
n TÉ bought with other software) 
Atari ST Systems From £269.00 inc VAT (ring for availabilty) TETRIS 
Atari ST Word Processing from £569.00 to £799.00. Marorso @ Spectrum £8 99cs £19 99dk @ O64 £8 99cs 12 900k 
A VAT. Pack includes оаа High Res Monitor, MP138 read ç Ss 12999 ө Aan ST £18 990% Ө Ama £19900 
Printer (135cps), First Word Plus Word Processor, ATARI ST © EM PC agodk 
Computer. There is a choice of computers for the 
ТЕМ, 1040STFM, 5208ТМ + 1/2 MEG A fascinating geometrical oddity, his Russian puzzler tums the obscure mathematical 


5208TM + 1 MEG DRIVE 
We also stock a wide selection of blank tapes and disks, disk Lead erbe open оен аан транса 
boxes, lends, interfaces, paper and noceesories screen: your task is to guide them down and pack them in ih so that doesnt hap 
Dept A. 19 Southfield Road, Hinckley, Мести | pen Drew еза an preved 1o berate atin ata ps рл 
Leics LE10 1ПА Tolenhana NARR атаатт brilliantly simple idea bohind them means they're well worth a look whatever yout 


EY = mana 
ЕД E 


1 Same Day Despatch’ Stock tems 
` CREDIT CARDS WELCOME" 
"Access & Visa” 

















Athene Consultants (Media Centre) 
16 Stoke Rd, Gosport. Hants. PO12 1J8 
Tel: 0705 511439 (Offco Hours) 

0705 511648 (241) 
Fax: 0705 511646. 





Originally released by Arolasoft at ful price, but now avalable fr a 
tion ol that rom Firebird, Irs a horribly addictive game played on a 6x6 grid - ei 
‘one or two player = in which you attempt to connect four counters, horizontally, ver 

or diagonally. A compelling puzzle which incorporates many additonal features 








3.5" ралоо 1350 | 6.25" DS/DO 4atpi | 5.25" 08/0 setpi | 5.25" HO АТ Эбш 
Standard Buik | High Quality Buik | High Quality Bulk | High Quality Buik 




















muli 12 oe Mane Кт 
КЕЛЖАН СИИИ ү 
Hon Cue AO) | For iam Po OK Foram aiT a mo 
asp vat aspa var sop. var $109 AT XOR 
Mnmum Qty 10 | метит Oy 25 метот Qty 25 [Minimum Oy 25 Logotron Ф Spectrum £7.95cs @ Amstrad £9 .95cs £14 950k 
Murus | ow uns oles | Gaertn ot 25 [Order Uns of 25 人 pr 
DISKS = DISKS Extremely tricky maze game involving the player controling two shields, and coll 
Prices per Pack of 10 D ing masks through 15 mazes, which increase in complexity as you progress. Also 
later stages, fish and chickens lie in wait, often blocking the masks and just walt 
SONY to fall on you and bring your quest to a premature end. Later sti, the fish and chi 
DYSAN зм 35- Dro £as oo | | are the least of your wortes as bombs, transporters and dolls crop up lo 


525 AT Оту £15.00 А 
525: 0500 96р £11.50 5 
525" 0500 ав £9 10 B 
35 D800 1351p £16.50 3 
35 DSHD £47.50 à 


Special Offer =" 


25 AT ony £19.00 350500 £1500 | | against you. Smooth scroling, simple graphics, this one requires planning to 
25: 0500 sap €16.50 SEDO tr: 
ОО 48р £8 00 3565001200 | | plete succosstuly 
0800 1381p tla so 
08501880 
425: DSO Branded verbasm oniy £16 0 whe soia tast 
‘0800 Brandes Vera ony 12.00 miaa sack ast 
faded ASOFT СҮ? Dake ONLY 17°50 
T Branca Vetan HOOD элу E74 
We also Supply Verbatim, Fuji, Xidex, Maxell, Nashua 


эў эе Supply verom Fu оох eet. || BRAIN GAMES 


‘Bridge CARD. Special price £1899 (limited Qty) Save at least £460.00 3 я 
The Full Star Printer Range at Low Prices Fed up with mindless blasting? Want a game that offers you 


‘opponent who's worthy of your skills? This is your section. 















Disk Storage Systems 

















25 525 
зо зх рабо о зз риво 
10 35. Disk Box 520. 25: Disk Box 
10035" Disk Bor 1000 1005 CHESS MASTER 2000 
3^ Da - 
Чодаын ^ 7^ Ri range of Printer Ribbons tor EPSON, STAR, AMSTRAD ete Еее Ans Ө C64 £9 95cs E14 956, @ Amiga £24 950k 








FREE DELIVERY. АП prices exclude VAT. Amiga 2000 systems 
special price. Courier next day delivery £7.00. 
3 Day £6.00 (up to 10kg) 


viewpoint, 12 levels of болу and ай the playing options you could wish for 
Que am is to provido a sence tor professional & business cients. Hardware & some fay nity speech synthesis. 

Sofware are aso supple lr VGA boards o Laser ртт. Preasa cal fora quote ona 

spene tem. Ths mons Harare Spec! Ors STAR LC 10 peter олу £188 00. 








A PC Systems 










































RECOMMENDED GAMES 





COLOSSUS CHESS 4 
COS ө Spectrum 9 95cs @ C84 £9 95cs £14 956 
© Amstrad £9.95cs £13 950k 
























net Best bot for bit machine owners, win choice of 20 or 3D view, umpteen levais of dt- 
qo Жолу. and myriad options which enable you to play, watch, work out chess problems, 
on etc against a fine computer opponent. 
= COLOSSUS MAH JONG 
CDS ө C54 9.592 £14 909 Ө Amstrad £3 99cs £14 996 
Fury ike oriental game о! strategy and chance. А tutor program and 
ov- short manual maka tis an easy о use and highly entertaining piece ot sofware tor vet- 
ens rans and novices alke 
son 
nin- 
INFOGRAMES' BRIDGE 
Infogrames € Amstrad £12 95cs £15 95k Ө MSX £12 95cs 
Graphically the best o all contract bridge simulations, with large playing 
cards depicted against a suitably green baize background. Plays a good game (lor a 
computer, which after añ is а bit short in the imagination and fir department) and tea- 
Nos tures a wide range of options and bidding conventons which you can toggle on and 
plor of according to your style. 
= POWERPLAY 
‘Arcana € Amstrad £8 95cs £14 95k ө CA £8 5es 1495 
€ Amiga £19.85ck @ Aari ST E18 950k 
1 
! you want Io try out your general knowledge, we reckon you'd be beer of win tis 
original and challenging combination o! strategy game and quiz than wih the admittedly 
sical monstor-selin Tova! Ризи? Powerplay 8 graphical very prety in its setting on 
rau Mount Olympus, home ot he Gos. 
1 he 
hap 
Ame 
your Leisure Genius @ Spectrum £9.95cs @ СБА £12.95cs E14 950K 
(© Amstrad £9 950s £14 950k @ IBM PC £24 950k 
= The hugely popular word game translated very successfully onto the micro. Fast, xcu 
Jen play, and a suprising large vocabulary (oven f ! дез incide some strange looh- 
ing words on occasions) Good enough to gwe even strong human opponents tough 
ame at the higher levels 
tac- 
otor 
кау 
wand 





SPECIALS 


Original works that are simply unclassifiable feature in this 
section. 





= к " ATF 

airg Digital Integration Ө CBA £8 95cs £12 95% @ Spectrum £8 95cs £12 95k. 
а шыра пша 

in Leder созим айшә fars s üt а hav kr Dil Midi, 


"ho simulation specialists. The emphasis is on solid action. the result being a sure- 
fire nt, 


DARK SIDE 
Incentive @ C64 £9,05cs £14.95dk @ Spectrum 69.052 £14.95 dk 





(© Amstrad £9 95cs £14 950k 


The second game using the Freescape programming system. which sets more ol an 
arcade challenge. The 3-D graphics are again superb as are the tasks and 
puzzles 


uan 





DRILLER 
Incentive @ C64 E14 95cs £17, 95dk @ Spectrum £14 95cs £17.95 dk 
© Amstrad £14 95cs £17.95dk Ө IBM PC £16.95dk. 


‘This tree-dimensionai masterpiece of exploration and adventure took a year to develop, 
but the wait was worth IL A whole world was crammed into Bi micros to gve he 
player such a feeling of ‘boing there’ it's uncanny. rs bold, dazzlingly original and 
very playable. A milestone in computer entertainment 


(3D 
us 








9P Computers 
oft 


Czcommodore AMIGA 


Best Range, Best Service, 
Best Deals. J 
МАК! 


Amiga A500 games pack includes A500, D-Paint, 
modulator, 4 games, mouse mat and a disk box 
ONLY £399.95 








Amiga A500 plus 1084 monitor (stereo) 
£639.00 
Excludes software and modulator. 





64C Hollywood Pack 
includes 64C, 5 arcade games, 5 quiz games, 
C2N, Quick Shot 2 
£149.00 





Family Entertainment Compendium 
includes 5 games, midi keyboard and personal 
stereo £199.00 





Atari STFM Super Pack 
ONLY £369.00 





MISCELLANEOUS 


Cumana 2nd Drive (with an able/disable 
switch -£99.95 





Citizen 120D (includes cable)....£149.95 
Citizen LSP100 £169.95 
10 x 3.5" DS/DD disks.... 


10 x 5.25" DS/DD dis 








24 HOUR ORDER HOTLINE 
0642 670503 


Credit Terms 
Available 





3 HAMBLETONIAN YARD, 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES, 
CLEVELAND, TS18 1BB 


Price and content correct at time of going to press. 
Delivery free UK mainland. Order by phone or post. 
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Bermuda Project 
Bionic Commandos 
Empire Strikes Back 
Football Manager 2 
‘Overlander 

P Beardsley Football 
Street Fighter 

Gary Lineker Skil 
Gauntlet 2 

Platoon. 


£16.95 £16.95 
£1395 £16.95 
£13.95 £13.95 
£13.95 £13.95 
£13.95 £16.95 
£1395 £1395 
£1395 £16.95 
£1395 - 
31395 - 
£1395 £16.95 
Winter Olympiad .... £135 £13.95 
Strip Poker 2+ £10.95 £10.95 
Beyond the Ice Palace £13.95 £16 95 
Live and Let Die ...... £13.95 £13.95 
1943 £1395 £13.95 
Night Raider £1395 £16.95 
D. Thompson Chall £13.95 £16.95 
Stargider 2 £1695 £16.95 
Super Hang Ön ...£1395 
Summer Olympiad £13.95 

Where Time Std Stil 1395 
Heroes of the Lance 1695 
Shackled £13.95 

‘kan Warriors £10.95 
Goldrunner 2 £13.95 

F15 Strike Eagle ..... £16.95 

World Class Leader. .£1395 


‘Speeding 

Speedking Autofire 
Speedking (Nintendo Only) 
Speedking (Sega Only) 
Pro 5000 Black 

Pro 5000 Clear 

Pro 5000 Extra 

Quick Shot 2 Turbo 
Cheetah 125+ 
Cheetah 125 Special 
Cheetah Mach One 
Cruiser (Clear) 


Nintendo Deck £88 99 
Nintendo Set £14 00 
Nintendo R O B. £38.99 
Zapper Gun £18.95 
Sega Console £70 00 
3D Glasses. £36 95 
Light Phaser £38 99 
Blank Disks (DSDD 5 25 48TPL 

x10) £11.95 
Disk Box (5 25 x 50) £799 
Disk Box (3 5 x 50) £799 
Blank Disks (3.5 x 10) £18.95 





ASHCOM 





ATARI 520 STFM SUPER PACK 
Includes over £450 worth of 
software & joystick 


ONLY £360 
=] 


Amiga 500 PA 

Keyboard - Mouse - 1 

š Drive - PSLL 
ONLY £360 

With Modulator £380.00 








1MB INTERNAL DRIVE UPGRADE FOR 
520 STFM 

` Replaces intemal isc drive 

7 Top quality deve 


“Easy tft 
ONLY £95 


AMIGA 500 
512K RAM EXPANSION 
ONLY £99.95 








1MEG RAM UPGRADE FOR ST 


пон only £100 fitted 
£90 when fitted at time of 
purchase of ST 


PHIIIPS 88.33 Colour 
Monior with ST or Amiga 








REDUCED TO CLEAR 
Timeworks Swiftcalc 
and Data Manager 
ONLY £50 

















New Sofware ard паана а constantly bar 


despatched WIN 24 Pours sumec 10 avaran 


Сод card ones 





10 The Green, Ash 
ASIE os rede nas 


ASHCOM 


“Q added ю our Ist rase азоо. s f you 


"de not see what you requi, do not estate 10 cal оп us on: 
(0530)411485 
A Prices include VAT @ 15% and PSP on UK mainland. Sond S A E for luf prico fa. A3 tems 


му. Courer service on hardware are ange parene 


To order: Send cheques PO or Visa Access detalis tothe address below. 


aso takaq by telephone 0 


— 
Zouch, Leicestershire. LE6 SIU | LISA, 
davor coop ed on — 


MEGASAVE FANTASTIC SAVINGS 


ran 
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рай HOVE&DUSNESS COMPUTERS 
HARDWARE 


Atari STFM Super Pack 1 Meg Internal Drive 
& 21 Games + ST Organiser, & Joystick & Mouse ..349 0] 
Amiga A500 + 5 Games, Modulator, Photon 
Paint & Mouse 
Amiga A500 as above with The Works 
(Scribble -Wordprocessor, Organize-Database, 
Analyze-Spreadsheet) 
Citizen120D Printer with lead ST/Amiga 
1 Megabyte Drives ST/Amiga enable/disable 
Memorex DS/DD per 10 
Amiga A500 + Commodore 1084 colour monitor 
Amiga Business Pack (phone for details 
Commodore 1084 Colour Hi-Res Monitor including lead fa 
ST or Amiga £228.09 


MIDI SOFTWARE AVAILABLE PLEASE PHONE 
AMIGA SOFTWARE 


The Works (Scribble, Organize, Analyse 
Studio Magic 

Deluxe Video 

Scultp 3D 


Kind Words 
= The Draco 
Deluxe Productions 
Fantavision 
48 Bachelor Gardens, Hgrrogate 
North Yorkshire, HG1 3EE 
Tel: (0423) 526322 


Ай prices include V.A.T & Postage, Courier Extra 
All prices subject to change without notice 










































RECOMMENDED GAMES 





De] 






> ELITE 
(CAE DN sre Specrum £14 cs 084 £1495 £17 950 
© J € Amstrad £12 95cs £14.95. 
S BBC £12 85cs £14 950 (viai fom Superior Sofware) 





sess < 


Sii he best space trading game. Eite set а standard for other companies to fol 
lo. One of he frst space games to use vector graphics, is а shooting and tracing 
effort set across several galaxies, with plenty of variety ю Ie gameplay, You can 
‘rade legali goods in (relatively) safe systems, or run the gaunfet of pirates in the 
galaxies’ danger spots win your hold ful of contraband. Ether way feres а nice 
line in zero-G dogfighting, and as big a task as youl ind anywhere. 


1111113 33711) 








MAGNETRON 
Firebird Spectrum £7 95cs Ф C64 #8 95cs £12 950k 


332 F 3 i 1311133 


Puzzles and action Steve Turner style. Save the world by dsmanting 
‘ight satelites, Steal parts from the enemy droids to upgrade your own droid, and 
hopefully make your job а tio easier. The ideal game for all Quazatron fans look- 
ing lor a similar, new challenge. 





MATCH DAY 2 
Ocean € Spectrum Є7.95сз £14.95ch® C64 EB 95cs £12 956. 
© Amstrad £8.95cs £14 956k 


cubususxvEEXEESENENE 


Definitely the football. game on micros. magnificent animation, great gameplay. 
vicious and skitul computer opponents. Various improvements over the original 
‘make this a must for all computer football fans. 


s: 
š 





Thalamus C64 £9 99cs £14 990k 


522855855. 


In this impressively challenging game you must steer а metalic ball 
ıvough tan diferent screens of mazes, bonuses and obstacles, all within a set tme 
limit This simple game concept has a host of added features to make particularly 
pleasing: you can carry over unused time to the next screen, lor example, and tack- | 
le the difioren screens or ‘planes’ in any order you wish. Excellent graphics and | 
utterly absorbing play. 





SPINDIZZY 
Electric Dreams @ Spectrum £9 99cs @ СБА ES 99cs £14 Sick. 
ө Amstrad £9.99cs £14,990 





‘Tremendous stuf; steer your spinning top over tough obstacles and collect jewels, 
against a fiendish tmo Imi. The game landscape is a vast system of catwalks, 
‘amps towers, and vampolines surrounded by leal drops - and NO safety ralis. 
ick wakhos doskada Mw snd bros Gaps, EU poing бой in Wa ri antar car 
be harder than it looks. A few bad guys and a lot o! nice touches, but he explo: 
rations the thing. 


49.00 


199.00 








159,00 

139,00 STARGLIDER 

99.00 Rainbird @ Atari ST £24.95dkt Amiga £24 95k 

19.00 АСЕ RATED 927 ST 

0000 Опе of the finest examples of а game using vector graphics to nei tul 


advantage, gets he solid 30 treatment and comes ол cong every bt a winner. 
‘You've got a large task to completo and here's plenty of Egrans o destroy, making fis | 
‘combination o basting and exploration a game that stands head and shoulders | 
above ihe competition, | 


775.00 
pad for 
229.00 











NE TAU CETI/ ACADEMY 

CRL @ Spectrum £9.95cs @ C64 £9.95cs £14.95dk- 

© Astra 9.9505 £14 9б @ Aan ST CIO 95: @ Amiga £19 950% 
£69.00 Flight simulator/shoot-er-up and its sequel which are both incredibly smooth and 
£65.00 well put together. The attenbon to detail is impeccable as you set of on hair-raising 
48.50 missions as а space cadet In Academy you get fo design your сип space skim- 
£59.00 mer erat as wel 
£39.00 
* WIZBALL 

S. ‘Ocean @ Spectrum £7 95cs Ф Amstrad £8.95cs £12 95dk 

£69.00 € C54 58.95cs £14.95 


A compelling and original bal game in which you become the wiza and must set 
' to conquer the ‘colour creatures’ which are intent on eliminating the specum 
nd rendering he landscape grey and drab. Coniroling the wabals great fun and 


га Tales i one ofthe most playable games Io have appeared ora ong бте. 


Amiga А500 
CBM 64C Starter Pack with cassette, recorder, joystick + 
free software 
CBM64C Computer only 
CBM1541 Disk Drive 
CBMAmiga Business Pack 
CBM Amiga + Colour Monitor 
Atari 520 STFM Summer P: 

We will beat any price in this magazine, 
Please phone for details 











10 x 3.5 SS/DD Disks Branded £14.95 
10 x 3.5 DS/DD Disks Branded £19.95 
10x35 DS/DD Disks Unbranded £16.00 
10x 5.25 DS/DD 48ТРІ Branded 81395 
10 x 5.25 DS/DD 96TPI Branded £19.95 
10 x 5.25 05/00 Unbranded £699 
Mouse Mat £4.95 





Okimate 20 (Amiga Version) n £140.00 
Citizen 120-0 £149.00 
Panasonic KXP 1081 £189.00 
Epson LX-800 11 £275.00 
Star LC-10 (ring for colour option) £225.00 
Star NB-24-10 Printer + Sheet Feed £599.00 


The whole Citizen Range stocked please 
ring for details. 


Dungeon Master (ST) £24.99 
Overlander (ST). £19.00 
Captain Blood (ST) £24.95 
Carrier Command (ST) .... £24.95 
Empire Strikes Back (ST) £19.96 
Football Manager II (ST) £19.99 
Football Manager II (Amiga). £19.99 
Interceptor (Amiga) „62495 
Buggy Boy (Amiga) 162496 
Black Lamp (Amiga) £19.96 
Xenon (Amiga) £24.95 
Bards Tale Il (Amiga) 

This is just a small selection of 

Amiga Software 

in stock. 


Software Prices 
Quoted are R.R.P 
Please deduct 10% 






SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY 
E&OE. 





Don't be tempted | 
until you've had a byte 
at YORCOM. 














THE YORK COMPUTER CENTRE 9 Devgue Сект Yot YOI 25U Telephone (090) 641862 


A SMALL SELECTION 
FROM OUR WAREHOUSE 


XO М Ane wave 
the price Lema as ae 

=: ORE Bah де 

TOR SPECTRUM 48K + 128K + +24 E, rox: 
HOURS OF FUN TO SUIT ALI Siar LC1O Paral FET NLO Рите (Whie Stocks Last) £208 50 
SUCRE шш ON Sab 

атан сааат ато mer 

Feds MEE ОТТ ЕЕН 

asqa Ser 

ap Ser 

ГТС E 

Pron ERE ешш ELE 

Bicones fo амм ga 


Print Head With Mask - DMP 2000/2160/3000 316073250 ..... TTT 
Printer Mechanism Assembly - PCWS2S6 0512. 38318. 
‘Tractor Feed Assembly - PCWIDSU S12 570 
Motor. Paper Feed (Printer) - PCW82568512. 5 130 
Motor, Head Drive (Printer) - PCWB2568512 озар. 
Print Head Assembly Membrane Type - PCW8256/8512 30.848 
Print Нева Assembly Slot Type - PCW02568512. 1025706 
‘Keyboard Assembly Less Case - PCWE256.8512 

PCWCPU - PCWE28. 

PCB. Monitor -PCW82568515 


BLANK DISCS ASOFTWARE 
Kempston Dastalax Git Pack - PCW. 
Amson 3- Discs DS/A 3- Drives 
Highgrade 2.5" 0500 135TPI Blank Discs 
Highgrade 525" DS.OD 40007 Blank Discs 
Statements or Payslips For Sage 
x Holds up to 45 discs MNT 
e Busness/Games Ulis Etc. Ai at Good Discount 
Fartoo many tems 1o lst here. Send 3 19р stamps lor ists. Stating lor which products 
Mali or Telephone orders from. Eng. Малала post à ina: (A) £500 (B) £400 (C) £3.00 (D) €2 00 (E) £1.00 (F) 500 (ANC) 3 D 
19 THE BROADWAY, SOUTHGATE, LONDON N14. £8.00 Next Day E1200. Maximum UK Postal charge £6 per 2049/2500, 


TEL: 01-882 6833 ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. Al salos subject to our Trade Torms 9f Trading. 


of tbe ree rS W.A.V.E (Trade Dept. ACE 1288) 
165 HIGH STREET WALAN CROSS. HERTS Walney Audio Visual & Electrical Distribution 





17 EVERSLEY ROAD, BEXHILL, E. SUSSEX (0424 221931 
SPECIALIST COMPUTER DEALERS FOR ST & AMIGA 





"riga A-500 + Modulator + 3 Games + Opalnt r1 Y 520 Summer Pack rm 
‘Amiga + 1064 Monto « 3 Games = Doar Summer Pack наю Montor 09009 
Cumana 1 Meg Orve. батага 1 Meg Dve С 
Pipe 8833 Montor Саб Pape 8633 Молло cab prj 
Sure 10 Peter» Cabe СТО Primer» Cable £20500, 
Star LC 10 Cour + Сазе Siar LC-10 Cour. Cable £283.00 


TWARE 
Asan, ies 59, 335 м Busness иттер 


[ЕЗЕП 28050 Я маана S w I 
Eee as соң === 18 pena 





БГ Pre Sound Desgner 
= сте 
Er d : HE s [em 


rd 


Т 


‘4 


ORDER BY PHONE CBS Computers 
TEL: (0424) 221931 17 Eversley Road, Bexhill E-Sussex. TN40 1HT 
=. Please phone for details and prices 


sees ms ari E300 per boo. Superb satt 
fria eir pp ا کا‎ Sepe a Saa a aaret, 


























SPECIAL OFFER 1 
MEGALAND MEGA PACK 
SAVE OVER £250 
GAMES 


Photon Pant, Free Siytohter Free Las Vegas. 
Demolition, Free Grid Stan, Fre Karate Kd i 
Froe Gokdrunner, Free Wizba Free Platoon, 
PD Disks win 26 Games, 


SPECIAL OFFER 2 
Holywood Pack Солуу лю of 
ОС CON Cassette Dock 
Оззи! opt. 


GAMES 


Rambo, Темы Pursuits. Top Gun, Bufseye, Platoon, 
курол Fact Mami Vice, Every Second Counts, 


SPEICAL OFFER 3 
Оутокс Pack Comprising of 
CSAC C2N Cassone Dock 
‘Quickshot I Joystick 


GAMES 


Daley Thompsons Decathlon, Barry MeGuigane World Championship Boxing. 


Great Escape Восход 


Wort Senes Baseball, Snooker. Match Point, Match Day I 


Basket Master, Track and Fel, Daley Thompsons Superest, Hyper Spots 


Free TV Modulator Free Joystick FREE T-SHIRT FREE DELIVERY £149.95 inc VAT. 


FREE T-SHIRT FREE DELIVERY £149.95 Inc VAT 








ACCESSORIES DRIVES 


50 X 5 1/4" Disks and Lockable Disk Box 29.95 nc 
10х5 1/4" Disks. 995 Ine 
20x 3 1/2" Disks and Lockable Disk Box 29.95 inc 
10x 3 1/2" Disk 14.95 Ine 
3 1/2" Disk Cleaner 9.95 Ine 
5 1/4" Disk Cleaner 7.95 Ine 
256K RAM Expansion for CBM 64 8499 Inc 
128K RAM Expansion for CBM 128 99.00 Inc 
512K RAM Expansion for CBM 128 149.00 Inc. 


20 Megabyte Hard Card 
[Amiga 2nd Drive 

Atari 2nd Drive 

32M Hard Card with Exiree Sofware 
1581 3 1/2" Drive tor CBM 64/128 
1541 5 1/4" Drive for CBM 64/128 
82000 internal Drive 


ORDERING 





Amiga 82000 
РС! Get a rue PC Now Base Unit 

PC! and Monochrome Monitor 

PC! and CGA Colour Monitor 

Al PCT's suplied with ABLE ONE 

WORDPROCESSOR, DATABASE and Spreadsheet, why not 
‘add а Daisywhee! Printer for 129.00 « VAT 
G Sio! Expansion box with INTEGRAL POWER SUPPLY UNIT ...85.00 + VAT 
32MB Hard Card with EXTREE SOFTWARE 239.00 + VAT 
2nd for PCI either 5 14° or 3 1⁄2” 7400 VAT 
EGA WONDERCARD. 17300 + VAT 
SAMSUNG Monochrome Monitor ideal for your portable 69.00 + VAT 


335.00 VAT 
258.00 + VAT 
295.00 + VAT 
399.00 + VAT 





All goods guaranteed • Official Purchase Orders Accepted from Government, Local 
Authorities, Universities and PLC's «All prices exiude V À Т. unless otherwise stated 
and subject to change without notice « Delivery charges extra + No retum or 
‘exchange accepted without returns authorisation * Detective dead on arrival 
merchandise repaired or replaced at our expense • Carriage on Warranty repairs is 
paid by the customer + Non detective credit returns subject to 10% restocking fee + 
No personal callers without prior notification as goods are shipped directly from our 
Warehouse and not our office address. 


CBM 1280 


NEW ATARI SYSTEMS 
£299 + V.A.T. 


Atari 520STFM 1MB 
With over £450.00 worth of Software and accesories 


359,00 Inc VAT 
Home Entertainment Pack comprising of C841. 

‘SHS10 Yamaha Keyboard. Delivery F.O.C. 

uickshot Il Joystick and Froe T-Shirt, Bush Personal Hi Fi with headphones) 
Cassette player. GAMES. Tau Cet, Ghostbusters, Aged Times II, Rollaround, 
Commodore Chart Buster, Ten Action packed ht Singles. 149.95 inc VAT 





Atari 520 STEM 1MB intemal Drive. 
мики” Atar 520 STFM 1MB and Monochrome Monitor £299.00 + VAT 
m Atari 1040 STFM with T V. Modulator £369.00 + VAT 
Кы: Atari 1040 STFM with T.V. Modulator and monochrome monitor ....Е439.00 + VAT 
pente ii tu Mega ST2 with Monochrome Monitor £739.00 + VAT 
оон Mega ST4 with Monochrome Monitor £949.00 + VAT 
Citizen 1200 

Epson LXBOO 

Panasonic 1081 

Juki 6000 Daisywheel Printer 
+ VAT. While Stocks Last 
Star LC 24/10 


£225 00 + VAT 


Mega ST2 Special Offer Package 


Mega STZ, Mono Monitor, SLM804 Laser Printer Microsoft Write, VIP 
Prolessional and 90 Days on sie Maintenance for only £155.00 + VAT 
Monitor Phiips T/V. Monitor 22018 £169.00 + VAT 
SM124 99.00 + VAT 
MONITORS 
MEGASOFT SOFTWARE CLUB 
NEW, CBM 1084 Monitor Stereo NORN ISCOUNTS ON SOFTWARE 
CBM 1901 Colour Monitor MEMBERSHIP £20 PER YEA\ 

Phlips 8833 Жыш — 
Кее MEMBERSHIP OFFER 
Philips Monochrome. Karate Kid I 

ТУ Tunner tor 1084/8833 Monitor Goldrunner 

Аал High Res Monochrome Monitor Photon Paint ‘Amiga 30.00 
1900 M Mono Monitor for CBM 64/128 Camer Command ST 1250 
Vision 2400 Colour Monitor Sterior Gunship ST 1250 


Amiga 8.95 
Amiga 8.95 








MEGALAND 
16A CITY COMMERCE CENTRE 
MARSH LANE 
SOUTHAMPTON S01 1EW 
TEL: 0703 330544 


BARCLAYCARD 












































HARDWARE UPGRADE GUIDE 















































































































Range 


Quality 


ACORN ARCHIMEDES APPLE MACINTOSH 
THE RANGE | mensan ze hore тийин, ааваа | Тем: SE comes п азис ру rerom box ih 
эй ld rao sius ше. Botas ме pe cso i a ead 
‘monitor are separate. Both have separate keyboard and mouse, 
КЕ] w | SS ee ы Sasa sss: 
Аат иреш Ы NM е wer ceva yoceen | Maro надора гала мне Pel um e mehr 
out closely related) 68020. 
prices | панаван атата ЗЕ пж. | seomeaqnupensna antata SE rO EA 
Testo sg lesen nata ya зеш Ms end 1 hoep Pee wl so sacar od 
ores wert eth cs Cd rt bara new ores trt ho 
эле cheapas tige be pesa motore um be. 
States (ê. fy Yo New York, buy a Mac and bring ! back with you). 
GRAPHICS | ee dn d va e 
Жуз n rusa wm eens nus | Mach ute 1t sown 16 odus cun Fon a 
таста -an mpesa 0057. manifests Tees | pet oi nere han mon 
int pte cr ота se Wu ow 
© рю Pe is eae, 
MONITORS | >v cream ню. aor -AGE ence urnas | Aa vat ar тези (SE) or dian Ma gris Roe 
apart ol tur ine lta on pa c d 
Sir Lot rg Ma ovy p 
SOUND | пелетона атаи тиксин | Tw Macs tar cramai wd coca pedi sone wy enr 
Меада элин aiina gaiga та | аби rosas- simo on be Mac bye wed an) 
р М Pon um serous йо тше. 
DRIVES, MICE а | певала талана порана hes Xona Û e ae, or ban tat 60 ono a 1л дё Te 
ПОТОК TT | totarivrerleqaiys shea rma 
; i p 
SOFTWARE | Gres bte ota x rwe пов Зи ard Gand Û Gare utente wt pesi on tel Dough er 
Sam we ton comede prey Se пасин, row Re | nes ae wel cape Tes a huge mcr pia mÚ 
only maj tes are Zarch and (ky 310 owners) Conqueror, both desktop publishing sofware - most ol à firmly mono - ard a fina 
Actas уте hers sv утат уне ered) pubs | пи ties o bares ш Tres tho ponyo goat 
Teka ay Pain Sio e О maia hd oet com d 
Тели! dyes page eai ioo о 
Moe hep toe ner apes ze av KI 
over nicely f not exacfy booming. 
PROSPECTS | TACA stana ьир теи ул gena | Tre ure e Mac s eit bA noel onne новай 
here's no sign of support rom any of the big league houses - ard tege 
fe lack of a ру port doesn? help. The graphics software base 
odi maroon i kam oa bro bd fu Pg ot 
тое 
OVERALL | Tekenen ушл иши вле ано | Te Macs a vay ала rae adipis rin 
ha acing Анн percargeciinserm | Anos sry DTP aen sa uum o ape 
Coua wamrapa tu отр нитте. | тепе. 
ist Noe co рек за мойе у br атра с. 
esa pesa nore bun Ва таза. 
Graphics (SE) 3 
Sound 4 
‘SOFTWARE: 
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HARDWARE UPGRADE GUIDE 


COMPATIBLES 





The SZOSTFM ard 1040STF boh come s combined kaytosr- 
storie consoles 


(GAs РС в he ona, ba ha bes buys hese dys ae ones 
Se Amstads PC1512 and 1540. Specticatons appl o most mod 
PCs, ba check бе deals lr yoursel belote buying. 












The ASDO s a single unt wi butin de drive, wie fhe A2000 
has separate keyboard and sen bo. 








The SEOSTEM has 512K of memory wile те 1040STF has МЕ. 
Bath use tha Миша 68000 processor, 


The 500 has 512K of memory and he A2900 a hey Mb, bom of 
‘hem using à Mori 68000 for processing power 


PC сотрайде; normaly have 512K or 640K of memon, wiñan 
үө 8086 or lated processor: (The 8088 s slower, we he 
ICH and B0386 are aster but moro expensive) T 





тсе ап at around £400 tor а mono PC, but a 40K machine 
we an EGA бру and tp ht monitor ий сой more e £1000. 
Theresa Wing second hand matt ard even buying band nw 
youre wel узе ор али 


Весттелде тїї pices are 52051 - £298 8,505 pus 20 
tea ате - £39.39, 1040STF -250099. 

There's a strong second and manat n S205T bu most ol hese 
эе ftd win he ok single se (360K orat capacy rue. 


Recommended rea ов are: A500 £39, A2000 £1236. Step 
around or lower prices or package deals, There's a tar o second- 
ard rade n unwanted А505, Rough he recent ap in RAP 
meses at prices here may not be co goo. Ано s aaa S 
he creaky i A100, Pe fs Aga model and, we gy 
"cp sequence and puny (256K) memor deserve discort- 
m 















Vor ойм monter uar can ун at wo screen modas on те ST, 
тейт es 640200 n 4 colours) and ow ras (3201200 16 
tur, beth working om a $12 cour pat Use wen mano 
тооз can олу acces one mode, igh tes, wich gs fem a 
(40140 screen n back and wh 


Paroar sortes ard soli ruya cowertong games easy b: 
wi, vile he bua n iter узшу specs cp lage sel graphics 
operatora Турса screen modes are 3225 n 16 ойм or 
games, 3201258 n K or 4096 colours fy at o 4012580 16 
jours ty экю ма In a cases cous are taken bom a 


The ree тап raptis талда are CGA, EGA and Hercules, 
Nona of hese fr pres or scaling n arare. 






‘The man CGA (Colour Graghics Agir modes are 320200 n 4 
ours and 640200 n moro. CGA has ro pakete as such: те 4 
ur mode comes n two cour chem choices, b ars al An 







pale ol 4096 


EGA (Enhanced Graphics Adaptor) PC can produce hese мо COA 
"odes pus a tew ol ts own, oing plays ol up o DOS im 
6 colours ота palene ol 64 Hercules graphics ara mono ony 
bu wih a marinum елп 7201248 thoy can be very ai 
Ау applications Ше ОТР (DeskTop Punishing 








à RGB, Mono, or bultın TV тойда (OST олу - OST raads | ж out br tuning оён, ТУ подив ara matte ert 
separate mediator Pied in he prc 
本 "Bu tou s сайн, wih 4 chamas n 2 siereo pars ofeîng | A weak sound standard is very much Mo PCs Aces’ ool as a 






Д 
1 
















The tonal sound chips poor, wen only tea camels and ro 
sario but he buin MIDI ports made he ST a mutt kr риту 
wise mukun, 


The teal dv stores 720K on a 352 ek, hough fero an s 
tome od 520STs around Mat can oy manage ha hs cipacty А 
моил mouse plugs rio one ol he neonvenanty ctae con 
эй pots, leaving he othar ne fe or a itk 





SCART dpa or e g Commodores A1081 montor (EHS 38, but 


youa nne octave range cr sone renati tunan speech 
Yu reed a rd party aon b ge MIDI crga mind you. 


The Arig’ tun n dew is ohan пову nd tuns Son. D toes 
pach BOK oro a 3 5n ik so Cs not a otal das The wo but 
оп толе takes up one ol he machine's wo conte ports. 








Моту standerd RGB, wth no TV ouput 


unes machine, and speaker ally usualy ow acrordrgy 
MO etetaces ore аби but he ST and Mac stl baat he PC 
этот tor he muscaly minded 





Though 5 259 360K des ue sl o standard, he newer 3n 
ТАЖ aves ale коте more common Tare re wo trn 
Joystick standerd, BM (ich analog, and he nom tor older 
hmencan games) and Amstrad (whch takes a standard Nan 
mesa, 








чке the best genes suppor of any machine ший here, he ST 
probaly sil leading he upgrade race Graphies software's some 
Nay behnd he Amiga bu catching up fast wh naw ses rch 
ing he STs tad hardware qute renartaby The ST tun 
MOI port has eared it outstanding support on he music tont. wth 
seme осві packages Nom a wide range o! companies Serious 
software's locking up oo. 





On he ganas Hort he Anqa ros coming ой of he STs shad 
ож a least b Pe eden Pal most ST games sto appear п Anqa. 
от. Uekrtrael Sey ве өй usa sagt conversions tang 
то account ol ta Amiga's ata turre. 

There's a фе range ol эл. vde and anima packages or he 
machine, many of Sen excelert Muse's ets wel catered or but 
‘he buen haar’ got ges рж. 


Tessa vast sotare base tor PCs, bu тийуу few ратив hal 
are goody made standards. This stators ару проиту 
"foa asi be at эд ol tings especaly on he EGA for 
Masc sofware & avalatle (f rather expensive), bul fs олу on tbe 
экол sida of tings Pat ha PC realy wns out 





rt especialy f he price си materalees as expected. The STs 
адау caching he Bit market leaders on numbers ol tes, nc 
wasiy олулррп hem on quay, 


e excellent unde, Pe ST delivers o ris power at an fort 
жесе Is rumbsr оле Kr MIDI tane tif or games and - 
wt mono noni - a great machine lor serious ae as wal 


Looking very bight row harks o Солтон recent pica од 


Prospects tor a PC games boom are god, especialy # Anaradi. 
попой va cheap PC lr clone shows up 





Thon share rakes ta gez gares mice те Amga 
sil ааз fe лите k realy show t ot proper. rs a пу 
for he congue rit however: 


Tre PCs a ine al round macie. and he wot of moder 
comping b youe just ctred in games oc musie, you'd 
best ook eaenhe 
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PREMIER MAIL ORDER 








PREMIER MAIL ORDER 
8 Buckwins Square Burnt Mills 


Basildon sex 5513 1BJ 
Please Send Cheques/P.O's/Access/Visa No. With Order 


P&P Inc U.K. Overseas £2.00 per ite 
All payments to PREMIER MAIL ORDER 


These « s аге avai Mail Order only 





















































































RANDOM 
АССЕ55 


Nar Thrombobo plunges the world ever deeper into the mire but could be facing big trouble in the form of an avenging virus. Another 
batch of ACE odd facts and a couple of TPLs (Totally Pointless Lists). Not forgetting the brain twisting puzzle and crossword, 


‘race Claghandle stared at his toilet mourn 

ly. Hour by hour the water level in the basin 
was rising. His worst nightmares were coming true — 
he'd feared that one day a malevolent spite might 
take control of Grimleythorpsedale's Municipal Sew- 
erage Disposal Plant and reverse the polarity of the 
pumping motors, and here it was actually happening! 
Heaven knows the number of imes he'd written to 
Mr. Tord, the Irish plant superintendent, outining the 
danger. There was no excuse, of course, for those 
replies, and there was some suspicion in tle Horace 
Claghande's mind that his insistence on the problem 
might have helped lead, in some way, to his confine 
ment at ihe Grimleythorpsedale Lunatic Asylum. 

He measured the level in his tolet bow! once 
more, then wiggled across to the door in his strat 
Jacket and banged it with his elbow. No-one pad 
much attention, though — hardy surprising seeing 
that the door was upholstered with thee inches ot 
Acme Schizocomt Luxury insulative Padding. Behind 
him he heard the frst sloping of water on the floor 
as the level in the toilet reached the rim. 

NGar Tivombobo was lonely. The food ol 
reports coming in indicated that his plans to bring the 
Word to ls knees were progressing well, but ће prob 
lem was that there was no-one to worship or applaud 
his greatness, He'd gone through the Sewerage Dis 
posal Plants dala banks many times, but the only 
‘ther sprites he'd encountered were the ones that sat 
in the comer ol the Flow Rate Indicator Diagrams on 
the main pumping station's terminals. These were 
stupid, surly, shovel welding humanoids who were far 
mote interested in focculum colecton and methane 
contol than prostrating themselves belore superior 
intellects. The best he could do by tinkering with their 
feeble animation subroutines was to make them shov- 
l twice as fast every time he made a speech, which 
was somehow rather unsetting 

Eventually, the water level in Horace Claghan 
дез cell reached the ight fiting. Horace Claghandle 
was beginning to think the end was nigh. By pushing 
his face down the neck of he syaijacket and blowing 
held managed to inflate it and keep himself afloat, but 
if he water didnt get him now, the noxious gases 
Would. Several hours-worth of material had bul up in 
the sewers beneath the asylum since the pumping 
motors had been reversed, and since Horace 
Claghandie's room was in the cellars, it was all com- 
ing out of his toilet. 

Then the light fused. A jagged spark flashed 
blue in the sudden darkness, eleven different types of 





The Git 


In The Machine: 
Part 4 


gas, each more noxious than th last, ignited simulta 
neously, and the resulting explosion blew the door off 
the cell. Horace Claghandle was swept out of the 
door and along the corridor on a foaming tide of ей 
vium and straight past the office of Doctor Slammer, 
the asylum director 

Doctor Slammer, you have to ston to me — the 
words in mortal danger? shouted Horace Claghandle 
as he raced past in his overinfated straitjacket. 

Doctor Slammer stopped wring, put down his 
pencil and checked his pulse. 

"t was the gardener who finaly apprehended 
young Claghandle, who'd been left high and not real- 
ly all that dry on the compost heap by the subsiding 
flood. Thinking he'd discovered some kind of mutated 
albino marrow, the gardener had pricked the object 
with his pitchfork, and had then nodded wisely when 











RANDOM ACCESS 


"he alien vegetable screamed and deflated explosive: 
ly, cicumnavigaing the compost heap three times 
before coming to rest amidst the rhubarb 

"You must be тай! said Doctor Slammer as 
Horace Claghandle told him his theory 

"But ifs true, Doctor Slammer. Its happened at 
last ka | always said it would’ 

‘We left you locked up in that room too long. 
said Doctor Slammer, thinking more of the huge 
quantty of efluent that had been disQorged with 
young Claghandee rather than any effec the confine- 
теп might have had on his mental condition, 

"There's only one way to stop him: said Horace 
Claghande, ‘and for that | need to use your Amoeba. 

"Well [m nol sure | can let you use my own per. 
sonal computer’ said Doctor Slammer бойу, 
brushing chocolate biscuit crumbs off his foral dress 
and puting down his binoculars, Just what is it you 
intend to do? 

"Tm going to write a rus! said Horace Claghan 
de with a gint in his eye. 

‘Oh dear! said Doctor Slammer, who'd only just 
recovered from a nasty cod. 

‘Oh dear! said the parrot on his shoulder, 

"Oh dear! said NGar Thrombobo, whold been 
monitoring the conversation via Doctor Slammers 
telephone. 
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5 Star Complaton мю = Lancet 
1943 Bae о Момау 1390 1590 | | Major Monon. 
Aaargh — qaso | | Maps sanc. 
Acton Serves Tso 11:90 | | Menace (Draconis 
‘Alen Syndrome 1490 1490 | | Momie Малог 
Anemale Real! mao 1150 | | Motor Bke Madness 
‘Arcade Force Four 159 - Nebuus 
Bataranior2(Pa). 90 1750 | |Мегеҗиш 
Batochess (EA) — лево | | Night Racer 
Bards Tale? oF 2(EA)-. 4680 1620 | |NManserGrarorx 
Brow 1290 1590 | |Neteen Pan One 
Black Tiger 1290 1590 | | Operaton wor 

т Barrels ms» no | [Ол 
Bubble Ghost. v9 11.90 | | Озера Ovmoc Challenge, 
Brano тю no | [растала 
Buggy Boy пто sagof | Poot of Radiance 
Calloma Games 1290 1590 | | Powersome, 
Garner Command. 1490 1450 | | vs Saga 
Отот Quest 1790 1790 | | Prowet D (Back upi 
Corruption 14901490 | | Rambo 
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HOMESOFT (UK) 


Software and Hardware 







ALMOST PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST MAIL ORDER/RETAILER IN EUROPE 





Orders 
iched 





By 1st Class 
Май 


Despat. 
within 12 Hours 


Access Card Amiga 500 + Modulator 
опе 
E Joystick & Software 


ONLY £370.00 








Chest 








Magnum Joystick 


PERIPHERALS 
шы EJ 


Corgerton Pro 5000 Joystick 
Mach 1: Joysion 

Cheetah 125+ Josten. 

QARA Pus Jorio 

Озата! Tuto уяна. 

Мелоди Joys 





135 
120 
580 
$70 
538 
1055 
499 
930 


worth of Software, 
Joystick & PDs 
ONLY £348.00 








payable tc 





Please make cheques, POs 





: Homesoft boxes around. 











FOR NEW RELEASES AND ITEMS NOT LISTED 
PLEASE PHONE 





THE ACE PUZZLE NO9 
Set by Archie Medes 


“Jamie has decided to reat himsel! to a brand new computer system for Christmas. 
Drawing out is savings rom the bank, he was soon trying out the latest systems at 
the nearest computer realers. Aer much detberatin he decided on the Superehip 
Mk? which comes complete with an integral VOU screen and disk drive. The new sys- 
lem cost him EXACTLY wo thirds of he cash he had. 

А dust cover, as an optional exa, cost him а further £4.99. Reabsing that he 
would need some software, he had soon selected a number of packages. Having 
already рай lor the computer and dust cover, he counted his remaining cash and 
found the software he wanted would now cost two thirds of this residue. A couple of 
books cost him a further £19.99. 

After paying for hese tems some blank disks caught his eye. These cost one 
quarter of the money that he had pad tor the sofware, Finaly a joystick cost him six 
sevenths of the amount remaining. 

‘On leaving the shop with his purchases, he realised held forgotten е most important 
thing of al ав һе had exactly £1.50 lef, he nipped back ino the shop and soon 
‘emerged with a huge grin on his face and the latest copy of ACE under his am! 


Can you say how much money he started the day with? 


Instead of working the puzzle out with perci and paper, why not devise a simple Ising 
"hat wil alow your micro to solve it tor you? 





SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO PRIZE PUZZLE 9, ACE, 4 QUEEN 
STREET, BATH BA1 1EJ. CLOSING DATE DECEMBER STH. 
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HOMESOFT (UK) DEPT (ACE) 


PO BOX 49 LEYLAND, LANCASHIRE PR5-1DG 






All prices 


ADD 


* GOODS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 
OFFER ENDS 31st January 1989. HOMESOFT (UK) CARES FOR ITS CUSTOMERS 


т 78072 794067 


single digits. 


A six by six grid can be dissected into 616 component numbers. Fo 
example, a line of six digits also holds two five-digit numbers, three 
digit numbers, four three- digit numbers, five two digit numbers, and 






TEL:0772-452414 
VAT & Postage, Hardware. 
(00 Europe Per Нет, Courier 


„деа 








SOLUTION TO THE АСЕ 


PUZZLE 
NO7 


The first correct entry out of the postbag was Bob Whitaker of Cambridge 


There are 116 different multiples of seven in the grid. These are 





who wins £25 worth of software. 

shown below. 

7 u n 5 в E] E] 5 
в п ы E] з 19 v w 
ж-ш NOR = а и ш 
2 MM м шю ы m ш 
G ш 9» M па ти G G NN 
юз am um ал с е т ат 
“з 45 WM ел ев ви әв т 
T5 тт MB п шю ли эв кё 
вп 7 иж жн жш лм пы ат 
атат 4997 л бш вий E өт тд 
TST HIA алп з тм е жи DM 
ПЫ CE тыў 8902 "7 шв из жш 
ASSI 491743 498162 5807 — T7294 тө л TEST 
зш 






520 STFM Xmas Super! 
Pack Includes £450.00 












Check us for the lowest 
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"WIN AN ST 
OR FREE 
SOFTWARE" 


AMIGA SOFTWARE 


















"WIN AN ST 
OR FREE 
SOFTWARE" 


ATARI ST SOFTWARE 


Gifford Soft 
21 Whernside Avenue 


Ashton-Under-Lyne 
Lancs. OL6 8UY 


ATARI ST SOFTWARE 
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Rather than just send О! for software why not enter our great prize draw competiion with a fantastic Atari ST plus, the op three ST games inthe Gallup software chart at the 
time of the draw as first prize, plus a hundred pound and a fity pound software vouchers lor second and third place respectively and just 10 ensure that there are no losers 
We will give a 10% discount voucher o ай the other entrants. To enter the competition all you have to do is send your order along with the coupon on this page and for every 


len pounds you spend we will give you one entry into our prize draw. All entes must be in by the 31st of December and the draw wil be held on the 14th of January. Winners 
names will be published in Ace and other Computer Magazines 


GIFFORD SOFT(ACE) 
21 WHERNSIDE AVENUE, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, LANCS. OL6 8UY 











HOMEVIEW 
A 296 Brockley Road, Brockley A 
London SE4 2RA 
ATARI Tel: 01-691 0207 ATARI 


DEALER DEALER 









Complete range of Atari Computer Hardware and Software, 
also large range of Amiga, Sega Hardware and Sofware 


THE FIRST No. 1 ST DEALER IN SOUTH EAST LONDON 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1983 


IER 
Жетем re uas iis ive [эх Aven нню) sreases 
Sms TF Ме ve ne tago ar Shave Spec 
уи 500 £37200 рше 
— Gone Co too | [re ons orë 
EE zoo [caD 30 venen stairs 
RES toas | [rox aac pom шз 
Bar LC Shoot А 0 [ras base Do : БЕЯ 
re озю | en wos boos TTT 8те 
d элю | eres oso РЕНА 
sma Manus (a) ms HE 
ENTERTAINMENT Sign 2245 
VIDEO LIBRARY SOFTWARE OUR SPECIALITY 4 е STIAMGA £17 95 
ST & PC VERSIONS yond ке Palace. s STAMIGA £17.95 
АМАН? 35 
susmess É: 1 AMGA ES 
The Dacor vdeo уму Samare 54025 STAMGA £2245 
ores Maer Der 3 AMIGA 622 35 
Eze Sea Bak š AMA £36.98 
IS YOUR SAGE ACCOUNTANT TOO SLOw? sess AMIGA £17.45 
CONVERSION OF ST DATA TO IDM PC VERSION AVALLABL Ss ; AMIGA Eas 
а SECA Ses 
[e jecur "m сна SEGAR 
Ba tec £20597 Situs SEGA £2370 
Соло 78 SEGA 2370 
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COMMODORE AMIGA A500 


РАСКА 


‘amiga AS0 
Mouse Conroler 
Workbench 2 
жа Exes 
Owners Handbook 
"Base Maral 


ому 
935995 


ATARI 520STFM 


PACK A 
ar S20STFM 
Bot tm Deve 
Mouse Corolar 
21 Gamo Sofware Pack 


PACK B PACK C 
ATARUS20STFM Atari S20STFM 
‘with Al tems т With A tems tn 
Pack A ^ 
i Mouse Mat 
isk Bor For 80 Disks 
“en Вала Disks 
Twin Joystick Lead 
ERI 
"ом 
Ою 


вөзз 
our 
Montor 


ому 
24 


Арм 


Pius Freell_Ony From Mai Cana -A Supers Sofware Stri Pack Сотту 





PLUSIIT PAY IN CASH OR BY CHEQUE (NOT CREDIT CARDS) ON ANY OF THE ABOVE 
|AMIGA PACKS AND WE WILL GIVE YOU 10 BLANK DISKS AND A MOUSE MAT. 


Ps 
[2] 
Colour 
Monitor 
£240.95 


Competton 
rg 8000 
Black 
кум 


Euromax 
[^ 


ГРА 
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5 5555555555 
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bee 

ss: 


MAIL 


[EE к а E Tos 
MX eap hodie um 
meses er e en e EE tune 
EE sor ы СИЕТ 


soos 
Vinyl 

Computer 
Cover 
ёз 


ловом 
35 


Gi 


Euromax Gunshot 
з B 
Aube. 


Josie E 


CENTA 
CAMPBELL ST, BELPER, DERBY. DES 1AP. 


TEL: 0773 826830 








The program works by first dissecting the grid into йв component val- 
ues and storing these in the array L$(616). The order of the digits in the 
grid are first read from the DATA lines at the end of the listing. The first 
two DATA lines contain the horizontal and vertical lines respectively, 
while the second two contain the two sets of diagonal values. The two 


FOR/NEXT loops at lines 160 and 170 split each of these lines into as 
many smaller parts as they contain, each in tum being stored in the array 
(line180). This results in 290 different values, each having from two to six 
digits. Lines 200 to 260 complete the array by computing the reverse of 
‘each of the values so far obtained. Single digit values are not considered 
at this stage as there is only the one acceptable value (7) and this is 
accounted for later, 


THE Listing 

100 DIM G$ (30),L(616) 

110 FOR Let TO 30 READ Z$: GS(L)=ZS:NEXT 
1201-1 

130 PRINT “DISSECTION OF GRID IN PROGRESS” 


1 170 FOR D=2 TO Q-S+1 
1 180 L$(L)=MIDS(Z$,S,D): L=L+1 
190 NEXT: NEXT: NEXT 
200 FOR L=291 TO 580 
210 Z$=L$(L-290): R$-" * 
220 FOR F=1 TO LEN (Z$) 
230 R$=MIDS(Z$,F,1)+RS 
240 NEXT 
25019-85 
260 МЕХТ 
270L-L-1 
280 PRINT'DIVISIBILITY TEST IN PROGRESS” 
290 FOR F=1 TOL 
300 V-VAL (LS(F)) 





‘The 580 values so far obtained are next tested for divisibilty by 7 
(ines 280 to 320). I! your computer has a MOD function, this can be. 
used as an alternative. Any value falling the test has that section of the. 
array cancelled (ine 310). Finally, all duplications are removed in the 
routine at lines 330 to 370. Once this has been done a count is made of 
ali remaining values in the array. The count is started а! 1 (line 390) to 
take account of the single-digit value 7 which we can see is present in 
the grid. 


NOTE: This listing will run on any machine capable of 
using Microsoft BASIC. 


310 IF V/7<>INT(V/7) THEN LS(Flj= * 

320 NEXT 

330 PRINT "REMOVE DUPLICATIONS" 

340 FOR A=1 TO 615. 

350 FOR B=A+1 TO 616 

360 IF VALILS(A))« VAL(LS(B)) THEN L$(B)=" * 

370 NEXT: NEXT 

380 PRINT "PRINT RESULTS AND COUNT TOTAL" 

390 T-1: REM(TO REPRESENT THE SINGLE DIGIT 7) 
400 FOR F=1 TO 616 

410 IF LS(F)<>" "THEN PRINT LS(F): T=T+1 

420 NEXT 

430 PRINT: PRINT TOTAL: 

440 END 

450 DATA 430674,794367,518217,347194,749567 783972 
460 DATA 475377,391448,048793,632159,761967 477472. 
470 DATA 73,590,3146,74837,747264,89117,3597,964,77 
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BATH COMPUTER SHACK 


YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO GO ELSEWHERE 





***ATARI SUPER PACK*** 


Atari 520stfm, 1 meg drive, 22 games and a 
joystick ONLY £349.00 
Atari 520stfm 1 meg drive £269.00 
Atari 1040stfm now with modulator ONLY 
£419.00 
Atari 1040stfm with s m 124 high resolution 
mono monitor 
Atari SH205 Hard Disc 


Atari SM124 High Res Monitor £119.00 
Atari SC1224 Colour Monitor £339.00 
Atari SL804 Lazer Printer £1049.00 


ATARI MEGA'S AND PC'S 
Please call for our very best prices, you won't be 
disappointed. 








DISCS & BOXES 
At UNBEATABLE Prices 





10 x 3.5" DS DD Discs in Box £9.95 
25 x 3.5" DS DD Disc in 40 box £25.00 
25 x 5.25" Discs £8.50 
100 x 5.25" Discs £29.95 


Above Discs Certified & Guaranteed 


























MONITORS 
ST88 (CM8833 in streamline case) £259.00 
Philips CM8833 £259.00 
Philips CM8852 £299.00 
*NB: All above prices include lead. 
PRINTERS 
Citizen 120D £159.00 
Panasonic KXP1081 £175.00 
Star LC10 (with spare ribbon) £215.00 
Star LC10 colour £265.00 
Star NB24-10 (free sheetfeeder) £449.00 
*NB: All above prices include lead. 
COMMODORE 
AMIGA 500, Deluxe Paint, 10 Discs and a free 
game £389.00 


Full range of PC's in stock please call for our 
very best prices. 








40 Cap 3.5" Lockable Box £4.99 
80 Cap 3.5" Lockable Box £7.99 
100 Cap 3.5" Lockable Box £9.99 
AMSTRAD 
Amstrad PC1640 DD Mono £689.00 
Amstrad PC1640 SD Mono £559.00 
Amstrad PC1640 HD ECD £1349.00 
Amstrad PC1512 DD Colour £725.00 


BOX OO OO OE GA AO AOI OO OO Goo oe 


Amstrad PC1640 DD Mono, DMP4000 Printer, 


Wordstar, Supercalc 3.1, Accounts Master 
ONLY £899.00 


KU 


All other models available, please call for our 
very best prices. 








Amstrad PPC512S £429.00 
Amstrad PPC512D £499.00 
Amstrad PPC640S £549.00 
Amstrad PPC640D £629.00 
ACCESSORIES 
Handykap Keyboard Cover £7.95 
Monitor Stand £24.95 
Mouse Mats £4.50 
Monitor Master (ST Only) £35.00 
Mouse Master (ST & Amiga) £24.95 








All prices include VAT & Delivery 
All Hardware is sent by next day courier. 


8c Chelsea Road 
Lower Weston 
Bath 
Avon 
ВАІ 3DU 
FAX: (C 


TEL: (0225) 25) 446827 


Access & Visa orders welcome. 
Mail order address below. 
MAIL DER 
Units 11/12 White Hays South 
West Wilts Trading Estate 


TEL: (0373) 85 

















SOUND & VISION 


COMPUTERS 
TELEPHONE: 09252 20257 





‘Computers, Software, hardware, both TV and Video repairs with FREE estimates. 
Registered Acorn, Amstrad, Atari and Commodore dealers. 
I mean what more could anyone ask for from a computer store like 
SOUND & VISION 





Barbarian 2 ....... £7.95 Last Ninja 2... £7.95 
All £9.95 Games £6.95 All £1.99 Games - Buy 2 get 1 FREE 





Atari ST 1MB £259.00 inc VAT Atari ST Superpack. 








Atari 500 Printer Colour monitor (1084), Computer starter kit, Wordprocessor, 

Database, Spreadsheet and Deluxe paint, all for only. £555.00 inc VAT 
Amiga 500 wlth (1094) Colour monitor nly... E 450.00 inc VAT 
Amiga 500 with Modulator only. š 350.00 inc VAT 
Citizen 120-D Printer Oniy.. mee 1110.00 inc VAT 


SOUND & VISION SUPERDEAL 
Atari ST tm Imb Printer (120-0) Gauntlet 1, Gunship, Carrier Command, Dungeon Master 
All for onh 





Coming Soon: AYESHEA 
for the Archimedes, ST & Amiga - AYESHEA skiltully uses 256 colours and the game is a cross between Codename Droid and The Great Giana 
constant presence of speech and the sprites эге generated by the Arc's editor. This wil enable you to change ог design your own Characters al a 
price of £19.95. The release date is 201 Sapt. 1988 for ће Archimedes and 29th Зер! 1988 tor the Amiga and ST. 





Please send cheques/PO's Io 
Sound & Vision Computers 
178 Wargrave Road, Newion Le Willows, Merseyside, WAT2 BJR 


Мы! Order No: 09252 7396 24 hr Helpline Service: 08252 3912 
NOTE: Sound & Vision Computers are NOT on conjuction with Sound N Vision in Legh. 





THE ACE PRIZE 
CROSSWORD NO9 


Set by Mips. 


The first correct entry taken from the postbag wins software worth £25.00. 
Closing date for entries November 3rd. 

The ACE crossword is cryptic. The answer might be an anagram, or 
formed from the end ol one word and the beginning of another, or simply 
hinted at by the clue. Most - but not quite all - of the answers are comput 
er-related. 


ACROSS 
5. San they ripped in game - its madness! (8) 

7. Surrounded by dancing maid charcaters (4) 

8. Warms up in preliminary races (5) 

9. See 6 down, 

10. Lose Jonah playing game that never was from Piranha (4.5) 
11. Friends returning to war game (9) 

14. Dune’ man rewrote for software house (7) 

15. See 13 down 

17. Yield from seed, say (4) 

18. A kid, Nora, playing Ocean game (8) 


DOWN 
1. Get your teeth into, say, some data (4) 
2. Bird game from Mirorsoft (6) 
3. Point to computer language fundamentals (6) 
4. Put the boot in, say, at beginning of Mirrorsoft game (8) 
6 & 9 ac. Game causing a complete blackout (5,7) 
10. Gremiin's strong man (8) 
SEND TO: PRIZE CROSSWORD 9, ACE, 4 QUEEN STR: 11. Dreads becoming unhappier (6) 
BATH, BA1 1EJ. CLOSING DATE DECEMBER 54TH. 12. Book of the year (6) 
13 & 15 ac. Greet Rene running around blockhead's Imagine game (5.5) 
16. Be up to no good (4) 
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12 SANDPIPER CLOSE, LONGRIDGE PARK, COLCHESTER, ESSEX. CO4 3GE 


36a Osborne St, Access We will match any price advertised by BARCLAYCARD 5a Dogs Head St, 
Colchester, another company providing the advert Ipswich, 

, is a current issue and not a special d 
Essex. offer. Please state the magazine and Suffolk. 
(0206) 560638 (0473) 57158 


PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW ON (0206) 869668 (0206) 863193 
ATARI ST ATARI ST AMIGA 
aen Seton 


[d = = 


[2 Fa aite 


[m 





Tren o А 





С PRICES. 
R.R.P. £12.99 = £8.99 RRP. £14.99 = £10.50 R.R.P, £17.95 


TITLE SPEC CBM TITLE 

[rem ri im eremo 45 in 
Бр im Iz in m 
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"od Sie ern, am tm 
‘ares Wow: Сават an im 
ow Ee = эю 
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Cheques & Postal Orders payable to SOFTSELLERS. Post & Packing Free in U.K. 
“Overseas £1.50 per item. Shop prices may vary, but personal callers can claim approx 10% 
off R.R.P. on production of this advert. 





















T.S 


Mail Order 
135 Bellegrove Rd, Welling, 


Kent. DA16 3QS 
Tel:- 01-303-4473 Ext 21 



















16 Bit Specialists 
25% OFF ALL R.R.P 


© LEAGUE AND MON LEAGUE Al 
+ £1.00 voucher with orders over £20.00 


and do the non ыў sides chen used on pools coupon 


PRICE £18.00 (all inclusive) 















pu COURSEWINNER үз 55255577 


EXAMPLES 


ТИЕ PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM 4ccasonai peers air | RRP OUR PRICE 
E 29.99 2249 
24.99 18.74 
19.99 14.99 
14.99 1124 
9.99 749 
7.98 5.99 


599 449 













Ali despatched within 7 working days 
Cheques & Postal Orders should be made payable to 


ATS Mail Order 


8 BIT TITLES & HARDWARE AVAILABLE 
GO ON GIVE US A RING 








Тал, 
62 ALTRINCHAM RD, GATLEY, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE SKB (DP t 061-4281425 











THIS MONTH'S 
LISTS 


The ACE team have been bursting with list ideas again but [i 19] Т PRO. RAMME! 
P: r- эт! B'e Al Yu 
these were the only three that were printable, FROM IHE э 's AN kasha 


TOP 10 FUNNY L 





5. Tiger Feet - Mud 
6. ABC - The Jackson Five 

7. Ready Teddy - Little Richard 

8. River - King Trigger 

9. Pump up the Volume - MARRS 
10. Rhythm Stick - lan Dury and the Blockheads 






















Тор 10 TV Programmes from the 50's and 60's 













T Mason коные 
2. Marine Boy 

Opus (Bloom County, The Guardian) vibe 

Calculus Cat (Escape) S Hawai Five-O 

The Tree Bears (The Beano) 

John the Monkey (If... The Guardian) зва 


Lamont the Buffalo (Badger) 1 Dream of Jeanie 


1 
2 

3 

n 

Б The Addams Famil 
6, The Penguin (f... s Family 
8. 

9. 

1 


8 
9. Stingray 
10. Mister Ed 








Bill the Cat (Bloom County) 
Firkin (it has slipped our minds what he's in) 
Bullwinkle J. Moose (Rocky and Bullwinkle) 
0. SPG the Hamster (The Young Ones) 


1, Sex Machine - James Brown 

2, Somebody to Love - The Blues Brothers 
3, Ballroom Blitz - Sweet 

4, The Theme from S-Express - S-Express 
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сеш йа жишк yep e крс cae cates Europe 
please эда £1.00 per tem. Please state make and model of computer. We apologise tor any alteration or omission since going to press. А DIVISION OF SOFTWARE CITY 





TELEPHONE 
0782 281544 











THE NEW ROYAL EDITION 





ому; 


Pd A Right Royal Joystick 
4 > 





@aurorme 
METAL SHAFT 
@ 12 MONTH WARRANTY 


omy... £10 95 




















£ Computer Adventure World 


WE STOCK OVER 2500 TITLES & SPECIALISE IN 


ADVENTURES FANTASY WARGAMES STRATEGY 


SIMULATIONS CANADA WARGAMES FOR ST-C64-IBM AT £35.00 
COMPUTER MODERATED BOARD WARGAMES FOR ONE OR TWO PLAYERS 
KURSK CAMPAIGN ... WWII- THE GREATEST TANK BATTLE IN HISTORY 
OPERATION OVERLORD ... THE ALLIED INVASION OF EUROPE IN WWII 
TO THE RHINE ...THE ALLIED DRIVE AGAINST THE GERMAN HEARTLAND 
ROMMEL AT GAZALA .. THE DESERT FOX & MOBILE DESERT WARFARE 
MOSCOW CAMPAIGN ............ WWII THE MASSIVE GERMAN OFFENSIVE 
IN HARMS WAY ......... TACTICAL NAVAL COMBAT IN PACIFIC FROM 1943 
WE ALSO HAVE MODERN NAVAL Tih. FLEET, GREY SEAS,5th. ESCADRA 
WW//: BATTLE FOR ATLANTIC,FALL GELB,STALINGRAD 
GOLAN FRONT : PLEASE CHECK FORMAT AVAILABILITY 


STRATEGY - WARGAME - R.P G_ GAMES IMPORTED FROM USA 


PALADIN ... FANTASY RPG,10 SCENARIOS OR DIY ... ST-AMIGA 
BREACH ... SCI-FI SPACE MARINE WARGAME / RPG . ST-AMIG. 
BREACH SCENARIO DISC .. 16 MORE SCENARIOS . ST-AMIGA 
WIZARDRY | OR II ... DUNGEON FANTASY RPG ... C64 & IBM ... £39.50 
NOBUNAGAS AMBITION ... 'SHOGUN' WARGAME RPG .. ІВМ .... £ 42.50 
WARSHIP FROM SSI ... PACIFIC NAVAL WARFARE IN WWII . ST .. £39.50 
GREAT BATTLES (4) AUSTERLITZ TO GETTYSBURG ...... SI; 
PANZER STRIKE . DE ED TACTICAL ARMORED COMBAT . C64 .. £29 
GOLD OF THE REALM ..... FANTASY RPG PARTY QUEST ..... ST ..... 


FOR THE SPORT S ENTHUSIAST - IMPORTED FROM THE USA 


3 IN 1 FOOTBALL .. STATS BASED INC. LEAGUE PLAY .. ST ....: £32.50 
SUPER SUNDAY . US F'BALL GREAT GRAPHICS & DETAIL. C64 £28.50 
SS MANAGER DISC ... EXPANDS THE ABOVE GREATLY ... C64: £22.50 
M'LEAGUE BASEBALL FANTASTIC GRAPHIC SIMULATION . ST- £42.50 
M'LG. OWNER DISC . ADDS GREAT DETAIL TO THE ABOVE .. ST ... £25 
WE ALSO HAVE TEAMS DISCS FOR SUPER SUNDAY & MICROL'G BASEBALL 


LATEST OFFICIAL ' ADVENTURE HINT BOOKS - 


DUNGEONMASTER . £8.95 : ULTIMA 3 OR 4. £7.95: WASTELAND. £8.95 
BARD'S TALE 1 OR 2 .. £6.50 OR 3 AT £8.95 : “QUEST FOR CLUES" .. £19.75 

































SEND LARGE SAE FOR FREE 20 PAGE PRICE LIST 
INCLUDES ST AMIGA IBM PCW ATARI COMMODORE AMSTRAD APPLE BBC SPECTRUM 


PAYMENT : VISA - MASTERCARD - UK CHEQUE - EURO / GIRO CHQUE 
POSTAGE UK FREE : PER GAME EUROPE £2.00 ELSEWHERE £4.00 


£ Computer Adventure World 2 


Bank Buildings, 1A Charing Cross, Birkenhead L41 6EJ 
Telephone: 051-666 1132 








"2, Priory Red, Newport, М of Wight, P030 SJU. 





IDS «^ NEWPORT (I.W) BUSINESS SUPPLIES 


INTEGRATED DIGITAL SYSTEMS DIS KS 





Specialised in the repair of all major 
makes of computer hardware and 
accessories. 





LOCKABLE 3.5" DISK SPECIAL VALUE PACK 
STORAGE BOXES 


i 30 Cap. box 10 disks 
Û Free Estimates sien ы £15.45 





Û 48 Hour Turn Around 


OUR PRICES INCLUDI 
V.A.T. multi-coloured disk lal 


О 24 Hour Service Repeat Order Discount Form 
(Account Customers Only) 














RDERFORM BLOCK CAPITALS PLEAS 
SA pian paper and please ndoa Sop PAP 


CALL NOW WITH NO OBLIGATION... 


on CARDIFF (0222) - 473757 
(24 Hour Message Service) 


WE'RE IN BUSINESS POSTAGE AND PACKING 
TO SERVE YOUS 


























‘Cha Po. payable to Newport (LW.) Business Supplies 








ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT 


HSV COMPUTER SERVICE LIMITED (ACE) 
23, Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke, RG21 1LG 





DISKS UNBRANDED LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


Quantity 10 20 30 an 50 100 
31/2" DS/DD 1357! 9.95 18.95 27.95 3695 45.95 89.99 
All 31/2" Disks come complete with labels 


51/4" 05/00  48TPI 5.95 8.95 11.95 14.95 17.95 33.95 
05/00 96TPI 695 995 1395 1695 1995 3795 

All 51/4" Disks Supplied with write protect tabs, labels and envelopes 
and come with our no quibble money back or replacement guarantee 





DISKETTE STORAGE BOXES BOXES WITH DISKS 


\пде Lid Lockable 
inged Lid Lockable 50 x 5 1⁄4" Disks + 100 Cap Box 05/00 23.95 DSQD £25.95, 
120 x 5 1/4" Hinged Lid Lockable 100 x 5 1/4" Disks +120 Cap Box DS/DD 39.95 DSQD .843.95 





40 x 3 1/2" Hinged Lid Lockable 20 x 3 1/2" Disks + 40 Cap Вох 05/00 £23.95 
100 x 3 1/2" Hinged Lid Lockable 50 x 3 1/2" Disks + 100 Cap Box DS/DD £49.95 





10 x 3" Hinged Lid — Holds 10 (cased) 5 x 3" CF2 Disks + AMS20 Вох £19.95 
20 x 3" Hinged Lid — Holds 20 (cased) 





CONTINUOUS STATIONERY Qty DUST COVERS 
(Micro Perf All Edges) 500 1,000 2000 Amstrad CPC 464 2 Pce (Mono or Colour) 
9.5" x 11” 60 GSM guo 2950 81455 Amstrad CPC 6128 2 Рсе (Mono or Colour) 


TTA aum 





5" (2across) 

across) 
5" (2across) 75 Amstrad LQ 3500 
1.5" (Gacross) I 


Credit Card == | 
кч Hotline (0256) 463507 Faxline (0256) 841018 = Minimum order чам ИШИН 


ш 


ге-------- 








S.D.C. 60 Boston Road, London, W7 3TR 


Other branches — 309 Goldhawk Road, London, W12 8EZ 
18 Market Square, Leighton Buzzard, Beds 
(OPEN 7 DAYS 10am - 8pm) 


PRICE PROMISE 


It you wish to purchase any product from our list and find that 
you can buy the same product cheaper from another mail order| 
company, simply enclose the lower amount, stating the name о! 
the other company and where you saw the advert. (It must be the| 
current issue). Price Promise does not apply to other companies} 
‘Special Otters’ 
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$5 

















татка 
vinos Spesug huir uomen 
paries uet Tube Maduras 
NB: NOT ALL TITLES MAY BE RELEASED ON ALL FORMATS. PLEASE RING TO CONFIRM AVAILABILITY 
f m — — — — — А ыам ы МОТ LISTED PLEASE CONTACT US, FOR PRICES AND LISTS 
S.D.C. ORDER FORM (ACE DEC) Nd 
Please send the following tiles. BLOCK capitals please! mount 
Type of computer 








Address 














Total Enclosed £ Tel. No. 


Please make cheques or postal orders payable to S.D.C ЕЧ = 
Prices include P&P within the U.K: Europe please add £1.00 per tape: 
Elsewhere please add €1.50 extra per tape. 




















---MAIL SOFT--- 
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ҮЗРРРЕНЕЗЕУШЕРТЕЕЗВРНРЕЕЕН ВЕЄВЕРРВЕВВРВРРРР Epub 


ЕЗЕШШЫН R S Б ER E SRPSRR Б SE ШЕШ 


EUROPE'S LARGEST 
SOFTWARE ATARI MAIL ORDER 


EXPRESS (021) 3283585 ENS 








А - МАСІС Turbodizer (VIDEO) 


The A-Magic Turbo-Dizer was developed especially for the Atari St. It is one of the fastest video-digitizers on the market. 
Simply plug the small (12 x 7 x 3cm) black box to your ST's ROMport (Mega ST also) and you're ready for action. From now on 
you can display everthing on your SM 124/125 or colour monitor. All you need is a PAL-videosignal, which is supplied by any 

, video-camera or VCI 


You can digitize using your ST in 2 - 32 graylevels and process with the image using the following programs: Degas (Elite), Neo- 
chrome, Colorstar, Monostar (+), STAD, Art-Director, D.R.A.W... 


With two grey levels it is possible to digitize up to 25 pictures per second (realtime). 
What else can you do with the digitizer 


Advertising - Illustrations - Room Monitoring - Animation - Sideshows 
Technical data: 
Hardware: — resolution 640 x 400 


Z рей contracts — NEW 
— кшй кин 


Software: — resolutions 640 x 400, 320 x 200 i 
— gray levels 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, either red, blue, green or gray £149.95inc VAT. 








At 212/213 BROAD STREET BIRMINGHAM B15 2JP (021) 643 9100, 
9, EXETER STREET, PLYMOUTH. PL4 9AQ (0752) 265276 
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° THE SPACE WHICH U FILL 
1] 
4 Small ads, club announcements, event details, pen pals, offers of help — all these and 
" more on offer here. A unique way of contacting tens of thousands of like-minding 
1 computer users. 
Я We're particularly keen to receive entries to the Helpline offering assistance on 
| particular games you may have solved - adventures or others. Or offering technical 
2 expertise on aspects of particular machines. 
1 
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CHAMPIONSHIP SOCCER 


OVER 100К OF PURE FOOTBALL MANAGEMENT 


FEATURES: 4 Divisions of 20 Teams af IK players Full league sesum FA. L 
Euro cups. Full esl 1000 player names and sk 
scorer, Penalties. Bookings. Sendin Eur time. В: 

Transfer market. Player Уч. Replays, Team Formations 1 

Legs Penalty shoot out ls. Wages + MUCH. MUCH MORE 


SPECTRUM +3 DISC 299 SPECTRUM ID 
SPECTRUM ЗАҚ & COMMODORE 6 £A 


STD SOFTWARE 


NOTE: not all features available on tape w 
all prices include PsP and VAT 
make Cheyues/P0' payable о STD SOFTWARE 


8, GLENBROOK WALK, FAREHAM 
HANTS, PO14 ЗАН 


‘Amiga 500 with Free ТУ Modulator. 5 Top Games. D Paint Now only. 
ASQU as above plus Cumana Disk Drive. 

Amiga 500 wih A1084 Hi-res Colour Monitor, 5 Yop Games etc. 

Ata 520 STEM with Modulator and 22 Top Games 

Alan 1040 STEM as above pius 


Amiga 500 Super Charger, 14 24 MHz-68.000 Replacement CPU 


Cumana ASOQST Disk Dive £95 ӨӨ 
512K АБО! RAM with clock... E129 
20MB Hard Disk [^1 
Степ 1200 Printer with Cable . £159. 
Epson LOS00 24 pn Primor ^ £379 Cannon Colour niet 
'Овсо on e RAP! Just a smal secto Phone or tend a SAE 


5 1° Disk Оте Amiga 
МВ RAM ку элу Amiga 500 
TV Tunar 
STAR LC: 


P.O. Box 2, Skegness, Lincs РЕ25 2QL. 
Telephone (0754) 610217 


WORLDWIDE 
SOFTWARE 
1 Bridge Street 
Galashiels TD1 1SW 


[ZZ 
— 


iari ST Stare 
E 


сото amiga Soter 


"ATARI XL/XE: AMIGA: SPECTRUM: COMMODORE 64: BBC: COMMODORE ATARI ST: IBM 





All Computer Prices are being 
savagely slaughterei 
Phone NOW for amazing deals:- 
01-760-0274 


ATARI 520 STFM — PLUS FREE mouse mat, disk box, joystick 
extension cable and Quick Shot Il joystick .................. £289.99 


ATARI 520 STFM SUPER PACK — PLUS £400.00 FREE 
software, plus mouse mat, disk box, joystick extension cable 
and joystick = „£375.99 


AMIGA A500 — PLUS FREE T.V Modulator, Deluxe Paint, Disk 
Box and Mouse Mat ... £389.99 


COMMODORE 64 - PLUS FREE Data Recorder and 10 
FREE Games............. 


WANTED!! Dead or Alive Second Hand Atari ST + 
Commodore Amigas - Any condition - Good prices paid 


139.99 |° 


[er 
at discount 
S RŠ MADE PAYABLE TO: 


m РАК EE Croydon; M 





“SOFTWARE: 


CRO 1YD 
[Pies note VAT and Postage, Penge akow 7 daya delivery 


WORLDWIDE 
‘SOFTWARE 
49 Stoney Street 
Nottingham NG1 1LX 


Access 


m 


ma 











rae 


North, Scotland, м. ireland 
5704 


KS Се Card Order 











FAST DELIVERY OF ALL STOCK ITEMS BY FIRST CLASS MAIL IN UK 
‘Speci! Overseas Service Dy Aur Mas Worawae 


rect Card Orders Acc 


sac By Prone Or Май 
зол nes 
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games ine. Magnificent 7, Sal tor £400 то 
C700 Te: Phi on Homchurh 54007 anar 
Spm. Sl boxed. 


NINTENDO GAMES CONSOLE, The Nintendo | 2547. 
Robo and accessories, The Zapper Gun and 3 
game салде and a harhar 12 games wor 


approx E50. Sel for £295 оло. Phone Jonn sene recorder (including lad) and magazines, | sich and nace plus C200 wo of games 

‘acon 285830 2 mors ой, cost £370. Set tor 1707 Phone - | Bores and leads Айе good condition £45, 
Lgl (Saroy) 832728 Tet: 0707 322170 

ATARI ST GAMES tor sale, very latest £3 each, 

P Scheurwate PO Box 69, 880 AD AMSTRAD CPCAGA computer pis TY modus. | SPECTRUM GAMES: over 150 tor saie inct- 

Rider Holand or pas DMP 3000 dot mat printer, 24 AA. ing Олл, Обет, Karnov plus many 128K 
magazines, 3 boks over E300 of Awas СЭ) | games inching Whee Time Stood SUL. Wort 

AMSTRAD 464 GREEN толо and TV тоду | ano Tot 0737 760779. Фук £800. Accept E300 ono. Phone 01-627 

Imor plus Wo joysticks and great deal of son- 2063 aher tpm. 


Ware, orginal cost approx £750, sl or 200 
опо Ta 012291 0788 evenings 


‘SPECTRUM GAMES for sale. For a tul et prn Joris, peres, mags, daks, uites. BEW TV. 

‘send SAE ta: Toby Wilson, Easby Orchard, 1550 ona Tet chard 0407 740112. Bodedem, | SPECTRUM «2, TOP Kempston and Cheetah 

Shipaha Harley, Oxon RG84DO,rphone | SPECTRUM 128 AND 48K: DW TV rere, | Angesey Wales. Joystick «телисез, joysticks, magazines, loadsa 

те м Wargrave (07352) 3497 lor тө морун, wo carrying cases, over £400 games, ncudrg tariy recen releases Under 2 

dein Setar, sel for E300, bowed f ad Tat: AMGA AHSOO, Phaps CUBES colour sterno | years oid, worth over £500, sel lor £190. 
Steve 0222 565496. 33 Вс Crescent. monio, mouse руш, en юр боса inc Toe | Telephone 0834 48042. 


EXCELLENT CONDITION Spectrum +3 ba i» 
dic drive. Eg months oia, guarartead, acces 





AMSTRAD 464 color monte, уч pen joy- 
Sick total, manuais, sofware worn E390, 
дс Wor £700», bargain at £160 Poesy sep 
ars. Phone ater pm Southampton D42 121 


‘SPECTRUM «3, win sofware үг. cas 


тзв 1571 DISK DRIVE VGC, CON datasets 
Фак tex and dis, 5 руз £250 worn ol 
dote. Wor E800 £480 оло. Ta 0784 


Canton, Сати, CF5 1AE. 


ACE READERS PAGES 


(01-054 5502 ask or Dana, 





‘SEGA MASTER SYSTEM, sceleri conton. 
ss toned, 10 games ncudog Ол Rn. 
‘Avert, Rech, many more. aiso Light phase 
© an$3 ув ре bargain m C130. Arg 


‘SPECTRUM + tor sale wah диз recorder joy- 


самы, 1541 DISK DRIVE, MPS 801 per. 
1520 pear, C2N Acton Replay МКУ, 


‘igh Sew Mint cond £550 оло. Tet 0522 
[^ 


Send a SAE or your ae list lo Mak Lyme 
House, Devs Lane, Longsdon, S -O-T.ST9 
SOP W 0538 385074. 


AMIGA AS00 win modulator, mouse. Pai, 
Jour games, colour monitor, TV nar and nanu 
is bored, as new 3 months od £485 com- 
ela (wil si 061 748 5947 Manchest 


ATARI 520 STFM 1 МЕ; memory upgrade £80, 
‘nodes ting and retum postage, wouid consid- 
е swap tor ire monitor Алай соол or 
anyang resi, Prone 0495 772188 Mark, 


ATARISEISTPM wih руза. толе. discs, 
books, mags, word processor, sofware dudas. 
‘Dende ol Crown. Ол Pun and Spica Harrer 
Wih packaging, Eicelent condsen ony £29. 
Phone 01 S78 4504 London aher Spm. 


‘COMMODORE 64, data recordor руш, 








‘aries include 100 star es, Mutface 3, | C128, 1571. cassona, modem al excelent as ‘moder. books and wel over £480 solars, 
диз recorder + ads, oystck and mapaznas. | new £200. ОМР100 peter pus СЕА driver £50. | AMSTRAD 6128 COLOUR monto, over СЕЮ | bored wil sell tor £150. Pone ain (048) 
Gamas on tape and deci Worth £530, seii | Sendi tor iat d quay sowa and boots, no | о онин AMD mouse, Mage Inger ca | 21614 ater om 
£290 ono, Phone Sammi 01-306 81 isi Reg Maryn 008 96608 evenings | sete corde куш. ead Good condition 

£480 ono. Reg 0227 782021. ATARI SIOSTPM, 3 полін old parc cond 
AMIGA ORIGINALS tor salo, билу. Karate | СВМ, spacial cad tate, 130 games don, тей over S00 worth o! games, pits, 
Ка, Wubat and Gotruner only E7 ach. Tol: | woh over £1000, pyssck.acossores £200. | SPECCY ORIGINAL SOFTWARE, many wel | moure and mat Sel or £300. Phone lan 
0222320411 antme Phone Awon 0494 771783 (Chesham Bucks}, | brown tes (ey Out RA Conta School (0408) 21614 aur pn 

Men's а great way ol receiving ee advice rom publicapiit For teda! hp on Сотюф 64 Base and wihal equi lor help. 


‘readers II you make use ol inis service, please respect Me 
Helpine code 
` M writing lor help, enclose a stamped, veladóressed enve- 


pe. 
` Do not make phone calla at ants sociai hours. 


I have complied he owing: The Ран, The Ba Tale, Utm 
IN Phartsa |, Dracula, Never Ending Story Zork M. Мете, 
Enchant, Borowet Tine, Kobyas Nar, Heavy on he Maga 
Саро, he pre ol age, Cam of Der Wes а Ta 


Derek Wong 42 ngam Road, Thorton Heath, Sumy CA EB. 


The Pawa, Sore Ролаба Later Godoretas of Protos. 


Pad Pie, 29 Omesione House, arte, Desi 


Adventure Quest, Алие, Apache God, Ame Goes p 
отем Eis, Bogat. Bored ol he Rings, Brawn Free, Caste 
Baur Caste of Skul Lo, Clmsic Adverts, 

Aver, Colour of Mage, Crystal Thet, Dodgy 
Dania, Dungeon Amr&ze, Dungeons, АА т 
Emerald il, Enchanter, E The Viking, Escape hom 
Espionage iind, Fantasia Diamond. Forest at Words 
Haay Gade 


liit 


H3 


| 
f 
| 
1 
7 
t 





Macheeasertio language. Peas crac Jotun Kendat 
(tor most peters wo you дезе wl) | wi endeavour о 
Tay at tr you ecw a samped абзе envelop 
алпара Kandat, 7 Bahop Bie Рова Nonwch Моло. NAY 
AES. ти 0609 629987 


The Puan po ea stages or Qui ol Тн (ve озу core 
30 poem sot). 

Cha, Sê Bae Lane, Berhad Herts, HP IDR. 

Ix De Rep pt-3 Dao p! 3 натро Bg Serio 
Tl i lr, on, BSR 


Jean help Spectum owner n GAC, iden problema, romov- 
Ing arbi cash + any Баве programming probes, GAC. PAW 


For wes help on Dungeon Master Tel 0734 780508, ask or Cn. 


Nirmal Singh, 104 Vania Road, London, E7 ОАА. 


Colossal Cave (обуш adventure), Guld cf Thevs, Leather 
cesses of Phobos, The Pawn, Уи. 
(Ce J Mowa, t6 Bilt Lane, Bramsoad, Hons, НРА TOR. 


Ab aspects ol BASIC especialy avonturen. debugging, cormpros- 
зол and рө. single machine code including ASKS, 
Play poking Pato sae tevel of undercundng Havo got a 
PC464 GTA, Malice (н. DK Yoni Speech rom. General 
Arsrac queres welcome bl золота not goat 

‘Sean McManus, 226 Cher Aiso, Stevenage, Her. 50200. 


‘Toe Pann ard Knight Ore (part 1 and ty par) 
‘Sharad Amed Tak 0140 9176 (40pm, 


‘Buds Tae | A I Utina IV, Partie 1, Gnome Range, 
мело 
Der Wang 42 ingam Rond, Thornton oath, битеу. САА BE 


SAE эх. Antony Hopkins, 91 Spring Avenue, Sandacrec 
Notam, NGIOSNA 


Comes 64 hep sence, a new, e way 2 reviewing hep on 
Эй ратан Every arcade game is covered wih pokes mape and 
ps OG and new games send t отоп 

Мак Esson, 26 Thick Hots Dive, Meam, Huddersteld, HOT 
x 


The pawn, guid ol lees, Эте, Leather Goddesses Photos, 
Cola Cave 


Give J Mowe. 438A, Ewel Roa, тонот, Surin, КТЕ EZ 


‘ster, Pawn, Guid ol Thoves, Leather Goddesses, 
Cotosal Cave, Mr X. Give Mewse, 438A Ewel Road, 
TOworh Surbiton, КТВ EL 


The Pawn, Gui of Thieves, Алан, Corruption, The. 
Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy, Holywood Hijri and | 
have 80+ points on Wiehbrnger. 

Ani Tohani. 5 Orchard Avenua, Rainham, Essex RM13 
p 


Any heip on Utima V appreciated. Al teners answered. | 
hava mast character replies on disc in tot Nos, almost 
‘complete dungeon plans, and wil atampi to reciprocate on 
any nto, 

нан екет, 670 Yarm Road, Eagiesciite, Cleveand, 
TSI6 ODP. Tet: 0842 781073 
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TELE-GAMES 


Europe's Largest Stock Of Video Games & Cartridges For 一 


Jam vas 


IN STOCK NOW 


Ec cS 


New Titles now in Stock 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Mega game worth £24.95 FREE with Sega 
console package price £99.95. Or Master 
System only £79.95 


Sega console with light phaser and four 
FREE games 


NOW ONLY 
£124.95 


WICO JOYSTICKS FOR NINTENDO IN STOCK NOW 
The leading Video game specialists. Send for ists (state make o! game) 
TELEGAMES, WIGSTON, LEICESTER, LEB 1TE (0533-880445) 
NEW COLECO TITLES NOW IN STOCK NOW OVER 100 TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM 


ACCESS - ORDER BY CREDIT CARD LINE 01 


EXMOUTH MICROS 


13 South Street, Exmouth, Devon. EX8 2SX 
Telephone (0395) 267734 


Authorized Electronic Arts dealer 


Alpha Com32 Thermal Paper in stock. Box of 5 
rolls £11.50 including postage 


HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL THE 
MICRO CLUB MEMBERS 


AMIGA MEGA PACK 

PUTER INC. MOUSE. LEADS ETE # TV MODULATOR & JOYSTICK 
TOS PAINT PACKAGE ө 30 PUBLIC DOMAIN DISCS & 

ALL THIS FOR ONLY £399.00 
EXTERNAL DISC DRIVE. - 


21 GAMES, BUSINESS PACK А JOYSTICK 


FTWARE & PERIPHERALS AVAILABLE FOR ALL MAJOR COMPUTERS 
AT DISCOUNT PRICES, WRITE OR PHONE FOR FREE LIST. £ 


MAKE CHEQUESIEO'S PAYABLE TO. 
THIRSK HOME COMPUTER CENTRE, 
» K YARD, MARKET PLACE 


-348-2907 / 01-340-8565 - VISA 
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CBM128 BOXED, disk ive. юр quality monitor. 
£280 worth games bought last 12 monte 
‘Acton Replay, UKA Potescana many sott- 
ware ks 50 wor manuais. Worin £7000, 
£480 ono. Phone Hector 59113. 


ATARI S20STFM summer pac, boxed as сен, 
‘excelent corason, £400. ol games кушо. 
menalon ad, mouse, marais, 1 meg arve 
ard magazinas £300 Ter Vince 05642 3782 
star Spm. 


CASIO €22305 KEYBOARD win талал, 
box and power supply, 100 proset sounds, pro 
anmaba тута, 49 keys, plc bend and 
fer esos Like пен Cost £350, bargain at 
£100, Phone 738723, 


COMMODORE 64/128 tor sale, datasets, joy- 
ick appros £250 wont ol games, (50 wor o 
ooi. The bL 200 Bradord (0274) 688905 
ater Bom, 


ом, 1841 DISK, C2N. MPS803 printer, Acton 
Replay II. Qucahot рут, pastes, books, 
magazines, A00 sawar кемди Last 
Nola, Ourun, Buggy Boy, cost £1000, sell 
E300. Tek 0256 882881 


AMIGA 800, MODULATOR, joystick. manuals 
[йа £300 of scare, SOL FF СР, Fight 
Sim, Powerpay Irae, Ctra pus 
many more, олу £350. Ring 0353 881080. 


AMSTRAD CPC464 win monitorin good cond 
on win wo patch and 62 games and 28. 
magazinas worth over S00 bu wil al or 
E300, no ofr. Telephone 0842810800, 


AMSTRAD QUICK SELL, cash needed, 464 
mono, modulator, ost ir pon, 6K rom. 
tK slon diik cover #800 sofware, maga- 
эте, £200 he ot. Wet о биреп 54 HE 
Rosa Watt, Srvonna, е Sindon 


AMSTRAD PC1512 colour, dou dk div, 
us DMP4000 pinter comple wih al maru- 
ts га was, over £160 wort games oniy 
£700 ora. Talephong (949) 861301. 


4000 MIRACLE MODEM, 10 leds, very 
ood condition. VIP roles, 00-100, Tt 
0446 100714 msk tor james. 


PENPALS 


ATARI ST OWNERS warte Vom al ovr he 
ord io swap Pints and ps c 100% guaran 
өөй reply 3 1o ê daya: Wile to Richard 
Marron, 0 Long 

Road, Canvey lind, Essex, SSB 0JL 


ST OWNER WANTS PENPALS to onchange 
ts, fo, on sae, rogram Wit lo 
Ben Quae, 31 Glen ns Avenue, Cantu, 
Kom CT2 BHP. 





AMIGA CONTACTS WANTED WAITE TO JEZ, 
‘Mater Hal, Durgwor Green бирон. 
‘Shall, S tris S6 НЕ, AN laters wil be 
answered 100%, Hope o hear son! 


'ST AMIGA OWNER wants CONTACTS 
WORLDWIDE, guarateed rely Chis, 18717 
Carya SL Queanbeyan 2620 N S. W Алта. 


AMIGA CONTACTS WANTED FROM ANY 
COUNTRY. Send ists to R Feld, Nerandra 
Place Wat Lane, Citon, York, YO PR. A 
лез answered V Pau 


AMGA CONTACTS WANTED ANYWHERE 
in me word to swap sowara and des nr 


PUBLIC HEALTH 
WARNING 








more nto. Plone 01-537 4408 or ente 1o 
icant Non, 4 Fer Avenue, Word, Esse 


AMIGA OWNER WANTS PENPALS orci 
England or continent please wrae to Sper 30 
Kiley Dove, Atington, Noeunterand, NEES 
ЭРО Al uter answered 


AMIGA CONTACTS WANTED (ONLY FROM 
USA AND ENGLAND) win e ast Amiga 
зай. Send your ks te PL 406990 4370 
Mat, WGermany 


GOT A SPECTRUM? wet brow tana. by 
an ST and wis t Stan. S Ferey бәк. 
raters West Yous. Preter ren з pepe ard 
sery betes! 


AMIGA OWNER WISHES 1o nave pergis rom 
courses Guaranteed repy Wrist Se 
Bhata. Postach 113, 3413 Моно W 
Germany ty UP 


AUSTRALIAN ST sar wart contac bom a 
Over ma wed, полад аве Aspaiara 

Ore opis guarantee. Wes o ote S80 
Mine Ron, Bark Park. SA 09! Azyya 


AMIGA CONTACT WANTED io swag hrs tp 
ж. Wie or phone А Jenkins, 175 Down 
Read, Dageetam, sse, RM BLX Te 01-517 
598.100 ep 


ATARI ST OWNERS WANTED fom al over e 
veneto map ета and tps с. M atas 
answered eta о Donat Best, 4 Sing 
Haid Cose Beast, көч. МЕМ AOA 


AMIGA CONTACTS WANTED! Wi to Jorge 
Carbo Rua Luz Sotano; No 4, 1-00. 2 
{Una Vena, Portugal or phone O10 351 1 
4102452. Alters need 


ATARI ST CONTACTS WANTED, send your 
dahs now guaranteed пру mradtay М ве 
ati sat. no natan ил. 3! Suena 
Deve, Suton, S Helens, Manaysqe, WAS 3TG 
or T0744 818575, 


MY BEST REGARDS TO ALL C84 USERS at 
over те wore (have Pa енен c on ae 
Wite о Aa Ona, 100 Lancaster Gale, Par 
No 3, London, W2, England. 


AMIGA PENPALS WANTED НОМЕ OR 
ABROAD. Wits row or fat ly Cons M. 
Ln 2A Carrion Road Ayas Buca. At 


pone (Ere) 1021) 357175 Wee nowt 


WELL EST GERMAN ATARI ST GROUP waris 
печ bood Sand photo, age, tracts and £5 
(or sample тар. учас ce, P Samos and 
b quessorare We o Arrow MacDo 
М Magru 10, este 6804 BRD 

AMIGA USERS! Jo amcatie Amga cb! 
Free nerosnno and money neus. Send 
SAE ts Onn Lee. 125 od Read. Bstwod, 
Nets, NOS SHA The sermaye Amiga user 
gus Тула! 


THE SPECTRUM PROGRAMMERS == yap 
magazine, loads of programs т machine code 
and bac. Py Sene £1 1o K Wood 30 Chuch 
‘See, Бваса Barley S Yrs, $74 892. 


ACE READERS PAGES 


NORTHERN IRELAND ST CLUB. £ you ve п 
Norem velar and own an ST, wewe mei 
ats c ST user cub Jm Erne 53 
sagas Park Betas, BT B 

EAST KENT START ROLE PLAYING 
FANTASY CLUB. Meet st wetenê and or a 


week о соў nce PBM we те board 
unes et Conta David Faversham S38482. 


OTHER 


YOU RECEIVE є FOR EACH PACKET 
SENT OUT. Send 1000 packets and you 
could sirka rh! For ino vend SAE to 


Helpline which is free). 


necessary). 





will not be accepted. 





S Worthington Way, 
Colchester, Essex, CO3 432. 


AMIGA OWNERS INTERESTED IN 
WARGAMES and svategy games contaci ne 
‘or hits. tps, swaps and maybe mestegs or. 
postal games. Steve Christan, 36 Sandon 
Crescent, eie Neston, Cheshire, LBA OTU, Tet 
0513362561. 


PBM FOOTBALL MANAGER, EASY WAY 
TO PAY. Ах! опе simple fee 1o pay Wa EEEES 
Postage pu bot ways Pasa send SAE lo 
Mr D Vander. 207 Cheglord Mount Ros. 
London, EEO 


[reas Se nT 
HOW TO PLACE YOUR ENTRY 


All you have to do is send off the form, below together with your pay- 
ment; Entries to the Pink Pages cost just £2.50 each. (Except for 


W The maximum is 30 words except for Helpline. (Helpline entries 
‘can be extended to 100 words max — use another sheet of paper if 


B The service is not open to advertisers. 
We will print your advertisement in the first available issue. 
W Entries which could be interpreted as encouraging software piracy 


ENTRY FORM 


POST TO: ACE readers pages, Future Publishing, 4 Queen St, 


Bath, Avon BA1 1EJ 


Please place ths entry in the next available Issue of ACE. 














Exp. Date 
Pease mabe al споса and postas oer pose o Future Pict ud 


Write your advertisement here, one word per box. Include your name, 
addresss and phone number it you want them printed. 
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BLITTER END 


THE BLITTER END... 


BIG IN AMERICA 


ARNING: due to the fast paced action and intense excitement 

induced by Actionware products, they are not recommended for 
pregnant women and those with weak hearts." Thus reads the stern, public- 
spirited notice on the box of Actionware's Capone, but you could be forgiv- 
en for wondering why. Is a boring old Hogan's Alley style shoot out game 
really going to do pregnant women a mischief? Is a light-gun an unsuitable. 
plaything to have around a maternity ward? Maybe they don't build their 
expectant women any too tough over in the States, but here at the Blitter 
End we reckon British mums-to-be are more than a match for such simple. 
blasting fare. Watch out for Operation Wolf machines In an ante-natal clinic 
near you, real soon! 

And hopping deftly from buns in the oven to snacks in the microwave, 
how about this startling photo from ex-editor Steve Cooke's candid (or 
even candied) camera? Steve was at Microprose's Baltimore НО when he 
spotted this stout fellow using the company's extensive electronic meal 
dispensing facilities. Apparently you can get a full range of sweets, ТУ din- 
ners, Ding Dongs and other essential forms of nutrition, all at the touch of a 
button. Isn't technology wonderful? (We would like to strongly deny that 
the actual link between this and the previous item has anything to do with 
unusually large waist measurements. Why, the thought never even entered 
ош heads.) 


GO WILD! 


T ony Ling from Dorchester won" forget lucky issue 13 in a hurry. Why? 
Because he was the fortunate chap who managed to win the ACE/SSI 
competition. Tony's now won himself a whopping £600 worth of travel vouchers. 
Mrs Wendy Stokes- Clare trom Coventry is also pleased with herself at the 
moment as she scooped tho second prize of 60 worth of Advanced Dungeons & 
Dragons books. The answers were as follows: 

1. The city overrun by monsters in Pool of Radiance is Phlan (Phelan counted). 
2. The ruined temple your ралу penetrates in Heroes of the Lance is Xak Taroth. 
З. NPC stands for Non Player Character(). 


THE WHAT??? 


Sates re on ori oian of fou-ups in our time here on ACE. Indeed, we've used up 
several other magazines! fair shares too, and wil probably need to tum out a few dozen mistake-free 
issues just to balance the books again. That said, Issue 14 contained an error that fairly rocked us on our. 
heels, an OOPS! so awful, hurtful and misleading that we can hardly bring ourselves to believe it happened. 

Мете referring, of course, to Steve Cooke's fond farewell on Page 132, where he appeared to 
describe his bosom buddies Bob Wade, Andy Smith and Andy Witon as The Ugly. As all ACE readers wil 
instantly have realised, this should have read "The Snuggly. a fittingly sentimental tribute from good old 
Steve to his bestest mates, his favourite people in the whole world etc. Needless to say, a rigorous internal 
enquiry is in progress to find out who it was that so cruelly mauled Steve's kind parting words. 
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AVAILABLE OH = 
AMSTRAD. 






ALSO AVAILABLE ON 


M25NS -Tel: 061 834 3939- Telex: 669977 





` >) A MAMMOTH COMPILATION OF WORLD BEATERS 


When the golden team take their golden games and add a little bit of golden magic, then there's only one 


ROLLING THUNDER... “An excellent game, full of 
atmosphere, suspense and outstanding 
playability, Do not miss it!” ССІ 
CALIFORNIA GAMES ... “Quite simply the apex of computer 


SPECTRUM 48/128K 
£14.99, + £19.994 





